RAMSEY SHADE TREE COMMISSION
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING, THURSDAY, MARCH 18, 2010
The regular meeting of the Ramsey Shade Tree Commission was called to order by Mr. McMahon at 8:00 p.m., Thursday, March 18, 2010.  Also present were Mr. Beltramini, Mr. Brisby, Mr. Fitzsimmons, Mr. Martone (arrived at 8:07 p.m.), Mr. Rutkowski, Commission members, Mr. Siemsen, Council Liaison, Mr. Cillick, Board Attorney, Mr. Smith, Coordinator, and Mrs. Dey, Secretary.  Mr. Schumacher was absent.  
Mr. McMahon announced that this meeting is being held in accordance with the Sunshine Laws of the State of New Jersey.  Public notice of this meeting was published in the legal ads section of the BERGEN RECORD on Monday, December 28, 2009 and in the legal ads section of the RIDGEWOOD NEWS on Friday, December 25, 2009.  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Upon motion by Mr. Beltramini, seconded by Mr. Rutkowski, the minutes of the February 18, 2010 meeting were unanimously accepted as received.
BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS

Mr. Smith read a letter from McDonnell & Whitaker, stating that the letter of credit has been posted for Interstate Shopping Center.
PUBLIC COMMENT

Mr. McMahon announced that the Public Comment portion of the meeting would be opened at 8:03 p.m. and would last approximately fifteen minutes.

Ms. Roberta Andry-Cowlan, 15 Dixon Street, was present to discuss the 45-foot eastern hemlocks which were removed from 62 Lake Street.  She stated that the removal of those hemlocks, which she said were healthy, has negatively impacted her property.  She shared “before” and “after” photographs and referenced various Ramsey ordinances.  She 
had not been informed of the removal and was not at home when the work was completed.  She would like replacement evergreens or spruces of at least eighteen feet.  Mr. McMahon noted that a state certified arborist reported that the hemlocks were in moderate to severe decline.  The Lake Street homeowner, Mr. Checkwood, has replacement plans, utilizing trees from eight to ten feet in height which will probably be staggered.  He will be contacted by Mr. Smith.  
Mr. Al Braggin, 25 Franklin Street, noted the excellent job which the Shade Tree Commission does, inspecting and removing dead branches and trees throughout the borough.  Because of that diligence, there were few power outages and road closures in Ramsey during the recent storms.  He suggested that a Boy Scout troop canvass the borough, looking for other dead branches and trees for removal.
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COMMUNICATIONS
Minutes

Board of Adjustment-January 20, 2010, agenda-March 17, 2010
Design Review Board-January 26, 2010
Environmental Commission-January 12, 2010, February 9, 2010
Planning Board-February 2, 2010, agenda-March 2, 2010
Also received and filed were:

1.
Board of Adjustment memorializing resolutions, from February 17, 2010 
meeting

LANDSCAPING PLAN REVIEW
Thomas Flint of Thomas Flint Landscape did not attend the meeting.  He was to discuss the destroyed root system on three borough trees, approximately ninety caliper inches, which occurred during excavation for an approved stone wall at 45 DeBaun Avenue which is almost eighty percent done.  If the trees were to fall, two would hit the house and one would fall toward Orange & Rockland power lines.  A letter will be sent to him, demanding that he appear at the April Shade Tree Commission meeting.  Any stop work order would need to come through the borough via Borough Attorney Scandariato.

SITE PLAN REVIEW
Dunkin Donuts-775 Route 17S

This project was denied by the Planning Board.
TREE REMOVAL PERMIT APPLICATIONS/VIOLATIONS
12 Hosking Way

The permit is for the removal of seventy-two trees.  Nothing has been received from Conklin Associates.  A tree inventory is needed and the trees need to be re-tagged.  The residence will be put on the April agenda.  

