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A Message from Mayor Dillon
Dear Ramsey Residents
Welcome to the spring. I am sure we are all looking forward to some
warmer temperatures and sunshine as the rain and snow lasted long
enough. I want to update you on some of the projects underway or
upcoming in the next few months around the borough.
The borough will be extending the Main Street Streetscape with
Phase II from Spruce Street to South Island Avenue this year. This will
bring needed upgrades to our Main Street and downtown shopping
area. The project is in the bidding review and approval process,
which is more time consuming than a normal municipal project due
to a $630,000 federal grant the borough received for this project.
The federal grant will offset a large portion of the project’s costs. Virtually all of the project work
is off the street, so we do not anticipate any road closures for the project. In addition, the onsite
inspectors and contractors will work to keep access to businesses open throughout the construction
process. We expect the county to repave Main Street once the project is completed.
Work at the municipal pool property continues on the community center and the new pool house,
concession building and relocated entrance. The work at the community center (renovation of the
old pool house) is progressing well with the roof and all interior rough utility work completed with
sheetrock and interior finishing upcoming. We look forward to having this work completed in May.
The pool house, concession stand and relocated entrance are new construction, and as such, are
subject to weather delays such as snow, rain or freezing temperatures which prevent mortar work
from being done. That being said, work continues and the next few weeks will bring the completion
of block work and the installation of the roof. The completion date for this portion of the project
is weather contingent. The borough is working closely with the contractor and Pool Commission
to allow the pool to open on Memorial Day Weekend on schedule and to have contingencies for
facilities that may not be fully operational by then.
Regarding the dedicated senior center addition to the community center, the borough submitted
its application to the New Jersey Department of Environment Protection (NJDEP) for the necessary
permits to build the dedicated senior center addition, including parking lot improvements and
expansion as well as upgrades to the storm water management system and implementation of
storm water treatment. We look forward to receiving the required NJDEP permits in the next few
months so construction of this final phase can begin in the fall.
This is just a sampling of the improvements going on in town. You will also see our annual road
resurfacing work over the next few months and significant upgrades to our water wells as we
continue to provide quality infrastructure while maintaining a municipal tax rate increase of under
2% for the ninth straight year and the 12th lowest municipal tax rate of the 70 Bergen County towns.
Enjoy the change in season and I hope to see you around town at one of our many exciting
community events.
Regards, Mayor Deirdre Dillon
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Upcoming Events
April 6

L.E.A.D’s Got Talent

April 13

Vol. Fire Dept. Breakfast 		
with the Easter Bunny

April 13

Clean-Up Day 10am to 2pm

April 14

Hazardous Waste @ BCC
9am to 3pm

April 25
& 28

Library (FORL): Spring Book
& Jewelry Sale

May 1

Ramsey Stigma-Free Walk A 		
Thon 7-8PM RHS track

May 10

UNICO Night at the Races

May 11

Shredding Day 9:00- 1:00

May 11

Garden Club Plant Sale @
train station

May 11

Family Fun Run

May 11

Hazardous Waste – Campgaw 		
9am to 3pm

May 18

Heirloom Tomato and Veggie 		
Sale 10am to 4pm

May 27

Memorial Day Parade

June 7

Relay for Life at RHS

June 2

Strawberry Festival @ Farmer’s 		
Market

June 11

Senior Center Boat Cruise & 		
Winery Tour

June 21

Movie in the Park

June 27

Library Summer Reading Kick-Off

July 6

Independence Day Fireworks & 		
Concert at Finch Park

July 13

Shredding Day 9:00 – 1:00

July 20

Library Ramsey ComicCon

August 4

Peach Festival

Sept. 7

Ramsey Day

Sept. 14

Hazardous Waste Campgaw 		
9am to 3pm

Sept. 14

Jack McKeown Memorial 		
Ramsey Run

Sept. 22

Apple Festival

Oct. 5

Shredding Day 9:00-1:00

Oct. 5

FORL Premier Arts & Crafts Show
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Ramsey Area Garden Club

-Founded- 1982

ANNUAL SPRING PLANT SALE
At Ramsey Main Street
Train Station
Saturday, May 11, 2019
9 AM – 2 PM
Ramsey Plantings
Main Street Triangle & The Train Station
All Proceeds
Benefit the Club’s Horticultural,
Educational and Scholarship Awards
				
PUBLIC WELCOME
RAGC meetings are on the second Tuesday of the month at
the Lutheran Church Of The Redeemer at 7:00 PM
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Woman’s Club of Ramsey
With new members and a full schedule of exciting spring
and summer events, Woman’s Club of Ramsey is continuing
its 112-year tradition of service. All Woman’s Club events
support local organizations — so mark your calendar, and
have fun while helping us raise funds:
The Club will hold its 16th annual Heirloom Tomato and
Vegetable Plant sale on Saturday, May 18, in the parking lot
of the Masonic Lodge at 24 N. Franklin Tpke. Here’s where
Ramsey gardeners start their spring planting with dozens of
hard-to-find varieties of tomatoes, along with the vegetables
and herbs that cooks love.
Plan for three special visits to the Farmers Market — Woman’s
Club members will have a treat for you at the Ramsey train
station! First, join us for free strawberry on Sunday, June 2.
The Club’s popular Strawberry Festival is a long-time Ramsey
tradition and one of our biggest fundraisers. Next, we’ll kick
off our first-ever Peach Festival on Sunday, August 4, with
a delicious new peach dessert free to everyone. And our
second Apple Festival will be held on Sunday, September
22, when we’ll dish out fresh-baked apple cake topped with
whipped cream. The Farmer’s Market generously supports
the Club by providing berries, apples, peaches and cake for
our Festivals — thanks!
Club members are looking forward to greeting friends and
talking to prospective members at another September event,
Ramsey Day on Saturday, September 7. We’re planning
surprises at our booth!
At all Club events, the popular What’s What In Ramsey
booklet is available for $5. The 48-page booklet is a valuable
resource for Ramsey newcomers and long-time residents,
and all proceeds from its sale support local organizations.

What’s What In Ramsey is packed with more than 100
important facts and telephone numbers about town services
and organizations, more than 100 favorite recipes and more
than 100 household hints. Topics include what sports to play,
what to cook for dinner, what organizations to join, what
phone numbers to call for help, what food to keep after a
power failure, what to do if a credit card is lost, what to
substitute in a recipe, what removes stains, what place of
worship to visit, what school is closest, and what household
tips work best. To order What’s What In Ramsey by mail,
send your name, address, and a check for $6 (to cover
postage) to Woman’s Club of Ramsey at 17 Hopper Terrace,
Ramsey NJ 07446.
The Club also raises funds through the Amazon Smile
program. If you begin your shopping at smile.amazon.com
and choose “Woman’s Club of Ramsey” as your charity,
Amazon will give the Club 0.5% of the cost of your purchases.
Everything else about your shopping experience will stay the
same, but you’ll help the Club support local charities.
Woman’s Club of Ramsey is a group of women of all
ages and backgrounds — homemakers, businesswomen,
teachers, nurses and retirees — who enjoy meeting new
friends while using their skills to improve their community.
We invite Ramsey women to join us for coffee and dessert at
one of our monthly meetings. The door to the Club is always
open — we meet on the fourth Tuesday of the month, from
September through May, at 1 p.m. at the Lutheran Church of
the Redeemer opposite the Ramsey Library.
For more information
visit ramseywomansclub.com or
email ramseywomansclub@verizon.net.

Find Out What’s What In Ramsey
The 48-page What’s What In
Ramsey, with recipes, household
tricks and important town
information, is $5 at Woman’s
Club events. To order a booklet
by mail, send name, address, and
a check for $6 (to cover postage)
to Woman’s Club of Ramsey at
17 Hopper Terrace, Ramsey NJ
07446.

