RAMSEY ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION
MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING – JUNE 8, 2010

The June meeting of the Ramsey Environmental Commission was called to order by Chairman Nerney at 7:35 p.m.  Also present were Ms. Clarke, Mr. Goudelias, Mr. Kirk, Mr. Morris, Ms. Strollo, Mr. Tesoriero, and Mr. Thompson, Commissioners, and Mrs. Dey, Administrative Assistant.  Ms. Miller and Council Liaison Jones were absent.  

In accordance with the laws of the State of New Jersey, public notice of the meeting was published in The Ridgewood News on December 25, 2009 and in The Record on December 28, 2009 and posted in the Municipal Building.
MINUTES


On motion by Mr. Thompson, seconded by Mr. Morris, the minutes of the May 11, 2010 meeting were accepted as received. 
CORRESPONDENCE

Minutes-
Board of Adjustment-April 21, 2010, meeting agenda
Board of Health-April 8, 2010

Design Review Board-March 23, 2010, April 27, 2010

Planning Board-May 4, 2010, meeting agenda
Shade Tree Commission-April 15, 2010  
Letter, dated May 12, 2010, from Chris Bailey, regarding his Eagle Scout project.  His project entails building six bat houses and placing them in locations throughout Ramsey.
Notices from “Effective Promotions”
PUBLIC COMMENT # 1-None
DEVELOPMENTS/SITE PLANS
OLD BUSINESS
“THE CASTLE,” 686 ISLAND ROAD (BLOCK 3603, LOT 1)


Ms. Strollo reviewed basic information about “The Castle,” a Board of Adjustment project.  The unique amusement “park” will include mini-golf, go-karts, bumper boats, an arcade, rock climbing, and laser tag.  Its location is in a B-3 zone.  She noted that no Ramsey ordinances reference bumper boats and the like.  At least five Board of Adjustment members must approve the project.  It was further noted that the Board of Health minutes included concerns regarding noise, bright lights, air pollution, carbon monoxide, and traffic.  Mr. Morris, Mr. Nerney, and Mr. Thompson are handling “The Castle.” 
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June 8, 2010 
SUSTAINABLE JERSEY


Ms. Clarke provided a comprehensive update; she is looking in all areas for points.  Purbita Saha, a University of Connecticut student, is doing an excellent job.  The Green Team will be meeting on Thursday, June 10th.  The anti-idling signs will be checked throughout the borough and an informational letter has been prepared.  The proposed energy audit of the renovated library should be able to utilize data which was generated during the development of the project.  Lothrop Associates, architects for the project, were contacted and proposed a $12,000 fee for the necessary documentation.  Regarding the land use pledge, Dr. Iorio, Chairman of the Planning Board, had some concerns which have been addressed.  The governing body is ready to pass the pledge.  The finalized land use pledge will go into the Master Plan. The grant application which was filed with ANJEC to pay half of the cost of the environmental resource inventory which was last done in 1992 was processed and Ramsey has been awarded $7.500.  The Master Plan will be revised in 2012; the inventory will complement that plan.  A committee consisting of Mr. Kirk, Mr. Morris, Mr. Nerney, and Ms. Strollo will review submitted proposals and make a recommendation to Borough Engineer Reed.   Mr. Tesoriero reported that the home audit program as well as the solar program has been suspended at this point.  It was suggested that one of the environmental topics for the next newsletter be solar power.  The next Shred-It Day is scheduled for Saturday, June 12th.    
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION SCHOLARSHIP

Mr. Nerney reviewed the information for the $500 environmental scholarship which was discussed.  Ramsey Day and/or clean-up day could be used for point number one.  
RAMSEY CLEAN-UP DAY

The Environmental Commission applied for a $300 grant for clean-up day.
RAMSEY DAY


Ramsey Day is scheduled for Saturday, September 11th.  The committee includes Mr. Kirk, Ms. Miller, Mr. Morris, Ms. Strollo, and Mr. Thompson.  Some new ideas were discussed including water bottles with filters, packets containing information about Sustainable Jersey, stormwater management, and other current environmental topics, shirts to identify the group which also could be distributed at clean-up day, as well as the Shop-Rite canvas bags.  Relatedly, the Commissioners have been asked to help at the Fourth of July observation.      
PUBLIC COMMENT #2-None

Environmental Commission


- 3 -


June 8, 2010  
COMMISSION REVIEWS

Board of Public Works

Bill Horton, Superintendent of Public Works, is retiring and his replacement is being discussed.
Planning Board


A site plan waiver was granted for Kentucky Fried Chicken/Taco Bell.
ADJOURNMENT


There being no further business to come before the Environmental Commission, Ms. Strollo moved that the meeting be adjourned at 8:34 p.m., seconded by Mr. Kirk, and passed.
  NEXT MEETING:

TUESDAY, AUGUST 10, 2010
(The July meeting was canceled.)
Meeting Date:  August 10, 2010
RAMSEY ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION AGENDA

General

· Attendance/Roll Call
Public Comment #1
Discussion/Approval of Minutes

· June 8th meeting
Developments/Site Plans
Correspondence/Announcements
· Open Space Momentum
· Shop-Rite Earth 2010
· Notice re:  October 28th meeting
Old Business
· “The Castle,” 686 Island Road (Block 3603, Lot 1)
· Community Outreach/Sustainable Jersey/Newsletter/Green Team
· Sustainable Land-Use Pledge 
· Environmental Resource Inventory
· Environmental Commission scholarship
· Ramsey Clean-up Day Grant
· Ramsey Day

Report of the Council Liaison
Commissioner Comments

New Business
Public Comment #2
Committee/Commission Reviews (Commissioner assignments)  
· Board of Adjustment-May 19, 2010, June 16, 2010, meeting agendas (Strollo)
· Board of Health-(all)
· Board of Public Works-May 17, 2010, June 21, 2010 (Clarke)
· Design Review Board-May 25, 2010, June 22, 2010 (Kirk)
· Planning Board-July 20, 2010, meeting agendas (all)
· Shade Tree Commission-June 17, 2010 (Thompson)
Adjournment

