RAMSEY ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION
MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING – JUNE 14, 2011

The June meeting of the Ramsey Environmental Commission was called to order by Chairman Nerney at 7:35 p.m.  Also present were Ms. Clarke, Mr. Kirk, Ms. Miller, Mr. Morris, Ms. Strollo, and Mr. Thompson, Commissioners, Council Liaison Weber, and Mrs. Dey, Administrative Assistant.  Mr. Goudelias and Mr. Tesoriero were absent.  

In accordance with the laws of the State of New Jersey, public notice of the meeting was published in The Ridgewood News on December 31, 2010 and in The Record on December 31, 2010 and posted in the Municipal Building.
MINUTES


On motion by Mr. Thompson, seconded by Ms. Clarke, the minutes of the May 19, 2011 meeting were accepted as received.    
CORRESPONDENCE

Minutes-
Board of Adjustment-April 20, 2011, meeting agenda
Board of Public Works-March 21, 2011
Design Review Board-March 22, 2011, April 26, 2011

Planning Board-May 3, 2011, meeting agendas 
Shade Tree Commission-April 21, 2011 
Notices from “Effective Promotions”
DEVELOPMENTS/SITE PLANS


Plans had been received regarding Ramsey Housing, Inc. (Airmount Woods), located at 180 Airmount Avenue.  Ms. Miller, Mr. Morris, and Mr. Nerney will handle the review of this project.
PUBLIC COMMENT #1-None
OLD BUSINESS

SHANNON ROSE


Ms. Clarke, Ms. Strollo, and Mr. Thompson visited the Shannon Rose Irish Pub site, the former T.G.I.Friday’s site, 1200 Route 17N, and had several comments and concerns which were included in the letter which was forwarded to the Planning Board.  Outdoor dining is included in the plan.  The location of the dumpster raises issues about odor and potential health concerns.  The lighting in the parking lot is rusted and in need of repair.  There were questions about the validity of the 25.6% green space calculation.  The recommendation regarding stormwater deals with its absorption back into the earth by natural means.  Any stormwater that flows through grates should be properly filtered to minimize the potential of non-point source pollution which can be generated by the 
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impervious surface of the parking lot.  Traffic concerns were also noted.  It was noted that the project has also been presented to the Shade Tree Commission.

GABRELLIAN ASSOCIATES (HOWARD JOHNSON’S SITE)    

Plans had been received regarding the project purposed by Gabrellian Associates for the Howard Johnson’s site adjacent to Interstate Shopping Center.  Mr. Goudelias, Ms. Strollo, and Mr. Thompson are handling the review of this project.  Two restaurants, Sarcu, a sushi/teriyaki restaurant, and Chipotle Grill, and ULTA are proposed for the site.  The project has been filed as one property/one lot.  There is a forty-five parking spaces deficiency.  Traffic concerns will need to be addressed.
SUSTAINABLE JERSEY


Ms. Clarke reported that the borough has an ordinance regarding construction and demolition which would earn ten points and which needs work.  The community forestry packet is one which could earn as many as fifty points.  An official goal is needed.  The borough would need to ascertain where we are and where we want to be.  More documentation is needed regarding the energy audits.         
ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCE INVENTORY


The Environmental Resource Inventory was adopted by the borough.  It is the conservation portion of the Master Plan and should be reviewed when the Master Plan is reviewed.  The recommendations (ERMR) included within the inventory will be looked at.  
ENVIRONMENTAL SCHOLARSHIP 

The $500 Environmental Scholarship will be awarded on Monday, June 20th.
MEETING CANCELLATION

The July 12th meeting has been canceled.

RAMSEY DAY


The committee (Mr. Kirk, Mr. Morris, Mr. Nerney, Ms. Strollo, Mr. Thompson) is looking for some new ideas.  The ERI will be there for residents to peruse.  Mr. Nerney has the maps.  

“CASTLE” FOLLOW-UP


The phase I environmental assessment was received which Mr. Nerney will review.  Since the site is so overgrown, it has been hard to find the tank which must be examined.   
COUNCIL LIAISON

Due to the quick fill-up of the truck in May, another Shred-It Day was scheduled for June 11th.  Bid specs are being developed for the borough’s cell tower.  There was a meeting with the Maple Street neighbors.  The borough has made an application to 
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Bergen County for an Open Space grant of $450,000 to purchase the Orange & Rockland two-acre parcel of land for the borough’s open space inventory.  The borough is also looking into selling its public water and sewer systems.  
COMMISSIONER COMMENTS

Mr. Nerney commended Ms. Strollo for all of her work on the ERI.
PUBLIC COMMENT #2


Mr. Alan Braggin, 25 Franklin Street, reiterated the issues which had been mentioned regarding the Shannon Rose project, namely the dumpster location and the stormwater.  He asked if the grease traps comply with code.  He also revisited the tank issue on the “Castle” property.  Ms. Strollo reported that she had received an e-mail from NJDEP regarding the location of the tank.  Mr. Braggin had made an OPRA request for that e-mail.  He has gone back and forth with the state regarding this project.  He further observed that Mahwah approved the project despite the drainage and traffic issues.  He is of the opinion that the Environmental Commission should be vigilant when the site is cleared.  The site might not be contaminated but that should be definitively ascertained.  Mr. Braggin registered his concern about possible impact on drinking water. 
ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business to come before the Environmental Commission, Ms. Strollo moved that the meeting be adjourned at 8:20 p.m., seconded by Ms. Clarke, and passed.
  NEXT MEETING:

TUESDAY, AUGUST 9, 2011




Meeting Date:  August 9, 2011
RAMSEY ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION AGENDA

General

· Attendance/Roll Call
Public Comment #1
Discussion/Approval of Minutes

· June 14th meeting
Developments/Site Plans
Correspondence/Announcements
· $7500 grant
· $300 grant
Old Business
· Shannon Rose Irish Pub
· Howard Johnson’s site (Gabrellian Associates)
· Ramsey Housing, Inc. (180 Airmount Avenue)
· Community Outreach/Sustainable Jersey/Newsletter/Green Team
· Environmental Resource Inventory update
· Environmental Scholarship update
· Riparian Zone Ordinance

· Ramsey Day

· “Castle” Phase I report

Report of the Council Liaison
Commissioner Comments

New Business
Public Comment #2
Committee/Commission Reviews (Commissioner assignments)  
· Board of Adjustment-May 18, 2011, June 15, 2011, meeting agendas (Strollo)
· Board of Health-(all)
· Board of Public Works-April 18, 2011, May 16, 2011 (Clarke)
· Design Review Board-May 24, 2011 (Kirk)
· Planning Board-June 7, 2011, June 21, 2011, July 19, 2011, meeting agendas (all)
· Shade Tree Commission-May 19, 2011, June 30, 2011 (Thompson)
Adjournment