Successful Season Marilyn Saias, Julliet Borgersen, Marjorie Detweiler, Helen
Mekita, and Dolores De Vinck, seated, and Paula Bartow, Dorothy Verdone,
Anne O’Loughlin, Elaine Muzzillo and Janet Klein attended the NJ State
Federation of Women’s Clubs Achievement Day luncheon. Ramsey members
swept four gold awards.
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Woman’s Club of Ramsey
TOMATO AND VEGETABLE
PLANT SALE MAY 18

Start planning your summer garden — the Woman’s Club
of Ramsey is holding its 16th Annual Heirloom Tomato and
Vegetable Plant Sale on Saturday, May 18th. From 10 am to
4 pm, the parking lot of the Masonic Lodge at the corner of
Lake St. and Franklin Tpke. will be a gardener’s wonderland,
with dozens of tomato plants and a wide selection of herb,
pepper, eggplant, squash, lettuce, cabbage and cucumber
plants.
The annual sale is a major fundraiser for the Woman’s Club,
contributing money to the Club’s many projects that support
the Ramsey community. The plants are grown by Catalpa
Ridge Farm in Wantage, NJ.
Gardeners can choose their favorite tomatoes from more
than 80 varieties, including heirloom, heritage and hybrid
tomatoes. In addition, there will be many early-, mid- and lateseason tomatoes, plus plants suitable for patio and container
gardening. Classic varieties include Brandywine, Cherokee
Purple and Mortgage Lifter. New varieties are always being
added for not only the tomato plants but the vegetable plants
as well.

The famous Ramapo, Moreton and Rutgers varieties of
tomato plants — longtime favorites of New Jersey gardeners
— will again be offered. Rutgers University has reintroduced
additional classic New Jersey varieties over the past few
years — why not let the Campbells 146 and Rutgers 250
round out the Garden State tomato section of your garden?
Pre-orders are not required, as hundreds of plants will
be available on the day of the sale. However, Ramsey
gardeners can ensure that they get their favorite varieties by
pre-ordering at www.JerseyGrown.com — and pick up some
more plants on the day of the sale! If you have any questions,
just email Catalpa Ridge at JerseyGrown@gmail.com or call:
(973) 970-FARM (3276).
At the plant sale, the Woman’s Club’s booklet, What’s What
In Ramsey, will be available for $5. The popular 48-page
booklet is an indispensable reference for every Ramsey
resident, packed with useful facts about Borough services,
phone numbers for local organizations, household tips and
tricks, and more than 100 favorite recipes. To order the
booklet by mail, send $6 to Woman’s Club of Ramsey, 17
Hopper Terrace, Ramsey NJ 07446.
For more information, visit ramseywomansclub.com or
email ramseywomansclub@verizon.net.
For a bountiful home garden this year, don’t miss the Woman’s
Club of Ramsey’s Tomato and Vegetable Plant Sale!

ART IS FOR EVERYONE
Fantastic art will be on display at the Ramsey Public Library for the entire month of May
Celebrating Autism Awareness.
Artist, Michael Popolo of Ramsey
and Lisa Argenio of Spectrum Creations (Ramsey)
are excited to share great drawings and
paintings with their community.

Please join us!
For further info please contact
Lisa Argenio -SpectrumCreations17@gmail.com

4

Ramsey Journal

Spring 2019

Valley Hospital Auxiliary Ramsey Branch
Do you want to make a difference and become more involved in our
community? The Ramsey Branch of The Valley Hospital Auxiliary is
always welcoming new members to join in their activities. Informative
and entertaining branch meetings are held the second Thursday of each
month at 12 noon in the Ramsey Public Library.
Our members join in fundraising events and assist The Valley Hospital
in projects that benefit patients and residents, including the Adopt-AFamily Program for families cared for by Valley Home Care, Scholarship
Program for area students pursuing continuing education in medical fields, Auxiliary Cares Program delivering wrapped gifts
to hospitalized patients during the holidays and so much more.
This year, The Valley Hospital Auxiliary marks 75 years of dedicated service to the community. Auxiliary members assist The
Valley Hospital and patients through volunteer services, community networking and fundraising.
The Ramsey Branch joins the many area branches in working to fulfill the Auxiliary’s current pledge of $3.1 million. Our goal
is to establish the Pediatric Section of the Emergency Department in The “New” Valley Hospital to be constructed in Paramus,
as well as $100,000 commitment to Valley Home Care’s endowment for Butterflies, a pediatric palliative and hospice care
program for seriously ill children.
We welcome you to join us! New members are welcome at any monthly meeting. You will make new friends, learn new skills
and share your time and talents to accomplish something meaningful for yourself and The Valley Hospital.
Visit www.valleyhealth.com/auxiliary for more information
Contact: Kathy Ambrose 201-962-7145 kathyamb1210@gmail.com

A recent fundraiser helped to support the Auxiliary’s pledge to Valley
Hospital. From left, JoAnne Bockhorn, Sybil Duchin, Sandra Grande and
Joan Waring.
Former Valley Hospital Auxiliary Ramsey Chair Beverly
Walsh, center, is shown with co-chairpersons for the current
term Cathy Stanczuk at left and Ruth Barton at right.
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The Ramsey Farmers’ Market
IT’S OUR 10TH ANNIVERSARY!
It’s hard to believe, but it really is our 10th anniversary of
our town’s wonderful Ramsey Farmers’ Market! The spirit of
community is everywhere in Ramsey through the dedication
of so many and we are so proud to be a part this effort.
Your Ramsey Farmers’ Market has now been voted Best
Farmers’ Market in 201 Magazine’s Readers Poll- Best of
Bergen 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018 and 2013, 2014,
2015, 2016, 2017 and 2018 in Bergen Magazine’s Best of
Bergen Readers Choice Poll! Your continued support allows
us to keep our exciting farmers’ market a community and
regional success.
In 2010 our non-profit Ramsey Farmers’ Market was launched.
Since the market began, we have been able to donate to
Ramsey’s Emergency Services, The Center for Food Action,
Meals on Wheels, Ramsey Library, Ramsey’s 911 Memorial,
The Ramsey Historical Association, City Green, MEVO, RHS,
City Green, RHS scholarships, NYNJ Trail Conference and
other fine local projects.

