RAMSEY ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION
MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING – APRIL 13, 2010

The April meeting of the Ramsey Environmental Commission was called to order by Chairman Nerney at 7:35 p.m.  Also present were Ms. Clarke, Mr. Kirk, Ms. Miller, Mr. Morris, Ms. Strollo, and Mr. Thompson, Commissioners, Council Liaison Jones (arrived 7:55 p.m., left at 8:35 p.m.), and Mrs. Dey, Administrative Assistant.  Mr. Goudelias and Mr. Tesoriero were absent.  

In accordance with the laws of the State of New Jersey, public notice of the meeting was published in The Ridgewood News on December 25, 2009 and in The Record on December 28, 2009 and posted in the Municipal Building.
MINUTES


On motion by Ms. Miller, seconded by Mr. Thompson, the minutes of the March 9, 2010 meeting were accepted as received. 
CORRESPONDENCE

Minutes-
Board of Adjustment-February 17, 2010, meeting agenda
Board of Health-February 11, 2010
Board of Public Works-February 17, 2010
Design Review Board-February 23, 2010
Planning Board-March 2, 2010, meeting agenda
Shade Tree Commission-February 18, 2010
Plan, “The Castle,” 686 Island Road (Block 3603, Lot 1)

Site Plan, Prestige Mini, 925 Route 17   
Notices from “Effective Promotions”
PUBLIC COMMENT # 1-None
DEVELOPMENTS/SITE PLANS
“THE CASTLE,” 686 ISLAND ROAD (BLOCK 3603, LOT 1)


Ms. Strollo provided basic information about “The Castle,” a Board of Adjustment project.  The unique amusement “park” will include mini-golf, go-karts, bumper boats, an arcade, rock climbing, and laser tag.  Its location is in a B-3 zone.  The provided plan is conceptual; it is not a site plan.  She noted that no Ramsey ordinances reference bumper boats and the like.  At least five Board of Adjustment members must approve the project.  Parking and noise may be issues.  Mr. Morris, Mr. Nerney, and Mr. Thompson will handle “The Castle.” 
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PRESTIGE MINI, 925 ROUTE 17


Ms. Strollo and Mr. Thompson will handle this Planning Board project.
OLD BUSINESS
SUSTAINABLE JERSEY


The grant application has been filed with ANJEC to pay half of the cost of the resource inventory which was last done in 1992.  The estimated cost is $10,000.  Princeton Hydro completed an inventory for Franklin Lakes which will serve as a model for Ramsey’s.  The Master Plan will be revised in 2012.  This inventory will complement that plan.  Regarding the land use pledge, Dr. Iorio, Chairman of the Planning Board, had some concerns which will be addressed.  The final land use pledge will go into the Master Plan.  Ms. Clarke reported that there is a University of Connecticut student, Purbita Saha, who is interested in helping with the submission of Sustainable Jersey paperwork.
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION SCHOLARSHIP

Mr. Nerney led the discussion regarding the criteria for the scholarship including “demonstrates good character,” “planning to continue his/her education,” and “demonstrates an interest in the environment through specific projects.”
RAMSEY CLEAN-UP DAY

The clean-up day is scheduled for Saturday, April 17th, with a raindate of Sunday, April 18th.  Mr. Nerney will decide if the raindate needs to be utilized instead of the Saturday date because of inclement weather.  Ms. Strollo reviewed the to-do list.  New places for clean-up were suggested.  Due to the extent of the work involved, the DPW will handle the clean up of the pool parking lot.  Once again, the Junior Woman’s Club will provide baked goods.  Mr. Thompson had paperwork for a $300 grant for clean-up day which Ms. Strollo will look into.  
REPORT OF THE COUNCIL LIAISON


Councilman Jones reported that the Veterans Park project will be done by Memorial Day. 


The library renovation should be completed by September 1st.


There will be special events on the Fourth of July.


Mr. Jones will check with Borough Administrator Saros regarding the borough’s energy audit.
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NEW BUSINESS


Mr. Thompson observed that awareness regarding the utilization of reusable cloth bags at the grocery store needs to be raised.  He suggested working with a group, such as the Girl Scouts, and setting up a table at Shop-Rite with cloth bags.

PUBLIC COMMENT #2-None

COMMISSION REVIEWS

Board of Adjustment


Ms. Strollo noted that Maywood Groves, the landlocked lot on Grove Street, has currently been removed from the Board of Adjustment agenda.
ADJOURNMENT


There being no further business to come before the Environmental Commission, Mr. Kirk moved that the meeting be adjourned at 8:55 p.m., seconded by Ms. Strollo, and passed.
  NEXT MEETING:

TUESDAY, MAY 11, 2010
Meeting Date:  May 11, 2010
RAMSEY ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION AGENDA

General

· Attendance/Roll Call
Public Comment #1
Discussion/Approval of Minutes

· April 13th meeting
Developments/Site Plans
Correspondence/Announcements
Old Business
· “The Castle,” 686 Island Road (Block 3603, Lot 1)
· Prestige Mini, 925 Route 17
· Community Outreach/Sustainable Jersey/Newsletter/Green Team
· Sustainable Jersey Home Audit Program

· Environmental Commission scholarship
· Ramsey Clean-up Day/Grant
Report of the Council Liaison
Commissioner Comments

New Business
Public Comment #2
Committee/Commission Reviews (Commissioner assignments)  
· Board of Adjustment-March 17, 2010, meeting agenda (Strollo)
· Board of Health-(all)
· Board of Public Works-(Clarke)
· Design Review Board-(Kirk)
· Planning Board-April 6, 2010, April 20, 2010, meeting agendas (all)
· Shade Tree Commission-March 18, 2010 (Thompson)
Adjournment

