Ramsey Environmental Commission
2010 Annual Report

The Ramsey Environmental Commission was established in 1977 by Ordinance 
No. 796 pursuant to N.J.S.A.40:56A-1.  In 2010, there were seven members and two alternates.  Eleven meetings were held during the year.

Established as an advisory commission, the Commissioners study both Planning Board (five in 2010) and Board of Adjustment (two in 2010) projects.  A letter is forwarded to the appropriate board if a project includes any environmental concerns which should be addressed before approval.  The environmental questionnaire, which is available on the borough’s website, is required of all applicants.

Each month the minutes from the aforementioned boards, as well as the Board of Health, the Board of Public Works, the Design Review Board, and the Shade Tree Commission, are read to enable the Commissioners to share significant borough issues.  The commissioners are proactive, sharing relevant information about such topics as goose control and rooftop gardens.  
Quarterly submissions are made to the borough newsletter, The Ramsey Journal, which is sent to all borough residents.  Utilization of the borough’s website has increased and the group e-mail facet has been used on numerous occasions to apprise approximately one thousand residents of upcoming events and updates.  
The Environmental Commission again spearheaded the annual spring clean-up of the borough.  A mini-grant for the activity was applied for and awarded.  The commissioners also participated in the borough’s annual Ramsey Day in September.  Their booth featured an environmental game, pertinent information, and giveaways.  Approximately 110 people completed the environmental survey.  Participation in the borough’s Fourth of July celebration was a new opportunity for the commissioners to support the community.
Work on Sustainable Jersey has driven many of the Environmental Commission’s activities.  The Green Team Advisory Committee is a commission off-shoot and advises the governing body on ways to improve municipal operations with “green” initiatives which are economical and environmentally sound through research and evaluation.  In order to earn Sustainable Jersey points, an anti-idling campaign was undertaken, a Sustainable Land Use Pledge was developed, and the borough’s Environmental Resource Inventory is being updated, partially funded by an ANJEC grant.  Borough activities such as two Shred-It Days, the Farmers’ Market, and Operation Medicine Cabinet started as discussion points during Environmental Commission meetings.     
Criteria for an Environmental Commission scholarship for a graduating senior at Ramsey High School have been established.  The first scholarship will be awarded in 2011.  