Join us for Opening Day of our 10th outdoor season at the
Ramsey Farmers’ Market starting Sunday, June 2nd through
November 24th from 9AM-2PM at the Ramsey Main St train
station. The Woman’s Club of Ramsey will again host the
popular Strawberry Festival on June 2th with complimentary
strawberry shortcake served from our historic train station.
Stroll the market and visit over 50 farmers and vendors,
who each Sunday bring the freshest, local produce and
products, including organic and traditional vegetables and
fruits, artisan breads and cheeses, homemade pastas, soups,
sauces and chili, organic prepared foods, gourmet olive oils,
nuts and dried fruits, gluten free baked products, local wine,
spices, fresh fish from the Hampton Bays, free range eggs,
handmade soaps and body products, artisanal coffees, teas,
freshly cut flowers, perennial plants and much more.
Our atmosphere at the market is relaxed and friendly as
market goers enjoy their Sunday ritual of choosing healthy
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foods, visiting with friends, meeting the local farmers and
food purveyors, enjoying market music , children’s crafts,
book signings, scheduled Artisan’s Corner every 3rd Sunday,
chef demos and surprise Featured Vendors.
UPCOMING EVENTS
planned by our market committee and non-profit organizations:
June 2 Strawberry Festival - (Woman’s Club of Ramsey)
June 30 Vegan Corner
August 4 Peach Festival – Best Peach Pie/Cobbler Contest
and complimentary Peach Crisp hosted by the Woman’s Club
of Ramsey (new)
September 15 Touch a Truck (Jr Woman’s Club)
September 22 Apple Festival (Woman’s Club of Ramsey)
September 29 Vegan Corner
October 13 Chef Competition
October 20 Pumpkin Painting (Jr. Womens Club)
Donations of non-perishable foodstuffs at our “Pay it
Forward” table have increased as visitors become more
aware of our program. Each Sunday these donations, plus
donated produce and products from our market vendors, are
collected and delivered on Monday to the Center for Food
Action in Mahwah. Every person should have access to
fresh, local vegetables and fruit. We honor SNAP, WIC and
Senior Certificates. SNAP participants are eligible for up to
$10 “Good Food Bucks” for additional fruit and vegetable
purchases.
We are proud of our outstanding community Ramsey
Farmers’ Market, thanks to the sponsorship of the Ramsey
Historical Association , support from the Borough of Ramsey
and business sponsors, our loyal market goers, and especially
the dedication of our Ramsey Farmers’ Market committee
volunteers, who each Sunday greet visitors, answer market
questions and assist vendors. We encourage market goers
to bring their own reusable shopping bags. Visit www.
ramseyfarmersmarket.org for a complete list of participating
vendors and events or call 201-675-6866 for additional
information.
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Ramsey Boy Scout Troop 31
Since 1912, Ramsey BSA Troop 31 has served the youth of Ramsey for ages 11 through 18 in a safe and character building
environment. Under the leadership of current Scoutmaster Rob Sudol we have grown the Troop to a sustainable organization
that emphasizes leadership, service to our community of Ramsey, outdoor skills and learning while always having fun. Our
recent activities include a Gettysburg Historical hike, Wilderness Survival Camping, service with St. John’s Soup kitchen in
Newark, and Winter camping among many others. We meet most Mondays at 7:30pm at the Dater School Cafeteria. We
are very much looking forward to our Spring and Summer activities in 2019 which include: Canoeing on the Mullica River,
Whitewater rafting on the Delaware, a visit to the Antietam Battlefield in Maryland and our annual weeklong summer camp
visit in July to Camp NoBeBoSco in Harwick, NJ. In addition, some scouts from Ramsey will join the international scouting
community at the 24th World Jamboree in July being held at the Summit Bechtel Family National Scout Reserve in West
Virginia.
Troop 31 is committed to engaging the youth of Ramsey in worthwhile and meaningful experiences for life skills. If you are
interested in joining the experience of a lifetime with the Mountaineers of Troop 31, contact our New Member Coordinator
Kieran Barrett by emailing him at kieranbarrett08@gmail.com and visit us on the web at http://bsa-troop31.org/ or on
Facebook.

Troop 31 Scouts made over 500 sandwiches at St John’s Soup Kitchen in Newark NJ
Scouts at our Winter Cabin Camping at Camp Turrell NY
Troop 31 scouts hiked 20 miles of trails at Gettysburg Battlefield and stopped at the NJ Monument.

The Ramsey Volunteer Fire Department
THE RAMSEY VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT IS HOSTING THE ANNUAL:

On Saturday, April 13th 9 am – 12 pm
Bring the family for breakfast, (bagels, doughnuts,
juice and coffee), bring your camera and have a
picture taken with the Easter Bunny!

Hop over to Fire Headquarters
25 South Island Avenue
(across from the high school)
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The Ramsey Leisure Club

Since 1957, The Ramsey Leisure Club has provided a
sense of community for Ramsey seniors who are age 55
or older. Together we offer support and encouragement
in good times and in bad — and we always take time
to enjoy life! We meet twice a month on the second and
fourth Tuesday, with the exception of December.

Tina Pelliciarri, standing, Marge Detweiler, left and Pat Bernius enjoy a recent Valentine’s luncheon.

Club members enjoy:
• Guest speakers who share information that is relevant
to seniors - from health issues presented by medical
professionals, updates from the Police Department and
also special presenters who share fun and interesting
topics for all.
• Coffee, tea and baked goods are served at each meeting.
At the last meeting of the month a celebration with cake is
held to honor members marking a birthday that month.
• Special food events held after meetings throughout the
year — a delicious soup lunch, ice cream social, hot dog
luncheon just to name a few.

Vera Ford, a Leisure Club Member at a recent luncheon hosted by the club.

• Lunch at area restaurants to celebrate Valentine’s Day
and the December holidays. We also enjoy other meals at
restaurants throughout the year.
• Frequent outings, including day trips to entertaining
places of interest, trips to casinos and overnight adventures.
Take time to enjoy life with The Ramsey Leisure Club. Make
new friends or find some familiar faces that you haven’t
seen in a while. Dues are just $15 a year. Ramsey senior
residents are welcome to attend any meeting - if you enjoy
our program we welcome you as a member!

Leisure Club members join in meals at local restaurants, day trips and other entertaining events.

We meet the second and fourth Tuesday of each month at
the Lutheran Church of the Redeemer, 55 Wyckoff Avenue,
opposite the Ramsey Library. Doors open at 10:30 a.m.
with our meeting beginning at 11 a.m.
For more information
Contact Tina Pellicciari at 201-962-7694
Kathy Ambrose at 201-962-7145 kathyamb1210@gmail.com
Birthdays are celebrated monthly for our members.
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The Junior Woman’s Club
Ramsey Juniors is a non-profit organization, serving and supporting our community through volunteering, fundraising,
and social events. Visit our website (www.ramseyjuniors.com) for details on our next monthly meeting. New members
are always welcome!
The Ramsey Juniors recently hosted their 33rd Annual Spelling Bee. Twenty-seven fifth grade students from John Y. Dater
School in Ramsey, The Academy of St. Paul in Ramsey, Joyce Kilmer Elementary School in Mahwah, and Wandell
Elementary School of Saddle River participated in this event. The top three finalists went on to compete in the Ramapo
District Spelling Bee.
This February we hosted our popular Comedy Night at the Ramsey Golf and Country Club. Three local comedians
took the stage and had guests laughing all night! All funds raised from this night will go back to supporting our local
community and organizations.
We are excited to share more fun events taking place over the next few months!
BUNCO, MAY 2019: Our next Ladies Night Out Bunco will be held in May at the Ramsey Golf and Country Club.
Bunco is a dice rolling game and prizes are awarded. No prior experience required! Admission includes unlimited
beer, wine, and soda. All proceeds raised from this event benefit local organizations and charities.
SUMMER GIVING TREE, MAY 2019: The Ramsey Juniors will team up with Ramsey Responds and the Ramsey
Library to set up a Summer Giving event. We encourage members of the community to donate summer activity items to
ensure that the entire community has a fun summer season!
PAJAMA JAM, JUNE 2019: Together with Music for Aardvarks, we will be holding our annual Pajama Jam this
June. Please join us for this popular event to enjoy a live band show complete with pizza, cookies, and milk. All
proceeds raised from the event benefit local organizations and charities.
TOUCH-A-TRUCK, SEPTEMBER 2019: Our annual Touch-a-Truck at the Ramsey Farmer’s Market will be happening
this September. This is a fun family event where both kids and adults will be able to climb the trucks and learn how they
work. There will be rescue & fire trucks, police vehicles, ambulances and more! Suggested donation is $5 per family,
which will be donated back to the Ramsey Service Organizations.
Spelling Bee 2019 Ramsey Junior members at the 33rd Annual Spelling Bee held February
4, 2019. From Left to Right: Marie Rotolo, Nicole Lehr, Jennifer Sullivan, Meredyth Altman,
Kristen Bianco, Laura Cipolat.

Comedy Night 2019 Local comedian Jimmy Palumbo on
stage at the Ramsey Juniors Comedy Night in February.
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Ramsey Recycling
PROJECT MEDICAL DROP

METAL WHITE GOODS PICK UP

Project Medical Drop allows the public to dispose of unused
and expired prescription medications SAFELY, SECURELY
AND ANONYMOUSLY. THE OPPORTUNITY IS AVAILABLE
SEVEN DAYS A WEEK, 365 DAYS A YEAR.

2nd Wednesday of each Month
April, 10, May 8, June 12, July 10, August 14,
Sept. 11, Oct. 9, Nov. 13, Dec. 11

WHERE CAN I DROP OFF MY UNUSED PRECRIPTIONS?

ELECTRONIC WASTE

Ramsey Police Station – 25 North Central Avenue

We will pick-up all electronic items curbside for Senior
Citizens. We will pick-up items over 100 pounds for all
residents. Call ahead 201 825-3400 ex. 221. Pick-ups are
done on Mondays.

