RAMSEY ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION
MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING – NOVEMBER 9, 2010

The November meeting of the Ramsey Environmental Commission was called to order by Chairman Nerney at 7:35 p.m.  Also present were Ms. Clarke, Mr. Goudelias, Mr. Kirk, Ms. Miller, Ms. Strollo, and Mr. Thompson, Commissioners, Council Liaison Jones, and Mrs. Dey, Administrative Assistant.  Mr. Morris and Mr. Tesoriero were absent.  

In accordance with the laws of the State of New Jersey, public notice of the meeting was published in The Ridgewood News on December 25, 2009 and in The Record on December 28, 2009 and posted in the Municipal Building.
MINUTES


On motion by Ms. Clarke, seconded by Ms. Strollo, the minutes of the October 12, 2010 meeting were accepted as received.   
CORRESPONDENCE

Minutes-
Board of Adjustment-September 15, 2010, meeting agenda
Board of Public Works-September 29, 2010

Design Review Board-August 24, 2010, September 28, 2010

Planning Board-October 5, 2010, meeting agendas
Shade Tree Commission-September 17, 2010 
Thank you note from Ms. Clarke re: selection as the Environmental Commission’s “Volunteer of the Year”
Notices from “Effective Promotions”
PUBLIC COMMENT #1


Ms. Debbie Lum, 219 South Central Avenue, was present to share information regarding the company, wowgreen, which patented a combination of enzymes for use in its products.  She distributed a folder with pertinent hand-outs.  She referred to Material Safety Data Sheets which supply important information for the consumer.  She demonstrated the products on a whiteboard and a rug piece.  The products are competitively priced and designed for the environment.  The Commissioners provided suggestions for further sharing of the information about wowgreen, including contact with the Board of Health.


Mr. Alan Braggin, 25 Franklin Street, extended his congratulations to Ms. Clarke for her recognition as “Volunteer of the Year” for the Environmental Commission.  He shared an idea which he had proposed to the Shade Tree Commission regarding 
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“recycling on site,” whereby residents recycle and compost their leaves on their own properties.  He suggested that the idea might be good for green credits for Sustainable Jersey and could save the borough a lot of money.  He also delineated his actions regarding 46 Grant Street, noting that he had contacted the NJDEP about the site and the low-impact swale for mediation for runoff from the parking area to the retention area.  He had been informed that the application had initially been denied by the DEP and that new plans had been requested which are being evaluated now.  Conditional approval for the project has been given by the Planning Board, with a waiver for curbing.  He expressed his concern about non-point source pollution because of water run-off.  He would rather see an application meet the burden of proof than have it receive a conditional approval.  He also commented upon the “Castle” application which is before the Board of Adjustment.  He mentioned such issues as fencing, traffic, impact from gas spills from the go-karts, and storage tanks for the gas.         
OLD BUSINESS
46 GRANT STREET


Mr. Nerney and Mr. Thompson are handling this project, a two-story office building.  A letter will be sent to the Planning Board detailing environmental concerns about impact on Masonicus Brook.  Mr. Braggin initiated a give-and-take regarding the waiver for the curbing.  It is expected that the DEP will approve the newly submitted plan.  Additionally, there was some discussion about the tree inventory and the proposed landscaping for the site.    
“THE CASTLE,” 686 ISLAND ROAD (BLOCK 3603, LOT 1)


Mr. Morris, Mr. Nerney, and Mr. Thompson are handling this project for the Environmental Commission.  They have several concerns which Mr. Nerney included in an October 13th letter which was forwarded to the Board of Adjustment.  Since that letter did not include any reference to the storage tanks which were observed on the property, another letter will be written by Mr. Nerney.  A special meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, November 30th.  No noise study was requested; there is ambient noise from the highway.  Go-kart noise is similar to that of a lawnmower.  It was noted that there is a necessity to rely upon the professionals who testify during the application hearings.  A traffic expert will be reviewing the application.    
SUSTAINABLE JERSEY


Ms. Clarke reported that she and Ms. Miller did an audit at Tisdale School on Monday, November 8th.  They observed that there were twenty-six cars in a queue and of those cars, fifteen cars were idling.  The anti-idling signs have been put up and information is available on the website.  Similar audits will be completed at the other borough schools.  She also reported on an article in the Tuesday, November 4th Suburban News entitled “Application for energy-savings audit OK’d,” which pertained to the police station and the borough garage at the Westside Plaza off Main Street.  Ms. Clarke will be contacting Ramapo College since they have begun sustainability programs.  She will 
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explore the possibility of having Ramapo students help with a film series and borough audits.  Ms. Strollo summarized the contents of the quarterly report about the ERI, including the press release which has been running in the Suburban News requesting photos for the inventory, online information, work with the consultant, and inclusions for the Environmental Resource Management Recommendations (ERMR) which focus 
mainly on water conservation, limiting pollution, preservation of open space, and sustainability.
COUNCIL LIAISON

Orange & Rockland indicated that they are finished with their clean-up of the site by Tisdale School and the parcel will be put up for sale.  The borough has been considering its purchase.  Mr. Jones also congratulated Ms. Clarke for her recognition as the Environmental Commission’s “Volunteer of the Year.”   
COMMISSION REVIEWS

Board of Adjustment


An application for a cell tower in the Grove Street/Lantern Lane area will be considered by the board.  There is an AT & T substation there.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business to come before the Environmental Commission, Mr. Nerney moved that the meeting be adjourned at 9:05 p.m., seconded by Ms. Miller, and passed.
  NEXT MEETING:

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2010





Meeting Date:  December 14, 2010
RAMSEY ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION AGENDA

General

· Attendance/Roll Call
Public Comment #1
Discussion/Approval of Minutes

· November 9th meeting
Developments/Site Plans
· 984 Route 17 North, Ramsey Holdings, LLC
Correspondence/Announcements
· Invoice/Voucher Certification Form-2011 ANJEC Membership Dues
· Response re: December 2, 2010 “Castle” letter
Old Business
· 46 Grant Street
· “The Castle,” 686 Island Road (Block 3603, Lot 1)
· Community Outreach/Sustainable Jersey/Newsletter/Green Team
· Environmental Resource Inventory update
Report of the Council Liaison
Commissioner Comments

New Business
Public Comment #2
Committee/Commission Reviews (Commissioner assignments)  
· Board of Adjustment-October 20, 2010, meeting agenda (Strollo)
· Board of Health-(all)
· Board of Public Works-October 18, 2010 (Clarke)
· Design Review Board-October 26, 2010 (Kirk)
· Planning Board-October 19, 2010, November 16, 2010, meeting agendas (all)
· Shade Tree Commission-October 21, 2010 (Thompson)
Adjournment

