RAMSEY ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION
MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING – SEPTEMBER 13, 2011

The September meeting of the Ramsey Environmental Commission was called to order by Vice-Chairman Strollo at 7:34 p.m.  Also present were Ms. Clarke, Mr. Goudelias (arrived at 7:55 p.m.), Mr. Kirk, Ms. Miller (arrived at 7:45 p.m.), Mr. Morris, Mr. Nerney (arrived at 8:10 p.m.) and Mr. Thompson (arrived at 7:40 p.m.), Commissioners, Council Liaison Weber, and Mrs. Dey, Administrative Assistant.  Mr. Tesoriero was absent.  

In accordance with the laws of the State of New Jersey, public notice of the meeting was published in The Ridgewood News on December 31, 2010 and in The Record on December 31, 2010 and posted in the Municipal Building.
MINUTES


On motion by Mr. Kirk, seconded by Mr. Nerney, the minutes of the August 9, 2011 meeting were accepted as received.    
CORRESPONDENCE

Minutes-
Board of Adjustment-July 20, 2011
Board of Public Works-June 20, 2011
Design Review Board-June 28, 2011

Planning Board-August 2, 2011, August 16, 2011, meeting agendas 
Notices from “Effective Promotions”
DEVELOPMENTS/SITE PLANS-None
PUBLIC COMMENT #1

Mr. Alan Braggin, 25 Franklin Street, commented upon the problems caused by Hurricanes Irene and Lee, citing the additive effects of every approved project.  He specifically mentioned some of the particulars of the Ramsey Housing project, noting that today’s regulations would not have allowed some of the development which had taken place in the past.  A drainage consultant did look at the aforementioned project.    
OLD BUSINESS

SHANNON ROSE


Ms. Clarke, Ms. Strollo, and Mr. Thompson handled this project which was approved by the Planning Board.  The signage was approved at the August 16th Planning Board meeting.  
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GABRELLIAN ASSOCIATES (HOWARD JOHNSON’S SITE)    

Mr. Goudelias, Ms. Strollo, and Mr. Thompson are handling the review of this project on the Howard Johnson’s site adjacent to Interstate Shopping Center.  Two restaurants, Sarcu, a sushi/teriyaki restaurant, and Chipotle Grill, and ULTA are proposed for the site.  Following review of the pertinent information, the Environmental Commission forwarded a letter to the Planning Board including concerns and suggestions regarding proper stormwater management on the site, the ingress and egress at the new development, and the utilization of green building design and energy efficient techniques where feasible.  The project was approved by the Planning Board.   
RAMSEY HOUSING, INC. (AIRMOUNT WOODS)

Ms. Miller, Mr. Morris, and Mr. Nerney are handling the review of this project at 180 Airmount Avenue.  The applicant is requesting minor subdivision approval for three lots at 180, 192, and 210 Airmount Avenue, which are located in the R-1 single family zone.  The proposed single residence will contain eight residential units to be used by autistic adults.  There is a variance requested for maximum living space of 6,000 square feet where 5,500 square feet is permitted.  There is a significant drainage/flooding issue in the area.  Some residents had concerns regarding parking since there is no street parking.  The project was approved by the Planning Board.  
SUSTAINABLE JERSEY


The fall issue of The Journal will be coming out soon and will include a summary of the Sustainable Jersey certification items.  In his letter, Mayor Botta includes both non-point source pollution as well as stormwater management.  Ms. Clarke reported on a 2009 ordinance regarding Construction Renovation and Demolition Debris which had no form associated with it.  She developed a form which could be used for documentation.  There is work to be done with the Shade Tree Commission, including establishment of a current tree canopy goal, which will earn the remaining points necessary for Sustainable Jersey certification.
RAMSEY DAY


Ramsey Day went very well and more money was raised than ever before, a total of $231.  An exceptional group of young people assisted with the booth.  They engaged people, shared information, and sold “smencils.”  Mr. Kirk developed the questions from the Environmental Resource Inventory for the booth’s game.  

“CASTLE” FOLLOW-UP


The phase I environmental assessment was received and reviewed by both Mr. Nerney and Ms. Strollo.  The tank which is on the property, which was a residential site, is probably a heating oil tank.  When the site is developed, the developer will need to do something with the tank.  There is no evidence of contamination.  Mrs. Dey forwarded the assessment to the borough engineer and to Mr. Mammone for their review.         
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COUNCIL LIAISON

On Wednesday, October 19th, the freeholders will be voting on the funds to purchase Orange & Rockland’s two-acre parcel of land for the borough’s open space inventory.  Sale of the borough’s public water and sewer systems has been shelved for now and will probably be a 2012 item.  Konica Minolta will be attending the September 15th Mayor and Council meeting regarding its solar panel project.  There have been many donations towards Ramsey’s 9/11 memorial which Councilman Weber enumerated.  He had no cell tower updates.  The Riparian Zone Ordinance was passed by the governing body.    
NEW BUSINESS-None
PUBLIC COMMENT #2

Mr. Braggin asked about the purpose of and the process surrounding the 2009 ordinance which Ms. Clarke had mentioned.  There was discussion about who takes the construction/demolition debris.  He noted that he had called Orange & Rockland about their proactive tree trimming.  He also mentioned his suggestion that neighbors be informed when the Shade Tree Commission is going to hear a tree removal request which could impact their property.   
ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business to come before the Environmental Commission, Ms. Clarke moved that the meeting be adjourned at 8:25 p.m., seconded by Ms. Kirk, and passed.
  NEXT MEETING:

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 11, 2011




Meeting Date:  October 11, 2011
RAMSEY ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION AGENDA

General

· Attendance/Roll Call
Public Comment #1
Discussion/Approval of Minutes

· September 13th meeting
Developments/Site Plans
Correspondence/Announcements
· Memo re: Flood Mitigation Funding, Blue Acres Grants
Old Business
· Shannon Rose Irish Pub
· Howard Johnson’s site (Gabrellian Associates)
· Ramsey Housing, Inc. (180 Airmount Avenue)
· Community Outreach/Sustainable Jersey/Newsletter/Green Team
Report of the Council Liaison
Commissioner Comments

New Business
Public Comment #2
Committee/Commission Reviews (Commissioner assignments)  
· Board of Adjustment-August 17, 2011, meeting agenda (Strollo)
· Board of Health-(all)
· Board of Public Works-July 25, 2011 (Clarke)
· Design Review Board-July 26, 2011, August 23, 2011 (Kirk)
· Planning Board-September 6, 2011, September 20, 2011, meeting agendas (all)
· Shade Tree Commission-July 21, 2011, August 18, 2011 (Thompson)
Adjournment