WHAT TYPES OF MEDICATION MAY I DISPOSE OF IN THE
BOXES?
For safety reasons, we can ONLY accept solid medications
such as pills, patches, inhalers and similar objects. The box
CANNOT accept liquids, medical waste or syringes.
RAMSEY RECYCLING CENTER
Summer Hours –April 1 – September 23

Bergen Community College
400 Paramus Road, Paramus
9AM – 3PM Sunday, April, 14, June 23 and October 20

Monday		

8AM - 8PM

Bergen County Campgaw Mountain Reservation

Tuesday – Friday

8AM – 3PM

200 Campgaw Rd., Mahwah

Saturday		

9AM – 4PM

9AM – 3PM Saturday, May 11, July 20 and September 14

LOCATION –Back of the Main St. southbound train station
parking lot, to the left of the Borough garage on Erie Plaza.
Closed on all holidays observed by the Borough
The Recycle Center ACCEPTS – Cardboard – Newspaper
& Junk mail – Glass – Plastic Bottles – Steel & Aluminum
Cans – Scrap Metal – Tires – Electronic Waste- Clothing &
Shoes – Thin Plastic (Supermarket, Newspaper Sleeves &
Dry Cleaning Bags ONLY) – Branches – Grass – Mixed Yard
Debris
Questions – Call Borough Hall – 201 825-3400 Ex.229 or
E-mail rknauss@ramseynj.com
ITEMS WE DO NOT ACCEPT CURBSIDE OR AT THE RECYCLE
CENTER Concrete, Lumber, Wood or any Building Materials,
& Bathroom or Kitchen Fixtures
SHREDDING DAYS
Saturday – 9AM – 1PM – Ramsey Train Station Parking Lot
May 11, July 13, October 5
3 Bags ONLY – NO Exceptions
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COUNTY HAZARDOUS WASTE DAYS

**** Acceptable Materials – Consult your 2019 Ramsey
Recycling Guide
COUNTY RECYCLING & SHREDDING DATES
Bergen Community College
400 Paramus Road, Paramus
9AM – 2PM

Sunday, April 7 and Saturday, August 17

Bergen County Campgaw Mountain Reservation
200 Campgaw Rd., Mahwah
9AM – 2PM Saturday, June 8 & Sunday, October 6
**** Acceptable Materials – Computer/Electronic Recycling,
Tire Recycling & Paper Shredding.
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Ramsey Shade Tree Commission
“Someone’s sitting in the shade today because someone planted a tree a long time ago.” Warren Buffett

Appointed by the Mayor, The Ramsey Shade Tree Commission meets the 3rd Thursday of each month at 8PM at Borough Hall.
Except as provided for herein NO person, firm or corporation shall remove more than six (6) trees per year with a diameter
in excess of four inches measured on the tree at a height of four feet above the level of the ground. A permit is required for
the removal of more than 6 trees. An application can be picked up at Borough Hall. The permit fee is $25. Your application
will be reviewed by the Shade Tree Commission. Please file your application as early in the month as possible to give the
Commission ample time to review.
The Borough is responsible for maintaining, removing, trimming, elevating and replacing all trees within
the right of way.
The right of way is considered to be within 10 feet of the curb or 25 feet from the centerline if no curbs
exist. There are exceptions on wider roads or County roads. If you have a question or concern, please
allow us to help you determine if the tree is yours or the Boroughs. If the tree is a Borough tree, ONLY
the Borough is allowed to trim or remove the tree.
Please contact Roger Knauss at 201 825-3400 Ex.229 or E-Mail rknauss@ramseynj.com.

Community Emergency Response Team
RAMSEY IS RECERTIFIED “STORM READY”
The National Weather Service has notified Ramsey Mayor Deirdre Dillon that Ramsey’s recognition as a Storm Ready community
has been renewed for another 3 years. This is the fifth consecutive renewal Ramsey has earned for this prestigious honor.
In New Jersey, only 15 towns have been designation and only five in Bergen County, including Ramsey have been certified.
Through the work of the Ramsey Office of Emergency Management (OEM) this was made possible.
In order to be certified and maintain this certification, certain criteria have to be met. Some of the requirements are having
an Emergency Operations Center (EOC) and multiple ways to monitor and receive weather information. Some of the ways
Ramsey OEM accomplishes this is receiving information from the NJ State Police, NOAA Weather Radio, amateur radio and
local weather monitoring in the EOC by members of Ramsey OEM. Also required are a Weather specific Annex in the Boro’s
Emergency Operations Plan (EOP) and community outreach, which are handled by Ramsey OEM by way of the SwiftReach
notification system, aka reverse 9-1-1, Nixle alerts and social media.
Ramsey’s OEM Coordinator Ralph Venturini stated that “while the primary reason to be “Storm Ready” is for the protection
of the lives and property of the Boro’s residents, this certification allows Ramsey to be eligible for the maximum amount of
emergency management funding on the state and federal levels, where 98% of Presidential Declared disasters are weather
related.
OEM Coordinator Venturini wishes to acknowledge the hard work that OEM Deputy Coordinator Bruce Greenwood and OEM
Administrative Assistant Carolyn Green put into this important task.
Glen Karpovich, CEM
Deputy Emergency Management Coordinator
Public Information Officer, Ramsey OEM
201-832-1731 mobile

11

Ramsey Journal

Spring 2019

Ramsey Public Schools
2ND ANNUAL RAMSEY

STIGMA FREE
WALK - A - THON
When: May 1st
Time: 7 PM - 8 PM
Where: Ramsey High School Track
Why: To start a conversation about mental health. To demonstrate that our
community is dedicated to wiping out any stigmas attached to mental health.

Have fun!
Come join us on May 1st
For more information visit: www.ramsey.k12.nj.us

Borough Clerk’s Office
NEW ELECTION DISTRICTS FOR 2019
The Borough is working closely with the County of Bergen to secure new voting locations for all election districts. These
new locations will be more handicap accessible and allow for easier parking. We are working to have these new locations
approved and in place for the Primary Election on Tuesday, June 4th. Notifications will be provided in the following ways:

 A letter will be mailed to all registered voters informing them of their new polling location
 A notice in the Suburban News
 The County will mail out sample ballots to all voters with the polling location printed on it
If you are still unsure of your voting location please call a couple days ahead of the election to the borough clerk’s office at
201-825-3400 X 221 and we can verify with you over the phone.
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Ramsey Senior Center
FINCH PARK, 205 CHURCH STREET, RAMSEY, NJ • MAIL TO: 33 NORTH CENTRAL AVENUE, RAMSEY, NJ 07446
PHONE 201-825-3400 • FAX 201-825-1745 • www.ramseynj.com

The Senior Center, located at Finch Park, has many activities planned on a regular basis. There are trips, luncheons and
special events as well. If you are an older adult age 60+, you may join the senior center and take part in these activities.
Simply fill out a registration card at the center or Borough Hall, and if you don’t already receive the monthly calendar, ask
someone in the Clerk’s office to put you on the mailing list. You can help the environment by opting out of having the monthly
calendar mailed to you. Simply e-mail us at ramseyseniorcenter@gmail.com and we will put you on the e-mail list to have the
calendar sent to your inbox each month. Your other “green” option is viewing it on the Ramsey web page (ramseynj.com).
Click on “Government” scroll to Departments O-Z, scroll down and click on “Senior Center”. On the senior’s page click on
“Current Monthly Calendar”. The monthly calendar has sign up dates for classes, trips and luncheons and the activity schedule
for the month. Flyers on current trips and special events are on the website and posted at the senior center and on the borough
bulletin board. Regularly scheduled activities include those pertaining to health and fitness, artistic creativity, sociability,
community service, recreation and entertainment, and games of skill and chance.

