RAMSEY SHADE TREE COMMISSION
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING, THURSDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2011
The regular meeting of the Ramsey Shade Tree Commission was called to order by Mr. McMahon at 8:00 p.m., Thursday, October 20, 2011.  Also present were Mr. Beltramini, Mr. Gubala, Mr. Rutkowski, Mr. Schumacher, Commission members, Mr. Cillick, Board Attorney, Mr. Tyburczy, Council Liaison, Mr. Smith, Coordinator, and Mrs. Dey, Secretary.  Mr. Brisby, Mr. Fitzsimmons, and Mr. Martone were absent.   
Mr. McMahon announced that this meeting is being held in accordance with the Sunshine Laws of the State of New Jersey.  Public notice of this meeting was published in the legal ads section of the BERGEN RECORD on Friday, December 31, 2010 and in the legal ads section of the RIDGEWOOD NEWS on Friday, December 31, 2010.  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Upon motion by Mr. Beltramini, seconded by Mr. Schumacher, the minutes of the September 15, 2011 meeting were unanimously accepted as received.    
BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS
Mr. McMahon explained the past history regarding Ramsey’s tree canopy percentage.  On April 2, 2011, i-Tree software was utilized at a training session in Paramus and it was ascertained that Ramsey has a fifty-five percent tree canopy.  That number will remain the goal for Ramsey’s tree canopy as requested by the Environmental Commission.

PUBLIC COMMENT
Mr. McMahon announced that the Public Comment portion of the meeting would be opened at 8:01 p.m. and would last approximately fifteen minutes.

Mrs. Audry Ziliani, 2 Armstrong Avenue, was present to discuss the borough trees which had been trimmed by Orange and Rockland.  The trees remain heavy on their side and she and her husband would like them trimmed more.  She had photographs to substantiate her request.  Mr. McMahon will visit the property.  

Mr. Al Braggin, 25 Franklin Street, suggested that an ordinance should be passed which would require residents to notify adjoining neighbors when they plan to take down more than six trees.  Such an ordinance would help prevent disagreement after the fact.  He then asked about the lien amount for the property at 112-114 West Oak Street (16 Hubbard School Lane).  Mr. Cillick reported that the amount is $6,750.  Mr. Braggin would like to see the original documentation to ascertain how the calculation was made.  He noted that he had previously been informed that the amount was $9,000.  He will make an OPRA request for the information he needs.  He also asked about the status of the ordinance which would withhold a certificate of occupancy for a residential property 
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if the required landscape plan were not completed as presented.   Review of the current ordinance and work on a revised ordinance will begin in December.      
COMMUNICATIONS
Minutes

Board of Adjustment-August 17, 2011, agenda-October 19, 2011
Board of Public Works-July 25, 2011 
Design Review Board-August 23, 2011
Environmental Commission-September 13, 2011

Planning Board-September 6, 2011, agenda-October 4, 2011
Also received and filed were:

1.
Board of Adjustment memorializing resolutions, from the September 21, 2011 meeting
LANDSCAPING PLAN REVIEW

Ramsey Housing Corp., 180 Airmount Avenue
Mr. Gubala, Mr. Smith, and Mr. Tyburczy recused themselves from the project.  As requested, Mr. DiTomaso had submitted copies of the revised plan.    
Ramsey Holding LLC, 984 Route 17 North
No one was present with further information about this project.  
SITE PLAN REVIEW-None
TREE REMOVAL PERMIT APPLICATIONS/VIOLATIONS
82 North Spruce Street

A summons had been issued to Mark Sanicki and Danuta Wojtaszek for the removal of two borough trees valued at $4,100 each.  At municipal court on Tuesday, April 12th, they were given sixty days to pay the $8,200 fine which they have not yet done.  Mr. Mammone sent them a letter on June 20th.  The deadline had been extended to September 12th, the last extension, according to the judge.  Mr. Smith will secure a copy of the letter which was to be sent to them.  On September 28th, their appeal was denied by Judge Rotolo and payment was due by September 30th.  However, they do not have the money and are suing the landscaper.  The next court date is October 25th at which time the issue should be resolved.  
60 North Spruce Street

