RAMSEY SHADE TREE COMMISSION
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING, THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 2011
The regular meeting of the Ramsey Shade Tree Commission was called to order by Mr. McMahon at 8:02 p.m., Thursday, September 15, 2011.  Also present were Mr. Beltramini, Mr. Gubala, Mr. Rutkowski, Mr. Schumacher, Commission members, Mr. Geist for Mr. Cillick, Board Attorney, Mr. Tyburczy, Council Liaison, Mr. Smith, Coordinator, and Mrs. Dey, Secretary.  Mr. Brisby, Mr. Fitzsimmons, and Mr. Martone were absent.   
Mr. McMahon announced that this meeting is being held in accordance with the Sunshine Laws of the State of New Jersey.  Public notice of this meeting was published in the legal ads section of the BERGEN RECORD on Friday, December 31, 2010 and in the legal ads section of the RIDGEWOOD NEWS on Friday, December 31, 2010.  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Upon motion by Mr. Beltramini, seconded by Mr. Schumacher, the minutes of the August 18, 2011 meeting were unanimously accepted as received.    
BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS-None

PUBLIC COMMENT
Mr. McMahon announced that the Public Comment portion of the meeting would be opened at 8:03 p.m. and would last approximately fifteen minutes.

Mr. Al Braggin, 25 Franklin Street, asked about the lien amount for the property at 112-114 West Oak Street (16 Hubbard School Lane).  Mr. Geist reported that Mr. Cillick contacted Borough Attorney Scandariato regarding the amount of the lien.  Mr. Braggin would like the amount of the lien to be part of the public record.  He also had some samples from trees which he would like help identifying.  
COMMUNICATIONS
Minutes

Board of Adjustment-agenda-September 21, 2011 
Design Review Board-July 26, 2011
Planning Board-August 16, 2011, agenda-September 6, 2011
Also received and filed were:

1.
Planning Board memorializing resolutions, from the September 6, 2011 meeting
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LANDSCAPING PLAN REVIEW

Ramsey Housing Corp., 180 Airmount Avenue
Mr. Gubala, Mr. Smith, and Mr. Tyburczy recused themselves from the project.  Len DiTomaso, 30 Franklin Avenue, Oakland, was present with the landscaping plan for Ramsey Housing.  His plan is twofold, dealing with reforesting the property as well as providing privacy.  Fifty-five trees will be removed but sixty-one trees will be replanted.  He delineated the species which will be planted.  The pear trees should not be a maintenance problem.  An irrigation system is included in the plan.  The back of the property is wetlands.  There is a 3-foot high berm in the front of the site containing plant materials which will completely screen the parking area.  There is parking for twelve vehicles.  Additional screening on the sides will be provided by trees and evergreens.  There is a retention basin that will be fenced off with a double gate.  There will be plantings along the building side of the fence.  Benches will be incorporated within the plan.  Since the project is a residence, the issue of dumpsters was not applicable.  There should be no issue with snow load or salt.  Mr. Schefers, a member of the Planning Board, had asked at the meeting of that board if the stone walls which exist on Lot 14 will be reused in the new landscaping.  Mr. DiTomaso indicated that there are a few terraced walls on the plan that could be incorporated as stone walls.  The hardwood trees are to be between 3 and 3 ½ caliper inches.  The plan was approved subject to corrections.  Mr. DiTomaso will submit four copies of updated plans.  The bond will be put together and submitted to the Planning Board.  
Interstate Shopping Center/former Howard Johnson’s site

Mr. Beltramini spoke with Alexander Lapatka regarding movement of the weeping copper beech, tree #7180 on the plans, which he would like to see preserved.  Moving the tree would involve a substantial investment and the tree is not a good fall transplant.  The parking lot cannot be re-designed around the tree.  Therefore, it appears that the tree is not going to be moved.  
SITE PLAN REVIEW-None
TREE REMOVAL PERMIT APPLICATIONS/VIOLATIONS
82 North Spruce Street

A summons had been issued to Mark Sanicki and Danuta Wojtaszek for the removal of two borough trees valued at $4,100 each.  At municipal court on Tuesday, April 12th, they were given sixty days to pay the $8,200 fine which they have not yet done.  Mr. Mammone sent them a letter on June 20th.  The deadline has been extended to September 12th, the last extension, according to the judge.  Mr. Smith will secure a copy of the letter which was to be sent to them.  
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PLANNING BOARD APPLICATION STATUS
1.
Ramsey Housing Corp. (180 Airmount Avenue) was approved at the 