HEALTH & FITNESS: Walking Group every day, Exercise on Tuesdays and Thursdays, Arthritis Foundation Exercise on
Mondays and Friday, Tai Chi Thursdays, Yoga on Mondays & Fridays, Zumba on Tuesdays, Healthy Bones on Tuesdays and
Thursdays and Pickleball Tuesdays and Thursdays.
ARTISTIC CREATIVE: Knitting/crochet on Mondays (which is for community service), Art on Wednesdays, Woodcarving
on Wednesdays.

RECREATIONAL / GAMES: Weather permitting; Horseshoe Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, Men’s Bocce Mondays,
Wednesdays, and Fridays, Pool and Shuffleboard on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, Fast Track Bingo on Mondays,
Scrabble on Wednesdays, Bridge on Wednesdays and Ping Pong on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS
APRIL 2: Free Tech Class “Using Apple’s iCloud for Photos”
APRIL 8: Sign up for Broadway Trip for Kiss Me Kate
APRIL 17 :Luncheon at Madeleine’s Petit Paris
MAY 7: Free Tech. Class “It’s in the Cloud”
MAY 15: Broadway Show Kiss Me Kate
JUNE 11: Boat Cruise on Pride of the Hudson, Lunch, Winery tour and tasting
JUNE: Ramsey Senior Citizen Gala
AUGSUT: Rockland Boulders vs NJ Jackals baseball game and fireworks
SEPTEMBER: Ramsey Day Senior Citizens Booth and Crafty Sister Booth
SEPTEMBER: Senior Olympics in Wood Bridge, NJ
SEPTEMBER: Senior Picnic
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April of 2008, then high school principal, Richard Lio, introduced the first ACS Relay For Life
Ramsey. Relay For Life is a life-changing event that gives everyone in our community a
Ramsey Journal
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hance to celebrate the lives of people who have battled cancer, remember loved ones lost,
nd fight back against the disease. Teams of folks take turns walking around the track and,
Relay for Life
ecause cancer never sleeps, Relay goes all night.

$2,000,000!
NEED
YOUR
TOthe
REACH
GOAL...
adly, we lost Rich Lio to WE
cancer
just
days HELP
before
2013 THIS
event,
but not before he learned

at theThe
Ramsey
Relay
reached
the
million
mark
forsuccess!
fundsWith
earned!!!
goal
this year is
Ramsey School
& Community
Relay
for $1
Life 2018
was an
amazing
your help, weOur
raised
over $140,000!
year, we hope to reach our year-to-date goal of $2,000,000. To do so, we need to raise just over $131,000.
raiseThis
$190,000.000.
The 2019 Relay for Life will take place on June 7th. The theme is “Under the Sea.” The theme highlights the idea that cancer
th patients may feel they are sinking; however, they are not alone! There are lifesavers in the form of friends, family members,
teams of doctors and so many more people they will meet on their journey.

he 8 annual Ramsey Relay For Life will be held at the high school on Friday-Saturday, June
6 and once again, the planning committee of students, faculty, and community members is
Team captain meetings will take place at 7pm on April 9 and May 7, May 30 (Bank Night) at RHS in the rooms across from
xpecting
a largeRHS
turnout.
the cafeteria.
student team captain meetings will be held during the school day. Due to the impending construction, the
committee is planning an indoor event.

We are
are looking
forward toof
another
successful
eventnight.
and hope Relay
you can begins
join us! Luminaria
in support,
or in Lap-honor ofthey
urvivors
the guests
honor
for the
at 7pm
with memory
Survivor
those affected by cancer can be purchased on our website and will line the walking area. The $10 donation will help us light
ad thetheway
way! around the track. Being part of this lap allows survivors to celebrate what they
ave overcome while inspiring and motivating their neighbors to fight – survivors are proof
at cancer can be defeated.
Find out more about Relay, register yourself/team or
donate to other participants by contacting Lynn Novak:
LNovak@ramsey.k12.nj.us.

nother important aspect of Relay For Life is the 10pm Luminaria Ceremony. As darkness
Follow us
on each bearing the
lls over the field, the night is brightened by hundreds of illuminated
bags,
Twitter @ramseyRFL
ame of someone special who has been profoundly affected by
cancer and the family and
Instagram rfloframsey
iends who continue to fight back in their honor or memory.Facebook
The word
HOPE is spelled out in
page @ramseyrfl
andles on the bleachers.

veryone’s reason to Relay is as unique as their own personal story. At Relay one can find
RHS Relay for Life Event Leadership Team 2019
ealing, comfort,
and support from others who have faced cancer. You can meet others in
e community who are passionate about helping to find an end to cancer in our lifetime. No
atter why you Relay, you help the American Cancer Society save lives and fight for every
rthday threatened by cancer.

ELT member helping Kick-Off participant create a Luminaria
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Ramsey UNICO

Greater Ramsey UNICO Presents
A NIGHT AT THE RACES
Tickets: $50.00
Includes an Italian buffet by
SONNY & TONY’S
Desserts, beer, wine and soda

YOU’LL feel like you’re at the track...
ENJOY actual races shot on video…
PLACING BETS on your favorite horses
AND be part of our famous GRUB GRAB raffle
WINNING big with our tricky tray baskets…

FRIDAY MAY 10, 2019
7:00 PM
Ramsey Knights
of Columbus Hall

SPONSORSHIPS Available!
Promote your business
by sponsoring a race for $100.
Name a horse for $25 or purchase 3
horses for $50 and be entered into the
“Owner’s Circle” Grand Prize Drawing.

PURCHASE TICKETS ONLINE AT GRUNICO.ORG
OR CHECKS PAYABLE TO GRUNICO
PO BOX 140 WALDWICK, NJ 07463
For more information contact: Donna Troop
donna.troop@gmail.com 551-579-0572
Proceeds will benefit Ramsey UNICO causes / a 501c3 organization
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Ramsey Public
Education Foundation
The Ramsey Public Education
Foundation is a group of dedicated
volunteers who raise funds to
benefit Ramsey and Saddle River
students attending all five Ramsey
public schools. The goal is to enhance the quality of our
children’s education by funding enrichment programs and
innovative technologies that might otherwise remain beyond
the realm of the school budgets.

Amazon Smile is an easy way to support the RPEF. Start
your online shopping at Smile.Amazon.com, choose RPEF as
your charity, and Amazon will make a donation to us at no
additional cost to you. For more information on AmazonSmile,
visit our website at www.ramseypef.org. On our website, you
will also find a link that allows you to donate to the RPEF at
any time of the year.
Finally, save the date for the next Ladies’ Night Out! This
always popular event will be held this fall on Thursday,
October 17th at Seasons.
Be sure to follow the RPEF on Facebook @RamseyPEF and on
Twitter @RPEFNJ for updates on events, fundraisers and more!

THERE ARE A NUMBER OF WAYS TO SUPPORT THE RPEF:
Sign up today for the 6th Annual “Sprint for Our Schools” 5K
Race & Family Fun Run held on Saturday May 11th. Runners of
all ages and skill levels can participate in the 5K Race and/or
the 1 Mile Fun Run. Last year, over 1,000 people participated
in this family-friendly fundraiser and over $30,000 was
raised for our schools. Both races will begin at the Ramsey
Municipal Pool on East Oak Street and will feature a DJ and
post-race refreshments. The Ramsey public school with the
highest participation will be awarded a $1000 grant, and
the second-place school will win $500! Visit www.rpefrun.
com for more information and to register.

