RAMSEY SHADE TREE COMMISSION
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING, THURSDAY, MAY 19, 2011
The regular meeting of the Ramsey Shade Tree Commission was called to order by Mr. McMahon at 8:02 p.m., Thursday, May 19, 2011.  Also present were Mr. Beltramini, Mr. Fitzsimmons, Mr. Gubala, Mr. Martone, Mr. Schumacher, Commission members, Mr. Tyburczy, Council Liaison, Mr. Cillick, Board Attorney, Mr. Smith, Coordinator, and Mrs. Dey, Secretary.  Mr. Brisby and Mr. Rutkowski were absent.   
Mr. McMahon announced that this meeting is being held in accordance with the Sunshine Laws of the State of New Jersey.  Public notice of this meeting was published in the legal ads section of the BERGEN RECORD on Friday, December 31, 2010 and in the legal ads section of the RIDGEWOOD NEWS on Friday, December 31, 2010.  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Upon motion by Mr. Martone, seconded by Mr. Fitzsimmons, the minutes of the April 21, 2011 meeting were unanimously accepted as received.    
PUBLIC COMMENT
Mr. McMahon announced that the Public Comment portion of the meeting would be opened at 8:04 p.m. and would last approximately fifteen minutes.

Mr. Al Braggin, 25 Franklin Street, indicated that he would speak at a later time during the meeting.
BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS
Mr. Fitzsimmons congratulated Michael McMahon who recently became an Eagle Scout.  He also suggested that the Shade Tree Commission monthly meetings be put on the board outside of borough hall.
COMMUNICATIONS
Minutes

Board of Adjustment-March 16, 2011, April 20, 2011, agenda-May 18, 2011 
Board of Public Works-March 21, 2011
Design Review Board-March 22, 2011
Environmental Commission-April 12, 2011
Planning Board-April 19, 2011, May 3, 2011, agenda-May 3, 2011 
Also received and filed were:

1.
Board of Adjustment memorializing resolutions, from the April 20, 2011 and May 18, 2011 meetings
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LANDSCAPING PLAN REVIEW

Shannon Rose

Mr. McMahon noted that the Shade Tree Commissioners should visit the site to ascertain which areas need to be addressed.  Mr. Braggin shared the concerns which had been discussed by the Environmental Commission, the location of the dumpster and stormwater management.
“The Castle”
Mr. McMahon suggested that the members of the Shade Tree Commission visit the site, particularly paying attention to the elevation drop and potential impact on the Masonicus Brook.  Mr. Braggin reiterated the importance of the brook and also noted that there is an underground tank on the property.  He noted that any discharge from the entertainment site should be filtered. 
SITE PLAN REVIEW-None
TREE REMOVAL PERMIT APPLICATIONS/VIOLATIONS
112-114 West Oak Street (16 Hubbard School Lane) 
Mr. Cillick has been in contact with Borough Attorney Scandariato.  The lien on the property has been placed and, at this point, that is the last step which will be taken by the borough.  The governing body will not pursue litigation against the homeowner.  When the property is sold, the borough will receive its money.  Mr. Braggin noted that the issue has been before the Shade Tree Commission since 2004 and that the violator agreed to the remediation plan.  He expressed his dismay that, in his opinion, the problem has not been handled in a timely manner.  There was no public hearing, no court appearance, and no completed remediation plan.  Other cases during the six year time period have been handled quickly.  Mr. McMahon noted that the Commissioners are guided by the attorneys and the Shade Tree Commission will not pursue the matter with the governing body.  Although the borough is not willing to file litigation, Mr. Braggin indicated that the issue is not closed.        
3 Sunwatch Court

Mr. Smith issued the permit for the removal of nine trees which have been marked.  Mr. McMahon visited the property and had no issues with the removal.

238 West Oak Street

Mr. Smith issued the permit for removal of seven trees which are either dead or dying.    
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82 North Spruce Street

A summons had been issued to Mark Sanicki and Danuta Wojtaszek for the removal of two borough trees valued at $4,100 each.  At municipal court on Tuesday, April 12th, they were given sixty days to pay the $8,200 fine; they are currently in a counting period.
95 Deer Trail

Fourteen trees had been removed from the property.  Jason Nagy was present to request removal of another tree with a disrupted root system because of work done by the landscape contractor.  He stated that he is concerned about safety as well as aesthetics.  Mr. McMahon will visit the property to ascertain the extent of damage to the root system.  If the roots are intact, the tree can come down on January 1, 2012.
PLANNING BOARD APPLICATION STATUS-None
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT APPLICATION STATUS-None
SHADE TREE COMMISSION APPLICATION STATUS-None
RESIDENTIAL SITE INSPECTIONS
21 Ronald Court-Mr. Schumacher will ascertain the status of the two trees the resident has concerns about.
180 Elbert Street-The resident reported a dead tree which will be looked at by Mr. Rutkowski.
59 Island Avenue-Tree removal was given to Ace.
133 Lakeside Drive-Tree removal was given to Ace.
125 Deer Trail North-The tree in question is dead and will be given to Ace for removal.
110 Deer Trail-Mr. Beltramini ascertained that the tree is healthy.
19 Hosking Way-Three trees will be trimmed and elevated by Ace.
398 Elbert Street-Tree removal was given to Ace.
6 Eton Court-Tree removal was given to Ace.
115 Orchard Place and Senior Complex-The marked tree in back between 115 Orchard Place and the senior complex is dead and will be removed by Ace.
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21 Lakeview Terrace-The trees in question will not be removed based upon evaluation by Mr. Sumner.
COMMERCIAL SITE INSPECTIONS-None
OLD BUSINESS 
Mr. Smith distributed the final list of replacement trees for 2011 which had been given to Pat Scanlan Landscaping.    
NEW BUSINESS
Mr. McMahon suggested that the trees in the parking lot of the municipal pool be evaluated.  The islands on which they are planted are not big enough and concrete curbs on the islands would be an improvement.  The Commissioners should visit the site.

Upon motion by Mr. McMahon, seconded by Mr. Martone, the transfer of funds, totaling $45,294.00, from the Shade Tree Trust Account to the Shade Tree Maintenance Account were unanimously approved.  
Mr. Braggin asked about the big tree behind the tennis courts on East Oak Street.  He also asked about the status of Kurt Sumner, the borough’s arborist.

It was suggested that a reminder letter be sent to local landscape contractors, reminding them about the tree removal ordinance.  Articles will also be submitted to the newspapers.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business to come before the Commission, the meeting was adjourned at 8:52 p.m. upon motion by Mr. Martone, seconded by Mr. Beltramini, and carried unanimously. 