John and Katie Lemkan requested permission to remove fourteen trees from their property.  Mr. McMahon visited the property and indicated that he had no issues with the 
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request.  Upon motion by Mr. McMahon, seconded by Mr. Schumacher, the tree removal permit was unanimously approved.
PLANNING BOARD APPLICATION STATUS
1.
Sebastian Construction (Wyckoff Avenue subdivision) will be carried to the December meeting.
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT APPLICATION STATUS-None
SHADE TREE COMMISSION APPLICATION STATUS-None
RESIDENTIAL SITE INSPECTIONS
46 Joshua Drive-The resident reported a dead tree.
43 Joshua Drive-The resident reported a dead tree.
274 Island Road-The homeowner is removing the tree which came down in the yard.
15 Oak Ridge Road-A large broken hanging branch was given to Tree Tech.  The tree will be removed by Ace.
14 Cobblestone Lane-Mr. McMahon will check the sugar maple which the resident would like trimmed and elevated.
32 High Street-The tree will be removed.
42 Wyckoff Avenue-Mr. McMahon will check the tree which fell from the library property into the resident’s yard.
2 Armstrong Avenue-The three oak trees which the resident would like trimmed will be re-evaluated.
43 Manor Drive-Removal of the dead tree was given to Ace.
15 Twinbrook Court-Mr. Beltramini will check the tree which the resident thinks is dead.
Ramsey Avenue at Wyckoff Avenue-Two trees will be trimmed by Ace.
256 Canterbury Drive-Ace will take care of the leaning tree.
70 Elm Street-Ace will trim and remove the dead branches.
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9 Brittany Court-Mr. Rutkowski will check the maple tree which the resident thinks is dying.
Canterbury Drive and Prospect Street-Ace will remove the dead tree on Prospect Street.
260 Grove Street-Ace will remove one tree in the front of the property and one tree from Green Acres.
305 South Franklin Turnpike-Ace will remove two trees.
Between 8 and 10 Goose Cove Lane-Mr. McMahon will check on the tree which the resident reports is coming out of the ground.
6 Armstrong Avenue-Mr. Beltramini will check the linden which the resident thinks is dying.
106 Orchard Place-Mr. Beltramini will check the tree which the resident thinks is dying.
35 Cobblestone Lane-Mr. McMahon will look at the Green Acres trees which the resident thinks are dying and hazardous.
435 Elbert Street-Mr. Mammone informed the resident of the tree which must be removed within thirty days.
Crescent Hollow-Mr. McMahon looked at the six trees and determined that there is no problem with the wires.
242 South Central Avenue-As per Steve Jocks, the tree will be removed by the county.
213 Momar Drive-Mr. Beltramini will look at the tree which the resident thinks should be trimmed more.
170 North Central Avenue-Mr. Rutkowski looked at the tree which is not a borough tree.  Mr. Mammone will send a notice for removal to the resident.  
63 Airmount Avenue-The dead tree must be removed by the resident within sixty days, according to Rich Mammone.
Acorn Court and West Oak Street-Trimming and elevating will be done by Ace.
130 Darlington Avenue at Elbert Street-Mr. Rutkowski re-evaluated the large old oak tree.  Ace will remove the tree.
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104 Ackerman Avenue-Mr. Mammone has notified the resident that they have sixty days to remove a hazardous branch.
428 Shadyside Road-Mr. Beltramini will look at the tree which fell from Green Acres.

32 Franklin Street-The trees will be elevated by Ace.
18 Kelleher Avenue-Mr. Beltramini will ascertain what needs to be done with the two trees.
172 Twinbrook Court-Mr. Beltramini will look at the tree which lost a big branch during a storm.
Cleveland Street end of cul-de-sac-Mr. Beltramini will ascertain if the tree needs to be trimmed and elevated.
COMMERCIAL SITE INSPECTIONS
The Commissioners were reminded to keep an eye on their commercial site assignments.
OLD BUSINESS
The awards for outstanding landscaping at business sites will be continued.  Several locations were mentioned, including Holiday Inn Express, Dunkin’ Donuts on Franklin Turnpike, and Classic Auto.  The Commissioners are to bring any recommendations to the November meeting.
At the December meeting, ordinance work as noted under Public Comment will begin. Pertinent information from Paramus, Sayreville, and the Township of Jackson will be made available for study and discussion.  
NEW BUSINESS
On Tuesday, November 29th, an all-day course will be held at Rutgers dealing with hazardous tree identification.
ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business to come before the Commission, the meeting was adjourned at 8:44 p.m. upon motion by Mr. Gubala, seconded by Mr. Beltramini, and carried unanimously. 