Trustee 2018 Ladies’ Night Out

Ramsey Historical Association
9th Annual History Day Upcoming for The Old Stone House: Unlock the Door to Local History
On December 9th, another successful St. Nick’s Day was hosted at the Old Stone House. The number of visitors exceeded last
year’s total, the Girl Scout’s outdid themselves on this year’s craft, the waffles were served, and longtime current and former
residents shared stories and memories of the Borough. Thank you to all the hardworking
volunteers, and all those who paid a visit.
For spring, on May 4th, the Old Stone House will join 12 other local museums for the
Northwest Bergen History Coalitions 9th Annual History Day, hosting an open house from
11am to 4pm. Tickets are $10, children 16 and under are free, and one ticket buys
admission to all 12 museums across 10 towns.
For more information, visit www.nwbergenhistory.org.
The RHA would like to congratulate the associated Ramsey Farmers’ Market on its upcoming
10th year of operation, and recent recognition from (201) Magazine’s Best of Bergen 2019
as the area’s best Farmer’s Market. The RHA also would like to thank the Ramsey Garden
Club for their planting and maintenance of the interpretive herb garden in 2018, and the Ramsey DPW for their support.
Finally, the RHA would like to note its appreciation for the donations supporting the reopening of the toy exhibit, and the new
exhibit being built on the history of Ramsey education. Every yearbook, desk, commencement guide, banner, or old Ramsey
RAM newspaper helps. And a special thank you to those who made monetary donations in the last year, your help is vital in
keeping Ramsey’s 272 year old colonial farm house maintained and growing.
To keep up with all upcoming events, visit www.ramseyhistorical.org. For information on donations or questions, please
contact: ramseynjhistory@gmail.com.
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Ramsey Municipal Alliance
The Ramey Municipal Alliance (RMA) invites parents and their 5th-8th grade children to join us at
Ramsey Borough Hall in Council Chambers on Sunday, April 28th from 2:00 – 3:00 PM for a vaping
presentation. This is a great opportunity for parents and children to come together to learn about
both vaping and marijuana. This presentation will be delivered by Ramsey’s Youth Officer, Patrolman
Sean Beamon.
The event is free, but space is limited. Please register in advance at http://bit.ly/RMAVaping
Visit us at the Ramsey Outdoor Farmer’s Market on Sunday, June 9th. We will be offering a Drug
Take Back and Meet the Police Event. Please bring your unused, unwanted, or expired medication for
disposal (no needles, sharps, or liquids). The children are also invited to “Meet an Officer” where they may pose for photos
and ask questions. Educational information related to our cause will also be available.
Follow us at Facebook.com/RamseyAlliance to stay up to date on our programming or
email us at RamseyMunicipalAlliance@gmail.com with your suggestions and questions.
The RMA would like to remind residents of the anonymous crime reporting service called
Tip411. Non urgent reports can be sent to the Ramsey Police Department via text message
or the RAMSEYPD mobile app (available for iPhone and Android). Dispatch can then
respond allowing for anonymous two way communication to occur. The purpose of the
service is to allow individuals to be able to report crimes, safety hazards, and potentially
illegal situations. However, if something is “Urgent or Life Threatening” Call 9-1-1. More
information can be found at ramseypd.org/tip411/. Our tip line is monitored 24 hours a
day, but please allow for slight delays regarding non urgent situations. Remember, if you
see something, say something.

Scan the code to
download the
RAMSEYPD app

Environmental Commission
RAMSEY CLEAN-UP DAY
Spring into Action and Join Us
for the 15th annual event!
It has been a long winter. Let’s celebrate Earth Day by cleaning up litter and debris that has accumulated throughout the Borough.
Hosted by the Ramsey Environmental Commission, with the support of the governing body, Ramsey Rescue, the Junior Woman’s
Club, St. Paul’s Parish and the Bergen County Department of Health Services Clean Communities Program.
Work Gloves, Bags and Equipment
will be provided
Enjoy breakfast courtesy of Junior
Woman’s Club & Shop Rite
Everyone’s Welcome – Individuals,
Groups, Families

SATURDAY APRIL 13, 2019
(RAIN DATE – SUNDAY, APRIL 14)

10 am – 2 pm
Meet at the Ramsey Rescue Garage
Prospect Street

RAMSEY ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION
For more information contact Pat Nerney patricknerney@yahoo.com
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Ramsey Free Public Library
The Ramsey Free Public
Library is dedicated
to providing diverse
opportunities in early
childhood education,
lifelong learning and
entertainment.
We
offer a wide array collections, online content, services and
opportunities for the entire community! In addition to what you
see here, we offer dozens of events every month including
story times, arts and crafts, gaming, STEM activities and lots
more. Check out our website for our full schedule and signup
for our monthly email newsletter – www.ramseylibrary.org
Ramsey Library By the Numbers in 2018:
Circulated 168,000 items, had 126,000 visits, held 828
events and had over 10,000 attendees.
New Tech Lending Program – launched in March 2019, the
library now offers a program where you can borrow STEAM
(science, technology, engineering, arts and math) tools and
educational kits for FREE with your library card. Items include
Snap Circuit kits, Makey Makey kits, Sphero Robotics,
Magformers, Strawbees, LittleBits kits and more. We also
have gaming consoles to borrow, including NES and SNES
Classic, Sega Genesis Classic and Atari Flashback.
Streaming Collections – the library has a robust collection
of streaming and downloadable content, including eBooks,
audiobooks, digital comics, streaming movies and TV, digital
magazines and streaming music. We have several tools
available to access all kinds of different content for FREE. All
are accessible through our website or with free apps for each
of the below services:
• Libby/Overdrive – largest collection we offer of eBooks
and downloadable/streaming audiobooks
• Hoopla – diverse collection that includes audiobooks,
movies, TV, music, comics and eBooks. There are NO wait
times for items on Hoopla!
• RB Digital – streaming movies and TV, including Acorn
TV (dozens of British television shows), Great Courses, and
more.
Special All-Ages Events
• Ramsey ComicCon - All-day activities, costume contest,
exhibits, gaming stations, and a DELOREAN!
 Saturday, July 20th 11am – 2pm
• Telescope Night with the Pearl Observatory – view the
night sky and learn about astronomy. Also a Planetarium
event the same night (August 5th) from 6:30pm-7:30pm for
grades K-5.
 Monday, August 5th 8-9pm – all ages
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• Ramsey Library Harvest Festival – Quiver Farms Petting
Zoo visits the library with farm animals, activities and more!
 Tentative date – Saturday, September 21st 2pm-4pm
• Boo Bash Halloween Celebration – Our annual Halloween
Celebration and transform parts of the library into a haunted
house! Costumes are encouraged!
 Wednesday, October 30th 3:30pm – 5:30pm
Kids Events
• Summer Reading Kick-Off Featuring Traveling Lanterns
Theater Company Presenting “My Mother the Astronaut”.
 June 27th, 4-5pm for kids of all ages
• Bergen County Zoo Story Times – the zoo will be visiting
and bringing animals with them as part of a very unique
story time!
 July 9th and August 13th, 11:00-11:30am for ages 3-6
• Unique Creatures visits the library bringing several of their
animal friends for kids to learn about and see in person.
 August 15th, 4-5pm
Teen Events
• Needle Felting Class for Teens
 Thursday, July 12th, 3-4pm
• Artful Easel Painting Class for Teens
 Tuesday, July 16th, 5-6pm
• Wolf Moon – wolf-dogs visit the library!
 August 1st, 4-5pm, for grades 4-12
• Smartphone Photography for Teens
 Wednesday, August 14th at 3pm
Adult Events
• Trivia Nights – the library will be running fun and immersive
trivia nights every other month. Our series began with 80s
trivia and will continue with different decades and other fun
topics. Each night includes an immersive atmosphere with
themed memorabilia, games, interactive displays, music,
refreshments and prizes! Topics will be announced for each
soon and all trivia nights are 7-9pm.
 Thursday, May 30th
 Wednesday, July 31st
 Thursday, September 26th
 Thursday, November 7th
• After Hours Concerts and Open- Mic Events - This new
series will include take place after the library closes on Friday
evenings to provide a unique, coffee-shop style atmosphere.
We will have a featured performer begin each night followed
by an open-mic for anyone to play music, read poetry, or
give other performance art in a welcoming environment.
Light refreshments and coffee will be served too. Featured
performers will be announced for each soon and all sessions

