RAMSEY SHADE TREE COMMISSION
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING, THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 2010
The regular meeting of the Ramsey Shade Tree Commission was called to order by Mr. McMahon at 8:06 p.m., Thursday, September 17, 2010.  Also present were Mr. Brisby, Mr. Fitzsimmons, Mr. Rutkowski (arrived at 8:09 p.m.), Mr. Schumacher, Commission members, Mr. Tyburczy, Council Liaison, Mr. Geist for Mr. Cillick, Board Attorney, and Mrs. Dey, Secretary.  Mr. Beltramini, Mr. Gubala, Mr. Martone, and Mr. Smith, Coordinator, were absent.   
Mr. McMahon announced that this meeting is being held in accordance with the Sunshine Laws of the State of New Jersey.  Public notice of this meeting was published in the legal ads section of the BERGEN RECORD on Monday, December 28, 2009 and in the legal ads section of the RIDGEWOOD NEWS on Friday, December 25, 2009.  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Upon motion by Mr. Fitzsimmons, seconded by Mr. Schumacher, the minutes of the August 19, 2010 meeting were unanimously accepted as received.  
BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS
Plans for the dedication of the Arbor Day tree will be finalized, including a photo op.  

Any suggestions for the “Green Thumb” awards for the businesses should be turned into Mr. Smith. 
PUBLIC COMMENT
Mr. McMahon announced that the Public Comment portion of the meeting would be opened at 8:08 p.m. and would last approximately fifteen minutes.

Mr. Al Braggin, 25 Franklin Street, asked about the ongoing issue with 112-114 West Oak Street and about any correspondence which has been exchanged.  Mr. Geist indicated that the issue is in the hands of Borough Attorney Scandariato.  There will be a decision about whether or not the borough wants to pursue legal action.  Other remedies are available rather than litigation.  Any action plan which is developed should be forwarded to Mr. McMahon.  Mr. Braggin also asked about the tree removal bids.  Tree removal will be done at a unit price.  Trimming, elevating, and removing dead branches will be charged per hour.  Emergency work and utilization of a crane are also charged per hour.   A two million dollar liability insurance policy is required.  Three bids were received for the two-year contract but since there were issues with two of the bids, no action was taken at the meeting.  Two of the bidders did not comply with the bid; one bid on the first year of the contract only and the other bid on the second year only.  Chris Fix bid on both years, as requested.  Ace from Paramus, the low bidder, bid $22.50 per man hour.  They will be brought in to discuss their bid with Mr. Mammone, Mr. McMahon, 
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and Mr. Scandariato.  Mr. Braggin noted that there are trees north of Hubbard School on Wyckoff Avenue which look dead.    

COMMUNICATIONS
Minutes

Planning Board-August 3, 2010, agenda-September 7, 2010

Also received and filed were:

1.
Planning Board memorializing resolutions, from the September 7, 2010 meeting

LANDSCAPING PLAN REVIEW-None
SITE PLAN REVIEW-None
TREE REMOVAL PERMIT APPLICATIONS/VIOLATIONS
112-114 West Oak Street (16 Hubbard School Lane) 
 There should be a further update at the October meeting when Mr. Cillick is present.
PLANNING BOARD APPLICATION STATUS
1.
Wiersma Subdivision, 180 Forest Avenue-This project has been heard and has been carried over to the next meeting.  

2.
John Sebastian, seven home subdivision on Wyckoff Avenue-This project may be heard at the September meeting.
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT APPLICATION STATUS-None
SHADE TREE COMMISSION APPLICATION STATUS-None
RESIDENTIAL SITE INSPECTIONS

Mr. McMahon indicated that the following residential site inspections are waiting on bid-
36 Snyder Avenue

20 Kimberly Court

102 North Island Avenue

150 Forest Avenue

169 Twinbrook Court

205 Park Street

164 Canterbury Drive
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25 Poplar Street

42 Tulip Street

16 Roandis Court
3 Quail Run at North Central Avenue
3 Acorn Court

214 North Spruce Street

112 Refy Avenue

36 Joshua Drive

395 South Central Avenue
26 Rose Avenue at Elizabeth Avenue

68 Bedford Place

67 Alder Drive

16 Lantern Lane

9 Rosewood Court

17 Rosewood Court

9 Schierloh Court

19 Cobblestone Lane
101 Broad Street-Mr. Beltramini will check on the dead tree which the resident would like removed.
25 Deer Trail-Mr. Brisby will check on the branch which is hanging over the street.
177 Twinbrook Court-Mr. McMahon will look at the two diseased sugar maples which the resident would like removed.
107 Momar Drive-Mr. Mammone has been asked to ascertain if the dead trees behind the resident’s home are borough trees.
54 Addison Place-Mr. McMahon checked on the low limb which is sticking out over the road.  The tree has been marked.
2 Armstrong Avenue-Mr. Beltramini will check on the tree which the resident thinks should be trimmed and elevated.
70 Meadowbrook Road-An arborist’s report is forthcoming, stating that there is no salt damage, making the tree the owner’s responsibility.
196 North Spruce Street-Chris Fix removed the dead wood from a borough tree.
107 Broad Street-There are three trees down in the creek which the resident would like removed.
3 Mohawk Drive-Mr. Rutkowski will check on the tree which the resident thinks is dead.
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240 East Crescent Avenue-The county will remove the tree which has been marked.

63 Manor Drive/68 Manor Drive-DPW is trimming and elevating all of the trees on the street which have been marked.  This is a work in progress.
129 Canterbury Drive at Hart Street-The tree in question was struck by a car and an accident report was filed.  Kurt Sumner looked at the tree and indicated that removal is indicated due to the wound to the tree.  The ash tree itself is valued at $6,500.  The issue has been turned over to Borough Administrator Saros and the insurance company.  
Franklin Turnpike/8 Norman Drive-The county will remove the one of the two dead trees.  The other tree is the responsibility of the resident.
110 North Island Avenue-There are two borough trees, one which is dead and one which is dying.  Chris Fix completed the work.  
16 Arrowhead Court-Once the resident removes her trees, the white pine and one of the maples, the borough’s maple tree will be removed.  
COMMERCIAL SITE INSPECTIONS  
Mr. McMahon reminded the Commissioners to inspect their assigned commercial sites to ascertain landscaping status and also to decide upon landscape awards.  
OLD BUSINESS
The rescheduled training with Kurt Sumner will take place on Sunday, October 3rd at Suraci’s Pond.  At least four Commissioners must participate to earn the credits. 
The trees on Main Street which are not doing well will be given until the spring.  
NEW BUSINESS-None  

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business to come before the Commission, the meeting was adjourned at 8:32 p.m. upon motion by Mr. Fitzsimmons, seconded by Mr. Rutkowski, and carried unanimously. 
