RAMSEY ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION
MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING – SEPTEMBER 14, 2010

The September meeting of the Ramsey Environmental Commission was called to order by Chairman Nerney at 7:35 p.m.  Also present were Mr. Goudelias, Mr. Kirk, Ms. Miller, Mr. Morris, and Ms. Strollo, Commissioners, Council Liaison Jones, and Mrs. Dey, Administrative Assistant.  Ms. Clarke, Mr. Tesoriero, and Mr. Thompson were absent.  

In accordance with the laws of the State of New Jersey, public notice of the meeting was published in The Ridgewood News on December 25, 2009 and in The Record on December 28, 2009 and posted in the Municipal Building.
MINUTES


The August 10, 2010 minutes will be approved at the October meeting.   
CORRESPONDENCE

Minutes-
Board of Adjustment-July 21, 2010, meeting agenda
Design Review Board-July 27, 2010
Planning Board-August 3, 2010 meeting agenda
Shade Tree Commission-July 15, 2010  
Wiersma Subdivision, 180 Forest Avenue
Notices from “Effective Promotions”
PUBLIC COMMENT # 1

Mr. Alan Braggin, 25 Franklin Street, was present primarily to discuss “The Castle.”  Mr. Nerney responded to Mr. Braggin’s inquiry about the objective of the Environmental Commission.  Mr. Braggin noted that he has attended several Board of Adjustment hearings at which “The Castle” has been discussed and he has many concerns about the project, several of which are environmental.  A portion of Masonicus Brook goes through the property in question.  The proposed go-karts will be gas-powered with the potential for run-off.  The noise will affect the surrounding properties.  He suggested that the area be used for a park to help maintain open space in the borough rather than “jam in” an entertainment center for children who, in his opinion, should be doing other things.  Mr. Nerney explained that the Environment Commission is an advisory board and has no veto power.  If the project goes through, the proposed location, between the highway and the railroad, is a good one in the borough.  Mr. Braggin visited “The Castle” in Chester, New York and noted that the parking there is an issue.  The Environmental Commission has not yet sent a letter to the Board of Adjustment regarding this project.  He asked if the Environmental Commission receives feedback regarding such letters to the Board of Adjustment and the Planning Board.  Mr. Braggin also shared information regarding a Shade Tree Commission issue with the owner of 112-114 West Oak Street 
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(16 Hubbard Lane) who was fined $23,000 for improper tree removal.  He has not complied with the tree remediation plan agreed to in lieu of that fine.  He is hopeful that there will be finalization soon.      
DEVELOPMENTS/SITE PLANS
WIERSMA SUBDIVISION, 180 FOREST AVENUE


Ms. Miller and Ms. Strollo will handle this project.  It will be ascertained if a letter had been sent when the project first came before the Environmental Commission in 2008.  This plan is similar to the original.  There had been a shared driveway which was problematic.  As part of an agreement, both neighbors relinquished any easement rights to use the other’s property for ingress or egress.  A variance is being requested from the Planning Board for inadequate lot area as measured within 140 feet of the street line.  

OLD BUSINESS
“THE CASTLE,” 686 ISLAND ROAD (BLOCK 3603, LOT 1)


Mr. Morris, Mr. Nerney, and Mr. Thompson are handling this project for the Environmental Commission.  They have several concerns and a letter will be written shortly. 
SUSTAINABLE JERSEY


Regarding Sustainable Jersey, Ramsey will not be certified in 2010 but should be set for 2011, partly because of the points generated by the environmental resource inventory.  The ERI subcommittee, Mr. Kirk, Mr. Morris, Mr. Nerney, and Ms. Strollo (liaison for the project), met with Borough Administrator Saros and representatives from ANJEC and Princeton Hydro on Tuesday, August 17th.  Ms. Strollo summarized the actions which have taken place thus far.  The borough’s 1992 Natural Resources Inventory has been put on the website.  

RAMSEY DAY


The Environmental Commission’s booth at Ramsey Day was an active place.  One condition of the ANJEC grant was community outreach.  One hundred ten people completed the survey.  Ms. Strollo shared the results which she tabulated, including items such as concern with wildlife overpopulation, requests for more borough clean-up days, and recycling more at the schools.  
REPORT OF THE COUNCIL LIAISON


Councilman Jones agreed that the Environmental Commission’s Ramsey Day booth was an excellent one.


Potential candidates for the borough engineer position are being interviewed.  Mr. Reed is retiring at the end of the month.  
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Orange & Rockland has almost completed clean-up of their area by Tisdale School.  The borough is considering its purchase.

Councilman Andrew Siemsen resigned and was replaced by Ken Tyburczy.


No cell tower recommendation has been offered by the governing body yet.  
PUBLIC COMMENT #2

Mr. Braggin noted that if “The Castle” is denied, the area would be an excellent location for an educational park with raised planting beds and a windmill.  Classes could be taught about growing vegetables and mulching, two of his suggestions. 
ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business to come before the Environmental Commission, Mr. Nerney moved that the meeting be adjourned at 8:45 p.m., seconded by Mr. Kirk, and passed.
  NEXT MEETING:

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 12, 2010
Meeting Date:  October 12, 2010
RAMSEY ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION AGENDA

General

· Attendance/Roll Call
Public Comment #1
Discussion/Approval of Minutes

· August 10th meeting, September 14th meeting
Developments/Site Plans
Correspondence/Announcements
· Notice re: October 28, 2010 meeting of the Bergen County Environmental Council regarding an effort to control the Canada goose population

Old Business
· Wiersma Subdivision, 180 Forest Avenue
· “The Castle,” 686 Island Road (Block 3603, Lot 1)
· Community Outreach/Sustainable Jersey/Newsletter/Green Team
· Environmental Resource Inventory update
· Ramsey Journal scholarship inclusion
· Website updates?

Report of the Council Liaison
Commissioner Comments

New Business
Public Comment #2
Committee/Commission Reviews (Commissioner assignments)  
· Board of Adjustment-August 18, 2010 (Strollo)
· Board of Health-(all)
· Board of Public Works-(Clarke)
· Design Review Board-(Kirk)
· Planning Board-September 7, 2010, meeting agenda (all)
· Shade Tree Commission-August 19, 2010 (Thompson)
Adjournment

