RAMSEY SHADE TREE COMMISSION
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING, THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 2011
The regular meeting of the Ramsey Shade Tree Commission was called to order by Mr. McMahon at 8:00 p.m., Thursday, November 17, 2011.  Also present were Mr. Beltramini, Mr. Gubala, Mr. Martone, Mr. Rutkowski, Mr. Schumacher, Commission members, Mr. Geist for Mr. Cillick, Board Attorney, Mr. Tyburczy, Council Liaison, Mr. Smith, Coordinator, and Mrs. Dey, Secretary.  Mr. Brisby and Mr. Fitzsimmons were absent.   
Mr. McMahon announced that this meeting is being held in accordance with the Sunshine Laws of the State of New Jersey.  Public notice of this meeting was published in the legal ads section of the BERGEN RECORD on Friday, December 31, 2010 and in the legal ads section of the RIDGEWOOD NEWS on Friday, December 31, 2010.  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Upon motion by Mr. Gubala, seconded by Mr. Beltramini, the minutes of the October 20, 2011 meeting were unanimously accepted as received.    
BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS
Mr. Smith reported that Chief Financial Officer Bartalotta distributed a memo indicating that borough spending must stop due to the unforeseen costs associated with the Saturday, October 29th storm.  Branch pick-up has been completed and the borough is only responding to special situations now.  The DPW is back on leaf removal.  Mr. Braggin had shared information about numerous hanging branches.  There is a limb hanging over a home which needs to be removed via crane but the tree also needs to come down.  Since it is not worth bringing in a crane without taking down the tree at that time, Councilman Vozeh will be contacted for approval.    
PUBLIC COMMENT
Mr. McMahon announced that the Public Comment portion of the meeting would be opened at 8:10 p.m. and would last approximately fifteen minutes.

Mr. Al Braggin, 25 Franklin Street, noted that Governor Christie has applied for federal funds for the weather-related emergencies in the state.  He asked what species was hardest hit during the recent storm.  The problem was across the board, with those trees that were still holding their leaves causing the most problems.  He suggested that an article could be placed in the next Ramsey Journal including a list of what to do and what not to do during a storm.  
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COMMUNICATIONS
Minutes

Board of Adjustment-September 21, 2011, agenda-November 16, 2011 
Board of Public Works-September 19, 2011

Planning Board-October 4, 2011, agenda-October 18, 2011
Also received and filed were:

1.
Board of Adjustment memorializing resolutions, from the October 19, 2011 meeting
2.
Planning Board memorializing resolution for Ramsey Housing, from the October 4, 2011 meeting

LANDSCAPING PLAN REVIEW-None
SITE PLAN REVIEW-None
TREE REMOVAL PERMIT APPLICATIONS/VIOLATIONS
82 North Spruce Street

A summons had been issued to Mark Sanicki and Danuta Wojtaszek for the removal of two borough trees valued at $4,100 each.  At municipal court on Tuesday, April 12th, they were given sixty days to pay the $8,200 fine which they have not yet done.  Mr. Mammone sent them a letter on June 20th.  The deadline has been extended to September 12th, the last extension, according to the judge.  Mr. Smith will secure a copy of the letter which was to be sent to them.  He will also check on the status of the payment of the fine.  A lien will be requested if no payment has been made.  
PLANNING BOARD APPLICATION STATUS-None
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT APPLICATION STATUS
A sign is being put in at Main Street Plaza.  Mr. Smith had the landscaping plan for the shrubs.

SHADE TREE COMMISSION APPLICATION STATUS-None
RESIDENTIAL SITE INSPECTIONS
Due to the October 29th storm, nothing on the current work order, including the following properties, was done by Ace.  
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190 Norman Drive

5 Eton Court at Canterbury Drive

72 Snyder Avenue

252 East Crescent Avenue
46 Joshua Drive
43 Joshua Drive
15 Oak Ridge Road

14 Cobblestone Lane

32 High Street

42 Wyckoff Avenue

2 Armstrong Avenue

43 Manor Drive

15 Twinbrook Court

Ramsey Avenue at Wyckoff Avenue

256 Canterbury Drive

70 Elm Street

9 Brittany Court

Canterbury Drive at Prospect Street
260 Grove Street

305 South Franklin Turnpike

Between 8 and 10 Goose Cove Lane

6 Armstrong Avenue

106 Orchard Place

35 Cobblestone Lane

435 Elbert Street

242 South Central Avenue

170 North Central Avenue

Acorn Court and West Oak Street

130 Darlington Avenue at Elbert Street

32 Franklin Street

COMMERCIAL SITE INSPECTIONS
Due to the October 29th storm, the landscaping awards will be put on the back burner.  

OLD BUSINESS
Mr. Smith will not be able to attend the all-day course dealing with hazardous tree identification on Tuesday, November 29th which will be held at Rutgers.  Mr. Rutkowski had also planned on attending the class.
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NEW BUSINESS
Mr. Beltramini asked whether a new landscaping plan needs to be submitted for the Rockland Electric substation on Darlington Avenue.  There will be a new enclosed building with a new fence.  There may be shrubs around the fence.

Mr. Martone noted that there is a tree hanging over the roadway near Van Dyke’s Lumber. 
ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business to come before the Commission, the meeting was adjourned at 8:26 p.m. upon motion by Mr. Martone, seconded by Mr. Gubala, and carried unanimously. 