September 6, 2011 meeting.
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT APPLICATION STATUS-None
SHADE TREE COMMISSION APPLICATION STATUS-None
RESIDENTIAL SITE INSPECTIONS
248 Davidson Avenue at Clearwater Road-The resident has three borough trees which he would like trimmed and elevated.
265 Nottingham Road-The resident would like a tree trimmed which has branches which are near wires.
2 Armstrong Avenue-Mr. Beltramini ascertained that the three trees which the resident would like trimmed are fine.
88 DeBaun Avenue-Removal of the two lower leaders was given to Ace.
Parking lot across from borough hall-Three trees in the entrance will have the dead removed and will be elevated by Ace.
Crescent Hollow-Six trees need to be trimmed.  Orange & Rockland has done all of their tree work for the year.  The next step may be a county request.
Ramsey Avenue at Wyckoff Avenue-The trimming was given to Ace.
18 Park Street-Mr. Rutkowski will look at the tree which the resident thinks is completely dead.
146 Sherwood Drive-The work was given to Ace as part of work order #11.
263 Canterbury Drive-The work was given to Ace.
242 South Central Avenue-As per Steve Jocks, the tree will be removed by the county.
20 Indian Valley Road-Mr. Rutkowski reported that the two trees need to be trimmed and elevated.
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28 Fox Hollow Road-Mr. Rutkowski will look at the weeping willow.  The resident also reported that there are dead trees in Valentine Brook which need to be removed.  DPW is going to clean the storm drain.
79 West Crescent Avenue-The maple tree will be trimmed and shaped.
Park Street and North Central Avenue-Mr. Rutkowski recommended that the tree come down.
213 Momar Drive-Mr. Beltramini will look at the tree which the resident thinks should be trimmed more.
4 Navajo Avenue-Mr. Schumacher and Mr. Smith will look at the tree which the resident thinks is dead.
162 Prospect Street-Ace will remove the tree as part of work order #11.
43 New Street-Trimming of the two trees will be put on the winter list.
170 North Central Avenue-Mr. Rutkowski will look at the two trees.
63 Airmount Avenue-The dead tree must be removed by the residents within sixty days, according to Rich Mammone.
4 Candlelight Road-Mr. Schumacher and Mr. Smith will check the status of the two maples.
Acorn Court and West Oak Street-Trimming and elevating will be put on the winter work list.
20 Lantern Lane-Mr. Schumacher and Mr. Smith will check on the tree which is hanging over the driveway.
130 Darlington Avenue at Elbert Street-Mr. Rutkowski will re-evaluate the large old oak tree.
104 Ackerman Avenue-Mr. Mammone has notified the resident that they have sixty days to remove a hazardous branch.
428 Shadyside Road-Mr. Beltramini will check the tree which fell in the backyard from Green Acres.
297 South Central Avenue-The tree next to the bridge is dead and should be removed.
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32 Franklin Street-The trees will be elevated in the winter.
18 Kelleher Avenue-Mr. Beltramini will ascertain what needs to be done with the two trees.
172 Twinbrook Court-According to Mr. Beltramini, the tree is fine.
Cleveland Street end of cul-de-sac-Mr. Beltramini will ascertain if the tree needs to be trimmed and elevated.
COMMERCIAL SITE INSPECTIONS
The Commissioners were reminded to keep an eye on their commercial site assignments.
OLD BUSINESS
There will be no tree planting in the fall.  Photographs of what was planted in the spring are needed.  No payment has been made to Pat Scanlan Landscaping.  The issue is being handled by the attorneys.

Mr. Braggin referenced a previous application at the Felderman residence.  He thinks that an ordinance should be passed which would require residents to notify adjoining neighbors when they plan to take down more than six trees.  Such an ordinance would help prevent disagreement after the fact.
NEW BUSINESS
Collection of the branches and debris from Hurricane Irene will be completed by Wednesday, September 21st.  
ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business to come before the Commission, the meeting was adjourned at 8:55 p.m. upon motion by Mr. McMahon, seconded by Mr. Gubala, and carried unanimously. 
