RAMSEY SHADE TREE COMMISSION
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING, THURSDAY, OCTOBER 21, 2010
The regular meeting of the Ramsey Shade Tree Commission was called to order by Mr. McMahon at 8:05 p.m., Thursday, October 21, 2010.  Also present were Mr. Beltramini, Mr. Fitzsimmons, Mr. Gubala, Mr. Martone, Mr. Rutkowski (arrived at 8:08 p.m.), Mr. Schumacher, Commission members, Mr. Tyburczy, Council Liaison, Ms. Smith for Mr. Cillick, Board Attorney, Mr. Smith, Coordinator, and Mrs. Dey, Secretary.  Mr. Brisby was absent.   
Mr. McMahon announced that this meeting is being held in accordance with the Sunshine Laws of the State of New Jersey.  Public notice of this meeting was published in the legal ads section of the BERGEN RECORD on Monday, December 28, 2009 and in the legal ads section of the RIDGEWOOD NEWS on Friday, December 25, 2009.  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Upon motion by Mr. Beltramini, seconded by Mr. Fitzsimmons, the minutes of the September 17, 2010 meeting were unanimously accepted as received.  
BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS
Mr. Smith reported that Mr. Schumacher will be honored at the Wednesday, October 27th council meeting.
PUBLIC COMMENT
Mr. McMahon announced that the Public Comment portion of the meeting would be opened at 8:07 p.m. and would last approximately fifteen minutes.

Mr. Al Braggin, 25 Franklin Street, delineated details of his idea regarding leaf removal which could save the borough money.  He suggested that residents with an acre or more of property establish leaf mulching areas at their homes.     
COMMUNICATIONS
Minutes

Board of Adjustment-August 18, 2010, September 15, 2010, agenda-October 20, 2010

Board of Public Works-July 19, 2010

Design Review Board-July 27, 2010, August 24, 2010

Planning Board-September 7, 2010, agenda-October 5, 2010

Also received and filed were:

1.
Board of Adjustment resolutions of approval, from the September 15, 2010 
and October 20, 2010 meetings
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LANDSCAPING PLAN REVIEW
Tibor Latincsics of Conklin Associates and Bill Moore of Cipriano Landscape Design were present to explain the landscape plan for 38 and 46 Grant Street (Block 3608, lots 23 and 24).  Mr. Latinscics presented the plan for the redevelopment of the lots in the B-3 zone which would include a mix of light industrial, storage, and office space. There will be twenty parking stalls.  The merging of the two lots would provide a 47,230 square foot lot where 30,000 square feet is required.  The Masonicus Brook runs diagonally through the middle of the property.  An LOI has been issued.  Any disturbance within fifty feet from the top of the bank requires a DEP permit.  The paperwork has been submitted but the permit is still pending.  In accordance with the DEP’s desire for low impact development, they have included three bio-retention basins on the site.  Mr. Moore presented the landscaping plan which included native indigenous plants.  They originally proposed twenty-two arborvitae to be planted three feet apart as a buffer for the neighbors; Mr. Martone recommended four feet on center, meaning only eighteen would be needed.  The northern part of the site would have automatic irrigation.  Temporary irrigation would be provided to the southern section.  There is available area for snow collection.  A four foot high fence is proposed along the back of the property.  Mr. Braggin noted that he had contacted DEP regarding this project, referring specifically to a requested curbing waiver.  Since the Masonicus Brook area is sensitive, larger retention basins may be required.  Following discussion, it was ascertained that the Shade Tree Commission will approve the landscaping plan, with the aforementioned change proposed by Mr. Martone, as long as all of the other approvals are in place.  Two revised plans are needed.  The project will be bonded.                  
SITE PLAN REVIEW-None
TREE REMOVAL PERMIT APPLICATIONS/VIOLATIONS
32 Duck Pond Lane

Xiaodong Wang Yuanyuan was present to request removal of seven evergreens and two maple trees from her property.  Mr. McMahon had visited the residence and noted that the evergreens are forty-five years old and past their prime.  She will be replanting.  Upon motion by Mr. McMahon, seconded by Mr. Martone, the tree removal permit was unanimously approved.
112-114 West Oak Street (16 Hubbard School Lane) 
Mr. Krawczyk will be required to make up the caliper deficiency on his property.  The plantings will be paid for from the Shade Tree trust account and there will be a municipal lien placed on his property.  Mr. Braggin expressed his displeasure that there would be no public forum at which Mr. Krawczyk would be required to explain his actions.
40-42 North Franklin Turnpike

A summons was issued to Sage Realty for removing ten trees over four inches in diameter.
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82 North Spruce Street

A summons was issued to Mark Sanicki and Danuta Wojtaszek for the removal of two borough trees valued at $4,100 each.

