RAMSEY ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION
MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING – OCTOBER 12, 2010

The October meeting of the Ramsey Environmental Commission was called to order by Chairman Nerney at 7:40 p.m.  Also present were Ms. Clarke, Mr. Kirk, Ms. Miller, Mr. Morris, Mr. Tesoriero, and Mr. Thompson, Commissioners, and Mrs. Dey, Administrative Assistant.  Mr. Goudelias, Ms. Strollo, and Council Liaison Jones were absent.  

In accordance with the laws of the State of New Jersey, public notice of the meeting was published in The Ridgewood News on December 25, 2009 and in The Record on December 28, 2009 and posted in the Municipal Building.
MINUTES


On motion by Mr. Nerney, seconded by Mr. Kirk, the minutes of the August 10, 2010 meeting were accepted as received.  On motion by Mr. Nerney, seconded by Mr. Thompson, the minutes of the September 14, 2010 meeting were accepted as received. 
CORRESPONDENCE

Minutes-
Board of Adjustment-August 18, 2010
Planning Board-September 7, 2010, meeting agenda
Shade Tree Commission-August 19, 2010  
Site plan, 46 Grant Street, lots 23 and 24
Notice re:  October 28, 2010 meeting of the Bergen County Environmental Council regarding an effort to control the Canada goose population

Notices from “Effective Promotions”
DEVELOPMENTS/SITE PLANS
46 GRANT STREET

Mr. Nerney and Mr. Thompson will handle this project, a two-story office building.
OLD BUSINESS
WIERSMA SUBDIVISION, 180 FOREST AVENUE


Ms. Miller and Ms. Strollo handled this project.  It was ascertained that no letter had been sent when the project first came before the Environmental Commission in 2008.  
The current plan is similar to the original.  There had been a shared driveway which was 
problematic.  As part of an agreement, both neighbors relinquished any easement rights to use the other’s property for ingress or egress.  A variance is being requested from the 
Environmental Commission
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October 12, 2010       
Planning Board for inadequate lot area as measured within 140 feet of the street line.  The Environmental Commission’s standard letter which indicates no major environmental concerns will be sent to the Planning Board.  

“THE CASTLE,” 686 ISLAND ROAD (BLOCK 3603, LOT 1)


Mr. Morris, Mr. Nerney, and Mr. Thompson are handling this project for the Environmental Commission.  They have several concerns which Mr. Nerney included in a letter which he read to the Commissioners for input.  The letter will be forwarded to the Board of Adjustment.  Their next meeting is Wednesday, October 20th.  The borough’s planner, Betsy McKenzie, is expected to testify at that meeting and give her professional opinion on the project.   
SUSTAINABLE JERSEY


Ms. Clarke noted that she will be meeting with Borough Administrator Saros shortly.  The anti-idling signs have been put up and information is available on the website.  Dr. Morton, principal of Tisdale School, mentioned anti-idling at Back-to-School Night.  Regarding Sustainable Jersey, Ramsey will not be certified in 2010 but should be set for 2011, partly because of the points generated by the environmental resource inventory.  A press release has been running in the Suburban News requesting photos for the inventory.  The ERI subcommittee (Mr. Kirk, Mr. Morris, Mr. Nerney, Ms. Strollo) sent its recommendations for the Environmental Resource Management Recommendations (ERMR) which focus mainly on water conservation, limiting pollution, preservation of open space, and sustainability.  

NEW BUSINESS


Orange & Rockland indicated that they are finished with their clean-up of the site by Tisdale School and the parcel will be put up for sale.  The borough is considering its purchase.   

Mr. Thompson shared information about the start of a comprehensive planning effort for the Ramapo Mountains of Bergen County which will result in the production of a management plan for the county nature park.  An article by Jeff Tittel, director of the New Jersey chapter of the Sierra Club, entitled “Environmental disaster in the making,” appeared in The Record.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business to come before the Environmental Commission, Mr. Nerney moved that the meeting be adjourned at 8:05 p.m., seconded by Mr. Thompson, and passed.
  NEXT MEETING:

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 2010




Meeting Date:  November 9, 2010
RAMSEY ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION AGENDA

General

· Attendance/Roll Call
Public Comment #1
Discussion/Approval of Minutes

· October 12th meeting
Developments/Site Plans
Correspondence/Announcements
Old Business
· 46 Grant Street
· “The Castle,” 686 Island Road (Block 3603, Lot 1)
· Community Outreach/Sustainable Jersey/Newsletter/Green Team
· Environmental Resource Inventory update
Report of the Council Liaison
Commissioner Comments

New Business
Public Comment #2
Committee/Commission Reviews (Commissioner assignments)  
· Board of Adjustment-September 15, 2010, meeting agenda (Strollo)
· Board of Health-(all)
· Board of Public Works-September 29, 2010 (Clarke)
· Design Review Board-August 24, 2010, September 28, 2010 (Kirk)
· Planning Board-October 5, 2010, meeting agendas (all)
· Shade Tree Commission-September 17, 2010 (Thompson)
Adjournment