Ramsey Journal
are 7-pm, featured performer at 7pm, open-mic at 8pm and
doors open at 6:30pm.
 Friday, April 12th
 Friday, June 28th
 Friday, August 23rd
 Friday, October 18th
 Friday, December 13th
• Tony D’anna “Strictly Sinatra” Concert
 Sunday, May 5th at 2pm
• Ramsey Cooks Club – cookbooks, sharing recipes and
cooking!
 Thursday, June 13th at 7pm
• Space Race Lecture
 Wednesday, July 17th at 7pm
• Artful Easel Painting Class for Adults
 Monday, June 3rd, 6-8pm
• Anita Laugh Improve Troop
 Monday, July 15th at 7pm
• Jewelry Making Class
 Monday, August 19th, 7pm – 8:30pm
• AARP Safe Driving Course
 Saturday, September 14th, 10:30am – 4:30pm
• Fall Concert Featuring The Hip Replacements
 Sunday, October 6th at 2pm
Author Visits
• Ramsey Reads – Special event author visit series, this time
featuring Cheryl Racanelli, author of 59 Prayers.
 Thursday, May 16th at 7pm
• Nancy Laracy – author of Bunny Boy & Me
 Monday, April 29th at 7pm
• Deena Sullivan – author of Finn Beloomey and His Great
Big Giant Ears.
 May 2nd, 3:30pm – 4:30pm
• Tom Austin – author of Another Season: The Memoirs of
Charlie Calello.
 Monday, May 6th at 7pm
• Gwen MCarthy – author of 52 Weeks of Yoga.
 Monday, June 17th at 7pm

Spring 2019

FRIENDS of Ramsey Library
(FORL)

Are you a FRIEND? The FRIENDS are an enthusiastic,
volunteer, not-for-profit organization that brings about
enthralling and engaging programs for the Ramsey
community including the Summer Reading Programs,
Sunday Cultural Events and more!
Don’t forget to check out the FREE Museum Pass Program
featuring passes for the Guggenheim Museum, Storm King
Art Center, Intrepid, Grounds for Sculpture and the Newark
Museum as well as discounts for Liberty Science Center and
the Mystic Aquarium. Visit the museum websites for exhibits
and special member events and reserve the passes on the
FRIENDS page today!
The STEM initiatives will continue this spring with monthly
programs for the kids and access to Krayon Kiosk Ipad
System. There is much more to come so please check the
website often for information and updates.
We want to provide more programs for YOU. Please consider
supporting the FRIENDS by participating in the Annual
Membership Drive, by linking Amazon purchases
through the Amazon Smile Program or by participating
in the TD Affinity Program. (See details for all options at
RamseyLibrary.org/FRIENDS).
Don’t forget to support the FORL Spring Book & Jewelry
Fair on Thursday, April 25th through Sunday April 28th.
You will be sure to find a special book and the jewelry is
not to be missed!! Save the date for the Premiere Arts &
Crafts Show on October 5th which will showcase a wide
variety of items from local artisans.
With your generous support of these events we can continue
to provide fun and innovative programs. Please join us at our
meetings on the first Monday of the month at 11am at the
Ramsey Library.

Become a FRIEND today!
www.RamseyLibrary.org/FRIENDS

Ramsey Free Public Library
30 Wyckoff Avenue, Ramsey, NJ 07446
201-327-1445
www.ramseylibrary.org
ramscirc@bccls.org
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Ramsey Board of Health
Recent headlines about outbreaks of measles, mumps, whooping cough, tetanus, flu deaths
in infants, and bacterial meningitis at a New Jersey university underscore the importance
of ensuring that our children—including adolescents—are fully immunized against vaccinepreventable illnesses. These avoidable “childhood diseases” can be very serious—may
require hospitalization and can even be deadly. Parents who refuse or otherwise fail to
vaccinate their children endanger their offspring as well as endanger others who cannot be
vaccinated--like infants, those with compromised immune systems, specific allergies, cancer
patients under treatment, and those who don’t respond to vaccinations. From a public health
standpoint, it is highly disturbing that non-medical exemptions from mandatory immunization
of school children increased significantly between 2017 and 2018. A bad sign.
Adults need vaccinations too. Since the potency of some childhood vaccines can wane over
time, adults can be at risk of getting and spreading a contagious disease related to their
travel, job environment, life style, health condition or age. Further the CDC recommends
annual flu shots for all and protection against pneumonia and shingles especially for older
adults. Pregnant women need to have a Tdap booster with each pregnancy. Adults should
seek advice on a personal vaccination and booster schedule from their health provider.
There is cause for alarm when vaccination rates fall because of people believing these
vaccine - preventable diseases have been virtually eradicated or are very rare in the US
or afflict so few as to be not worrying. Or that people are entitled to not be immunized.
The pathogens responsible for these diseases still lurk in our environment. And some of
these diseases are still common in other parts of the world so that travelers can bring them
here. Without the protection widespread immunizations afford, the infections could quickly
spread here. (Note: When exposed to measles non-vaccinated people have a 90% chance
of getting the disease.)
Parents should know that there is zero evidence that vaccines cause autism. When checking
facts about vaccines, it is important to go to trusted websites like the CDC: cdc.gov/vaccines/.
American Academy of Pediatrics: aap.org American Academy of Family Physicians:
aaf.org; healthy children.org. Search for vaccines. Unfortunately, some websites have
misleading and false information.

LOOKING AHEAD
April 18

Dr. Albert Tartini is the next and final
expert speaker in our 2019 ‘Promoting
Health” lecture series. His topic is
“Ticks and the Diseases They Cause.
What to do?” Starts at 7:30 pm at the
Ramsey Library.
April 25

Two evening classes in “How To Do
Hands Only CPR and Use the Automatic
External;
American
Defibrillator
(AED).” Class #1: 6-7 pm. Class
#2: 7:30-8:30 pm. Place: Borough
Hall, Council Chambers. Taught by
Hackensack Hospital staff. Register
by sending an email with name, class
preference and phone number to
jmwaring.boh@gmail.com. Class size
is limited.
May 1

Stigma-Free Walk and Talk-a-thon to
celebrate Mental Health Month. 7 pm
at Ramsey High School. Rain or Shine.
October 15

Health Fair with flu shots, blood
pressure checks, diabetes guidance,
nutritional advice, drug take-back, and
CAR FIT. Location: Senior Center or
new Community Center. Look for more
information closer to the date.

Ramsey Recreation News
UPCOMING RECREATION ACTIVITIES
Check the borough website for flyers for all recreation activities and events.
Movie in the Park-Friday, June 21

Home Run Derby-Saturday, June 15

Summer Camp-Wednesday, Monday, July 1 to Wednesday, July 31 (No camp on July 4 and 5)

Online camp registration begins on Monday, April 8th

42nd Annual Jack McKeown Memorial Ramsey Run-Saturday, September 14
YOUTH SPORTS
Soccer Squirts
Spring Lacrosse Clinic
Volleyball Clinic
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ADULT SPORTS:
Soccer
Men’s Over 50 Softball
Women’s Softball
Adult Softball

Ramsey Journal

Spring 2019

Ramsey Pool
THE RAMSEY POOL COMMISSION INVITES YOU BACK FOR ANOTHER SUMMER OF FUN
AT THE TOP RATED “BEST OF BERGEN POOL,”AS VOTED BY 201 THE MAGAZINE (4 X WINNER).
If you thought last year was great, just wait until you see what’s in store for this season at The Ramsey Municipal Pool.

