RAMSEY ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION
MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING – JANUARY 11, 2011

The January meeting of the Ramsey Environmental Commission was called to order by Vice-Chairman Strollo at 7:34 p.m.  Also present were Mr. Goudelias (arrived at 7:38 p.m.), Mr. Kirk (arrived at 7:36 p.m.), Ms. Miller, Mr. Morris, Mr. Nerney (arrived at 7:46 p.m.), Mr. Tesoriero (arrived at 8:02 p.m.), and Mr. Thompson, Commissioners, and Council Liaison Weber.  Ms. Clarke was absent.  Due to the absence of Mrs. Dey, Administrative Assistant, the meeting was tape recorded.


During the meeting, Mr. Nerney swore in Mr. Kirk, Ms. Miller, Mr. Morris, and Mr. Tesoriero.  

In accordance with the laws of the State of New Jersey, public notice of the meeting was published in The Ridgewood News on December 31, 2010 and in The Record on December 31, 2010 and posted in the Municipal Building.
MINUTES


On motion by Mr. Morris, seconded by Mr. Thompson, the minutes of the December 14, 2010 meeting were accepted as received by those in attendance at that meeting.   
CORRESPONDENCE

Minutes-
Board of Adjustment-November 17, 2010, meeting agenda

Planning Board-December 7, 2010, meeting agenda
Shade Tree Commission-November 18, 2010 
Bergen County’s Open Momentum newsletter, Fall 2010
Notices from “Effective Promotions”
OLD BUSINESS
984 ROUTE 17 NORTH, RAMSEY HOLDINGS, LLC


The newly-submitted plan which was heard at the last Board of Adjustment meeting is an amendment to the 2009 approval of the project which includes both retail and restaurant.  The change is a Vitamin Shoppe instead of Verizon store.  Mr. Kirk handled the project initially.  A variance is necessary to allow retail use in a Planned Unit Development zone which does not permit retail.  Parking setbacks and sign variances are also being requested.  The two proposed restaurants on the site will be Anthony’s Coal Fired Pizza and Smashburgers.  The project should be continued at the January 19th Board of Adjustment meeting.       
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46 GRANT STREET


Mr. Nerney and Mr. Thompson are handling this project, a two-story office building.  Conditional approval for the project has been given by the Planning Board, with a waiver for curbing.  Environmental concerns include protection of Masonicus Brook.  The property pitches toward the brook.  The curbless driveway was designed to use the buffer zone as a way to filter water.  The few trees which are on the property should remain.  Most are within ten feet of the brook.  Mr. Nerney will write the letter from the Environmental Commission detailing the points which were raised.      
“THE CASTLE,” 686 ISLAND ROAD (BLOCK 3603, LOT 1)


The memorializing resolution should be approved at the next Board of Adjustment meeting.
SUSTAINABLE JERSEY


Ms. Strollo reported that the borough is on track to earn certification in 2011 with  satisfactory completion of the Environmental Resource Inventory.  Mr. Thompson shared a Ramapo College contract which will be forwarded to Ms. Clarke.  The Green Team will be meeting in early 2011.

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCE INVENTORY


The work of the ERI subcommittee (Mr. Kirk, Mr. Morris, Mr. Nerney, Ms. Strollo) is on schedule to comply with the grant.  The maps have been approved and the public information session has been scheduled for Monday, January 24th.  The presentation should last approximately an hour.  A representative from both Princeton Hydro and ANJEC will be in attendance. 
RAMSEY CLEAN-UP DAY/EARTH DAY


The 2011 clean-up day was tentatively scheduled for Saturday, April 9th.  Opening Day for baseball/softball is the following Saturday.  The discussion included an expansion of clean-up day to include Earth Day.  Ideas from Mr. Tesoriero’s e-mail were read by Ms. Strollo, including a Ramsey Green Fair in conjunction with the Farmer’s Market.  Mr. Nerney suggested targeting the middle school since students of that age are often the most receptive.  Mr. Kirk suggested a gathering of clean-up participants after the event for food and feedback.  T-shirts which could be purchased with grant money or through sponsorship might also be provided.  Mr. Tesoriero’s e-mail will be re-sent.  

COUNCIL LIAISON

Councilman Weber will share his contact information via e-mail.  He is looking forward to working with the Environmental Commission.
NEW BUSINESS

Mr. Kirk shared information about the Ericsson Tower Tube.  This cell tower is self-contained and no fencing is necessary.  Ms. Strollo noted that the two cell tower 
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plans, one on Mechanic Street and one on Grove Street, are not on the Board of Adjustment agenda.  

There was some discussion about the elimination of one of the two opportunities for public comment during the monthly meeting or setting a time limit.  The topic will again be discussed at the February meeting.  

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business to come before the Environmental Commission, Mr. Nerney moved that the meeting be adjourned at 8:28 p.m., seconded by Mr. Tesoriero, and passed.
  NEXT MEETING:

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 2011





Meeting Date:  February 8, 2011
RAMSEY ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION AGENDA

General

· Attendance/Roll Call
Public Comment #1
Discussion/Approval of Minutes

· January 11th meeting
Developments/Site Plans
· 15 Mechanic Street-T-Mobile Northeast LLC
· 213 Grove Street-T-Mobile Northeast LLC
Correspondence/Announcements
· ANJEC 2011 Sustainable Land Use Planning Grants
· Denial-Application for a Flood Hazard Area Individual Permit-46 Grant Street
Old Business
· 984 Route 17 North, Ramsey Holdings, LLC
· 46 Grant Street-letter
· Community Outreach/Sustainable Jersey/Newsletter/Green Team
· Environmental Resource Inventory update
· Ramsey Clean-up Day/Earth Day

· Public Comment Opportunities

Report of the Council Liaison
Commissioner Comments

New Business
Public Comment #2
Committee/Commission Reviews (Commissioner assignments)  
· Board of Adjustment-November 30, 2010, December 15, 2010, meeting agenda (Strollo)
· Board of Health-(all)
· Board of Public Works-November 15, 2010, December 20, 2010 (Clarke)
· Design Review Board-November 23, 2010, December 28, 2010 (Kirk)
· Planning Board-meeting agenda (all)
· Shade Tree Commission-December 16, 2010 (Thompson)
Adjournment

