Ramsey Free Public Library

Meeting of the Board of Trustees April 12, 2010

The April meeting was called to order at 7:31 p.m. by President Rennie with the reading of the public meeting law.  Also present were Mayor Botta, Mr. Hurley, Mrs. Knauss, Mr. Lonier, Mrs. O’Neill (arrived 7:35 p.m.), Mr. Phelan, and Mrs. Thompson (arrived 7:33 p.m.), Trustees, Councilman Vozeh (arrived 7:55 p.m.), and Director Bloom.  Mr. Malvasi was absent.  The minutes of the March 8, 2010 meeting were accepted as received on motion by Mr. Phelan, seconded by Mr. Hurley, and passed.  

Project Manager Miller was present to provide the latest update.  He distributed his monthly report, dated April 12th, and reviewed the work which has been completed or which is in progress and the work which is projected for the next two weeks.  The gas service has not yet been brought to the building but that should be done soon.  The submittal process continues to be a challenge;  however, there has been no updated schedule so it is expected that the project completion date has not changed.  On Friday, March 19th, Director Bloom did a site walk with the AARK representative.  The canopy for the main entrance is now under construction.  The furniture bids, covering items not already on the state contract, were opened on Tuesday, March 30th.  The low bidder was Commercial Furniture Interiors, Inc.  Upon motion by Mrs. Rennie, seconded by Mrs. Knauss, the library board unanimously recommended that the Mayor and Council accept the bid of CFI, with a final sign-off by the governing body.  On Thursday, April 8th, Director Bloom, Mr. Miller, and Mrs. Rennie met with Judy Girod and Vince Lisanti to review both the bid details and other aspects of the interior design.  Mr. Miller has scheduled a meeting on Thursday, April 22nd, with CFI, also the library shelving vendor, to begin the coordination process.  He had the contracts for the shelving which were reviewed by Borough Attorney Scandariato, executed by the vendor, and signed by Mayor Botta.  Mr. Miller is researching prices for paving and striping and replacement costs for curbs, sidewalks, and pole lights.  There was some discussion about reworking the entrance into the site, modifying the turn which could result in the loss of a couple of parking spaces.  The county will need to be involved since Wyckoff Avenue is a county road.  Additionally, Mr. Miller will do a draft of the dedication plaque based upon the revision which was done at a prior meeting.  The window treatments were also discussed with an estimated cost of $40,000 for the motorized window shades and the electrical work.  Upon motion by Mr. Hurley, seconded by Mrs. Thompson, requisition number seven in the amount of $370,570 was unanimously approved for payment.  Director Bloom suggested a walk-through of the library prior to the Monday, May 10th meeting, at 7:00 p.m.          

Correspondence:  Director Bloom sent a thank you to the Junior Woman’s Club for their donation in the amount of $2,700 which will be used for the purchase of a book bin storage bench.  Mrs. Knauss moved that the received correspondence for March be accepted and filed, seconded by Mr. Phelan, and passed.  

Library Board Members Comments:  None
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Treasurer’s Report:  Mr. Hurley reviewed the balance sheet, the profit and loss sheet, and the budget.  He reported on additional renovation bills, including plans for the tele-data room which were redone and added to the blueprints and municipal approval fees which he will review.  Upon motion by Mrs. Rennie, seconded by Mrs. Thompson, up $6,500 for additional services, subject to review by the treasurer, was unanimously approved.  He also noted that there still is an $8,700 credit with Orange & Rockland.  PSE&G sent a bill for the temporary space which Ms. Paras is looking into.  Regarding the auditor’s report, he has some questions which he is checking into.  The treasurer’s report was accepted on motion by Mr. Lonier, seconded by Mr. Phelan, and passed.  

Director’s Report:  Assistant Director Elwell returned to work on Monday, March 22nd.  She will join the borough’s health plan beginning in June. 

Penny Van De Water will be retiring from the library, effective May 1st. 

There were six hours of overtime in March.

The temporary site weathered the rainy March weekend well although BCCLS lost all electrical service in Hackensack for four days.  Part-time hours were adjusted by the library staff to bring all charge/discharge and loan procedures back online.     

Governor Christie has proposed cutting the state library budget by 74% for 2011 which would eliminate delivery, interlibrary loan, and all database access.  Director Bloom noted that there is a link on the library’s website to assist with advocacy.  An e-mail from Joanne Roukens, Executive Director of Highlands Regional Library Cooperative, detailed what the budget cuts will mean to HRLC and the other regions.  Assembly bill A2555 would eliminate the 1/3 mill funding formula which has been used as the funding base for New Jersey public libraries.

Director Bloom shared information from the Public Library Association conference which she recently attended in Portland, Oregon.  Much of the presented information was about advocacy and the difficult financial times.  She did speak to various vendors regarding items for the renovated site.

Consent Resolution:  None
Public Comments:  None

Unfinished Business:  Mr. Lonier reviewed the updated summary for the voice/data cable portion of the renovation project.  Although quotes had been submitted from Eastern DataCom ($17,500.00) and InSynch Outsourcing ($27,454.51), the quotes from Uni-Tel ($14,328.00) and Telecom Support Specialists ($14,949.92) were the two which 
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were discussed in detail.  Upon motion by Mrs. Rennie, seconded by Mrs. O’Neill, subject to Mr. Scandariato’s review, the library board selected Telecom Support Specialists as its cable vendor, with five affirmative votes.

The Sakal donation is still moving forward.  The Reading Room will be named for Dot and Vic Sakal.  

New Business:  None
At 9:13 p.m., the meeting was closed on motion by Mr. Hurley, seconded by Mrs. Thompson, and passed.