PLANNING BOARD APPLICATION STATUS
1.
Wiersma Subdivision, 180 Forest Avenue-This project has been heard and has been carried over to the next meeting.  

2.
Maureen Postolowski, 38 and 46 Grant Street-This project was conditionally approved by the Planning Board.
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT APPLICATION STATUS

1.
“The Castle” was on the agenda for October 20, 2010 and is being 



continued.
SHADE TREE COMMISSION APPLICATION STATUS-None
RESIDENTIAL SITE INSPECTIONS

Mr. Smith indicated that the following residential sites have been turned over to Ace Tree Surgeons.  All trees should be marked.
66 Norman Drive

103 Alder Drive

17 Highwood Drive

7 Madison Avenue at Island Park Avenue
50 Highwood Drive

15 Brittany Court

21 Lakeview Terrace

25 Deer Trail

20 Kimberly Court

102 Island Avenue

169 Twinbrook Court

205 Park Street

16 Roandis Court

3 Quail Run at North Central Avenue

3 Mohawk Drive

214 North Spruce Street

112 Refy Avenue

26 Rose Avenue at Elizabeth Avenue

68 Bedford Place

67 Alder Drive

16 Lantern Lane

110 North Island Avenue
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9 Rosewood Court

17 Rosewood Court

9 Schierloh Court

19 Cobblestone Lane

518 Darlington Avenue-The resident reported that all of the branches are coming off the tree by the driveway.  Following review, the county will either trim or take down the tree.
20 Mohawk Drive-The resident would like two large branches over the power lines removed.
146 Elbert Street-An oak has split about four feet from the ground and is leaning over the garage.  The resident hopes that the tree can be saved.
4 Vaughn Drive at Myrtle Avenue-The resident has an old tree which he thinks should be taken down.
14 North Spruce Street-An oak tree is dying and Chase Bank thinks that it should be removed.
44 Alder Drive-The resident has two trees which need to be trimmed, one which is hanging over the driveway from next door and one in the wires to the house.
102 High Street-The tree has been marked for removal.
88 DeBaun Avenue-The resident has two half-dead trees which she would like removed.
40 Oak Ridge Road-Town & Country will handle the trimming of the oak tree.
6 Arrowhead Court-DPW will remove the tree Mr. Martone marked.
399 Darlington Avenue-The county will trim and elevate the tree.
4 Swan Hollow Court-The resident reported one dead evergreen and one other dying tree.
27 Oak Ridge Road-The resident reported that two trees need trimming.
6 Armstrong Avenue-The resident reported that there is one dead linden and one oak tree which needs trimming.
4 Circle End Drive-There is an oak tree which is infested with termites.  Mr. Mammone ascertained that it is a borough tree.
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54 Addison Place-There is a low limb sticking out over the road which the resident thinks should be removed.
70 Meadowbrook Road-An arborist’s report is forthcoming, stating that there is no salt damage, making the tree the owner’s responsibility.
196 North Spruce Street-The resident would like dead wood removed from a borough tree.
240 East Crescent Avenue-The county will remove the tree which has been marked.

129 Canterbury Drive at Hart Street-The tree in question was struck by a car and an accident report was filed.  Kurt Sumner looked at the tree and indicated that removal is indicated due to the wound to the tree.  The ash tree itself is valued at $6,500.  The issue has been turned over to Borough Administrator Saros and the insurance company.  
Franklin Turnpike/8 Norman Drive-The county will remove the one of the two dead trees.  The other tree is the responsibility of the resident.
COMMERCIAL SITE INSPECTIONS  
Mr. McMahon reminded the Commissioners to inspect their assigned commercial sites to ascertain landscaping status.
OLD BUSINESS
The training with Kurt Sumner will take place before the end of 2010.  At least four Commissioners must participate to earn the credits. 
Ascape Landscape will replace the seven trees planted by them in 2009 which have died.  
NEW BUSINESS
Mr. Smith reported on the October 6th meeting with Orange & Rockland which he and Mr. Saros attended.  He distributed information including a “Tree Maintenance Guide” and an explanatory letter from Mark Beamish, manager of vegetation management.  
A two-year contract for items one, two, and four was awarded to Ace Tree Surgeons of Paramus.  Item three, emergency work, was awarded to Chris Fix. 
Mr. Gubala and Mr. Smith will be going to Cherry Hill for CORE training.  
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ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business to come before the Commission, the meeting was adjourned at 9:26 p.m. upon motion by Mr. Martone, seconded by Mr. Beltramini, and carried unanimously. 