112-114 West Oak Street (16 Hubbard School Lane) 
Mr. Cillick presented his plan to move the process and bring closure to this issue.  He recommended that a municipal court complaint be filed.  If that is not successful, then a lawsuit can be brought against the property owners by the borough; no lawsuit has ever been filed.  The tree remediation plan in lieu of a fine was never followed by Mr. Krawczyk and he never appeared at a Shade Tree Commission meeting even though his presence was requested.  As of January 2009, there still is a 37.5 caliper deficiency.  Mr. Cillick noted that the property was transferred to ASR Realty Corp. for one dollar.  Mr. Braggin, a neighboring property owner, was adamant that the remediation plan not be 
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lessened.  He wants fulfillment of the remediation plan as developed which will restore his privacy.  Mr. Cillick noted that Mr. Braggin could file his own lawsuit.  There is no statute of limitation in this matter.  Upon motion by Mr. Martone, seconded by Mr. Fitzsimmons, the Shade Tree Commission unanimously approved Mr. Cillick’s recommendation.        
PLANNING BOARD APPLICATION STATUS-None  

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT APPLICATION STATUS


1.
Ramsey Holdings, LLC-984 Route 17N-A vote was taken on the 



application.  One restaurant and the Verizon store were approved; one


restaurant was denied.  The applicant has not yet applied for a landscaping 

plan review.

SHADE TREE COMMISSION APPLICATION STATUS-None
RESIDENTIAL SITE INSPECTIONS

Mr. Smith will remove trees from the list as necessary.  
37 Roandis Court-Borough Engineer Reed will be informed of the sinkhole.
10 Bonnieview Terrace-The elevation work has been given to Chris Fix.
352 Elbert Street-Mr. Rutkowski will look at the tree which the resident thinks is killing his grass.
6 Center Street-Mr. Brisby will inspect the tree and determine if it needs to come down.
123 Arch Street-Mr. McMahon will inspect the two trees which the resident thinks are dying of disease.
3 Cobblestone Lane-Mr. Mammone will be asked to determine if the tree is a borough tree.
250 Grove Street-Chris Fix removed the tree.
11 Lantern Lane-Chris Fix removed the two broken branches.
384 Elbert Street-The tree in question is not a borough tree.
8 Grandview Terrace-The tree, which has been marked, was given to Chris Fix to trim.  
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12 Ramsey Avenue-Chris Fix will remove the borough tree.
36 Snyder Avenue-The tree was evaluated by Kurt Sumner and no problems were noted.  It was also evaluated by the police from a safety standpoint.  The tree will be removed from the monthly agenda.
42 New England Drive-Chris Fix completed the necessary tree trimming.
88 Manor Drive-Trees at both 84 and 88 Manor Drive were trimmed by Chris Fix.
161 Ramview Avenue-The tree was taken down by Chris Fix.
Monte Park (Norman Drive)-The clean-up of this twelve-acre Green Acres area will be done in the spring.
100 Jean Street- The trees have a lot of dead branches which need to be trimmed in the spring.
160 South Franklin Turnpike/Backyard of 32 Lakeside Drive-Mr. Smith will notify the residents about the tree removal which will be done by the county.  
COMMERCIAL SITE INSPECTIONS  
In April and May, the Commissioners will start to inspect their assigned sites to ascertain the landscaping status.
OLD BUSINESS
Rescheduling with Kurt Sumner will take place in late April.  Fuhrman Avenue will be the focus.  At least four Commissioners must participate to earn the credits. 

The Tree City USA application has been approved by the state, Ramsey’s fifteenth in a row.  This year four signs were requested, rather than two.   

The Community Forestry Management Plan was also approved by the state. 
NEW BUSINESS
The State of New Jersey CORE training will be held on Saturday, April 10th, in Paramus.  At least two Commissioners should attend.
Many of the trees on the 2010 replacement tree list have no species noted.  Mr. Beltramini and Mr. McMahon will update the list.  The plan is to go out for quotes by the end of March.  Eleven trees will be planted on Main Street.  Last year’s planting list will 
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be checked to ascertain the condition of the trees since they have a one-year guarantee.  May 1st is the target date for that tree evaluation by the Commissioners.  

The Arbor Day plans including tree planting at the Smith School cul-de-sac.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business to come before the Commission, the meeting was adjourned at 8:58 p.m. upon motion by Mr. McMahon, seconded by Mr. Martone, and carried unanimously. 