Is your family ready for another great summer? We have it all from diving boards, waterpark-style slides, lap lanes, water spraying
features, in-pool seating and shade, zero-entry access, and a pool heater! We offer swim and dive lessons (group and private)
and have a swim team, The Ramsey Rays, if you prefer more of a competitive-learning experience (starting at 5 years old).
Besides the pool, our beautiful grounds include a beach volleyball court, a basketball court, a large grass sports field, a new
playground, ping-pong tables, tetherball, multiple tennis courts right across the street, and a brand new Pool House! We have
a snack stand that offers everything from the classic burger and fries to fresh wraps and salads. If barbequing is your thing,
simply bring your own charcoal and use any of the grills located by the back pavilion.
There is plenty of open space around the complex to find your quiet time and catch some rays. We also have large
umbrellas and many trees for those who prefer the shade. Bring a book or any device and hook up to our free Wi-Fi.
We have been working all off-season to give you a full calendar of activities and events. As always, be on the lookout for
“FAB FRIDAYS” which include swimming after dark (pool stays open until 10 PM), live music, story time with the Ramsey
Library, arts & crafts, special food vendors and of course DJ JAZZY (see our Activity Schedule on our website for more
specific information on events). Beginning in July, we will continue with our “Weekends Workouts,” which include Aqua
Aerobics every Saturday and Yoga every Sunday (both 10-11 AM). All of these activities and events are FREE for members!
You can sign up through our website (ramseymunicipalpool.com). The Early Bird Discount will run until May 1st so take
advantage while you can! For those who need help registering or have any other questions, email us and we can assist with
anything you may need.
Gary Bach
Pool Director
ramseymunicipalpool@gmail.com

DON’T FORGET TO VOTE
for the Ramsey Municipal Pool for
“Best in Bergen” in 201 Magazine
on www.northjersey.com

THANKS AND ENJOY THE REST OF THE SCHOOL YEAR!
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Ramsey Chamber of Commerce
Ramsey is a wonderful town for all that it offers its residents: a superior school system, well-maintained parks and recreational
fields, engaging activities for seniors, fine restaurants; the list goes on and on. At the same time, it is also true that Ramsey
represents an excellent opportunity for all businesses; the town’s convenient location to major transportation and NYC, its
highly-regarded Main Street shopping destination and its favorable demographics and consumer base all make Ramsey a
highly desirable town in which to conduct business.
The Ramsey Chamber of Commerce (RCC) was created to bring these two groups together, thereby connecting commerce and
community. With approximately 150 affiliates, the RCC is a strong platform for all business owners—both small and large-- to
organize their voice, support local causes and sponsor annual events and fundraisers.
Many of the benefits from becoming an RCC member revolve around networking and interacting with other local business
owners and leaders in the community. For example, the RCC will help “launch” a new business with a formal Grand Opening,
ribbon-cutting ceremony. This is not only for “brick and mortar” businesses in town, however; the Chamber will also help
coordinate Grand Openings for those companies without a physical Ramsey location. These ceremonies will include invited
guests of that business, as well as members of RCC’s board, the town’s council and when possible, the town’s mayor.
Once established as an RCC member, a Ramsey business also will benefit from greater brand exposure through RCC’s website
and other RCC publications throughout the year such as blast emails, as well as posts on Facebook and other social media
sites. Additionally, those members that wish to participate can also take advantage of Ramsey Rewards. This program gives
Ramsey businesses the chance to offer exclusive specials and promotions which will draw in local consumers who are Rewards
members themselves.
The Ramsey Chamber of Commerce also encourages participation in many community events.

Our upcoming events into the Spring and Summer are as follows:
April--- Entrepreneurial Round Table Discussion;
May---Taste of Ramsey;
June--- Relay for Life;
July---Summer Social
(Please visit “ramseychamber.com” for additional information)
Further, the Chamber is extremely proud of its involvement in various fundraising and charitable organizations. For example,
the RCC has its own Relay For Life team which spearheads the town’s commitment to the cause of finding a cure for cancer.
And additionally, each spring, the RCC donates scholarship awards to two Ramsey High School graduating seniors.
Lastly, the RCC hosts two networking “socials.” One is in mid-January which rounds out the winter holidays, while the other
is in early July, kicking off the summer season. Both of these popular events include music, drinks and dinner and are widely
attended both by members and non-members alike.
The Ramsey Chamber of Commerce is always looking for new members as well as for those individuals who are interested
in furthering the bond between the community and Ramsey businesses. If you are interested in becoming a member, please
reach out to info@ramseychamber.com.
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Ramsey Police
The Ramsey Police Department Traffic Bureau has continued to experience pedestrian and bicycle
crashes within the Borough. The Traffic Bureau would like to share a few pointers with you in order to
prevent you from being the next person we tend to.
Pedestrian Safety: Pedestrians, especially on Main Street, must utilize the crosswalks made available
to them. Pedestrians have the right of way over vehicles when they enter a crosswalk. All too often
the police department notices pedestrians crossing the roadway between
parked vehicles or not in crosswalks. In these instances, pedestrian does not have the right
of way. It is a dangerous practice to cross the road away from a crosswalk on busy streets. If
pedestrians are walking in the roadway, the pedestrian must stay to the right and walk against
the flow of vehicle traffic (ex. walking northbound on the southbound side of North Franklin
Turnpike). At night, pedestrians should attempt to wear reflective or bright colored clothing so drivers are able to see you
in a crosswalk or on the side of the road.
Railroad Crossing Safety: Pedestrians and vehicles should NEVER ignore active warnings at crossings. Motor vehicle-train
have occurred despite them being equipped with the automatic signals. This is because some drivers choose to drive
around the gates or through the flashing red lights because they believe they can beat the train OR they assume a stopped
train had activated the signal. Despite recent efforts to upgrade the safety equipment at train crossings, adult pedestrians
go around down gates to catch trains. If you are late for your train, either arrive earlier or wait for the next one.
Bicycle Safety: Bicycle riders in the Borough shall follow the same motor vehicle laws as
people driving cars. Bicycle riders need to stop at stop signs, signal to make turns and allow
vehicles to pass when safe. Bicycle riders under the age of 17 must wear a helmet. Helmet
sizing is key to safety in order to prevent brain injuries like concussions. Helmets need to be
snug to your head when the straps are connected. If you have any questions, please do not
hesitate to reach out to the Ramsey Police Department Traffic Bureau.

Ramsey Ambulance
CELEBRATING 65 YEARS OF VOLUNTEERS!
In 2018, Ramsey Ambulance Corps. (RAC) responded to a total of 1,463 calls, an increase from 2017 call volume. Not
only has RAC seen an increase in calls, but the number of simultaneous calls has also increased. Our volunteers logged
a total of over 22,644 of man hours and our ambulances logged a total of 26,334 miles.
Dee Duncan, RAC Chief noted, “It is my honor to lead an organization that prides ourselves on the ability to serve our
borough on a volunteer basis.” "RAC members are not only dedicated to answering a call for help, 24 hours a day, in
any kind of weather, but they complete countless hours of training in order to gain the confidence to do so."
Jane Simon, President of RAC noted, “RAC is celebrating our 65th year of continuous operation. In an era where
volunteer EMS agencies are closing, or going to a paid service, RAC continues to operate with a staff that is fully volunteer
and has never charged a patient for service We appreciate the commitment and support that we receive from our elected
officials and our community.”
Though RAC is made up solely of volunteers, we still incur the same costs as any other business. we rely on the dedication
of people that are willing to get involved in the organization either financially or by giving their time. Later this year RAC
will be taking delivery of a new state-of-the art 2019 Freightliner ambulance to help ensure reliable and high-quality
emergency service to Ramsey 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 days a year.
RAC offers different membership types, including administrative, and we are always looking for dedicated members
to help us sustain our volunteer status. “Help us help your neighbor!” To join as a member, or make a tax-deductible
contribution, please visit: http://www.ramseyambulance.org
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Borough Directory
Police, Fire & Rescue Emergencies. . . . . Dial 9-1-1
Police Main Number. . . . . . . . . . . 201-327-2400
Municipal Building Main Number . 201-825-3400
Administrator. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .ext.228
Assessor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .ext.248
Borough Clerk . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .ext.225
Construction. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .ext.253
Construction Official . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ext.254
Municipal Court. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 201-825-0988
Engineer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .ext.262
Finance Officer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .ext.239
Fire Inspector. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .ext.256
Health Department. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .ext.245
Planning Board . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .ext.261
Public Works . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .ext.274
Recreation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 201-825-8299
Recycling, Shade Tree . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .ext.229
Tax Collector . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .ext.235
Water/Sewer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .ext.234
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