RAMSEY ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION
MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING – JANUARY 12, 2010

The January meeting of the Ramsey Environmental Commission was called to order by Vice-Chairman Strollo at 7:36 p.m.  Also present were Ms. Clarke, Mr. Kirk (arrived 7:37 p.m.), Ms. Miller, Mr. Morris, Mr. Nerney (arrived 7:37 p.m.), and Mr. Thompson, Commissioners.  Mr. Goudelias, Mr. Tesoriero, and Council Liaison Jones were absent.  Due to the absence of Mrs. Dey, Administrative Assistant, the meeting was tape recorded.    

In accordance with the laws of the State of New Jersey, public notice of the meeting was published in The Ridgewood News on December 25, 2009 and in The Record on December 28, 2009 and posted in the Municipal Building.
MINUTES


On motion by Mr. Morris, seconded by Ms. Clarke, the minutes of the December 8, 2009 meeting were accepted as received by those in attendance at that meeting.  
CORRESPONDENCE

Minutes-
Board of Adjustment-October 21, 2009, meeting agenda
Board of Public Works-October 19, 2009, November 16, 2009

Design Review Board-September 22, 2009

Planning Board-December 1, 2009, meeting agendas
Shade Tree Commission-November 19, 2009
Notices from “Effective Promotions”
PUBLIC COMMENT # 1

Ms. Strollo explained the thinking behind the inclusion of two opportunities for public comment, one at the beginning of the meeting and the other following New Business. 
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January 12, 2010 
OLD BUSINESS
MISSION STATEMENT


The Environmental Commission’s Mission Statement, which had been adopted April 12, 2005, will be reviewed for any possible additions, revisions, or expansions.  

DUNKIN DONUTS (775 ROUTE 17 SOUTH, BLOCK 4701, LOT 12)


Mr. Morris and Ms. Strollo are handling this Planning Board project.  They walked the property and have no major environmental concerns.  The old building will be razed.  The new building will have an accessory drive-through window.  The plans include improvements to the buffer.  The problems with the Franklin Turnpike site were studied as these plans were developed.  Discussion of the project will be continued at the February 2nd Planning Board meeting. 
SUSTAINABLE JERSEY


Ms. Clarke reported that the Green Team has met a couple of times; the next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, January 21st.  Information about the team was added to the borough website by Borough Clerk Bendian.  New for 2010 is the necessity of completing two of four priority actions.  Ms. Clarke selected energy audits for the municipal buildings and the sustainable land use pledge which, it is expected, falls under the Master Plan.  She will pull the packet to ascertain how the pledge relates to the Master Plan.  The team will be attending an upcoming council work session.  The other two priority actions are a municipal carbon footprint and a water conservation ordinance.  She asked if the anti-idling information has been put on the borough schools’ websites.  Ms. Miller indicated that it is on Dater’s website.  She will check about the other schools.  Ms. Clarke noted that thirty-four towns became certified in 2009; more than two hundred forty are registered to go through the process.  She has spoken with Gray Russell from Montclair, a certified town, who was very helpful.  She will be meeting with Borough Administrator Saros on Friday, January 15th.       
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION SCHOLARSHIP

The criteria for the scholarship must be established in February/March in order to be part of the high school’s process for 2010.  Mr. Nerney indicated that either the Commission can select the recipient directly or they can forward their criteria to the high school’s committee for selection.  He recommended the second option.  It will be ascertained whether a portion of the Commission’s budget can be used for such a scholarship or whether the scholarship must come from funds which are raised, such as on Ramsey Day.     
REPORT OF THE COUNCIL LIAISON


Councilman Jones will be the liaison through March.  Councilwoman Dillon will be the liaison through the rest of 2010.
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January 12, 2010  
COMMISSIONER COMMENTS

Regarding the Rockland Electric substation property behind Tisdale School, the area will be cleaned up under the direction of Rockland Electric.  A DEP permit is necessary because the property borders wetlands.  The borough is considering its purchase as open space.
NEW BUSINESS


Ms. Strollo brought up the annual clean-up day which will be scheduled in April.  Saturday dates of April 10th and April 17th were proposed.  Last year’s date was April 18th.  Poison ivy becomes an issue if the clean-up occurs later than those dates.  She suggested that the clean-up be somehow varied, expanded, or freshened up.  She noted that the clean-up has been scheduled from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. and participants have indicated that are done cleaning up the borough properties by noon.  Perhaps more areas will be designated, such as Darlington Avenue and Woodland Avenue.  Committee members include Ms. Clarke, Mr. Kirk, Ms. Miller, Mr. Morris, Ms. Strollo, and Mr. Thompson.  
PUBLIC COMMENT #2-None

COMMISSION REVIEWS

Board of Adjustment


Ms. Strollo reported that Metro PCS will be appearing before the Board.  She also detailed the complexity of the project regarding a landlocked lot on Grove Street; the lot has no street frontage.  The decision by the zoning officer that the lot is not buildable is being appealed.      
ADJOURNMENT


There being no further business to come before the Environmental Commission, Mr. Nerney moved that the meeting be adjourned at 8:22 p.m., seconded by Mr. Kirk, and passed.
  NEXT MEETING:

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 2010
Meeting Date:  February 9, 2010
RAMSEY ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION AGENDA

General

· Attendance/Roll Call
Public Comment #1
Discussion/Approval of Minutes

· January 12th meeting
Developments/Site Plans
Correspondence/Announcements
· Letter from Harold Reed, re:  Attachment E, 10 Point Summary
· Application for Freshwater Wetlands Letter of Interpretation, re:  Island Road

(Block 4508, Lots 1 and 12)  The project involves the excavation of soil and gravel, the 
removal of Orangeburg fiber conduits and the removal of the top few inches of 
concrete pads associated with the formed Ramsey electrical substation.  The area will 
be restored to a green lawn.
Old Business 
· Dunkin Donuts-775 Route 17 South, Block 4701, Lot 12
· Community Outreach/Sustainable Jersey/Newsletter/Green Team
· Sustainable Jersey Home Audit Program

· Environmental Commission scholarship

· Mission Statement review

· Ramsey Clean-up Day

Report of the Council Liaison
Commissioner Comments

New Business
Public Comment #2
Committee/Commission Reviews (Commissioner assignments)  
· Board of Adjustment-December 16, 2009, meeting agenda (Strollo)
· Board of Health-(all)
· Board of Public Works-December 21, 2009 (Clarke)
· Design Review Board-December 22, 2009 (Kirk)
· Planning Board-January 5, 2009, January 19, 2009, meeting agendas (all)
· Shade Tree Commission-December 17, 2009 (Thompson)
Adjournment

