RAMSEY SHADE TREE COMMISSION
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING, THURSDAY, JULY 21, 2011
The regular meeting of the Ramsey Shade Tree Commission was called to order by Mr. McMahon at 8:14 p.m., Thursday, July 21, 2011.  Also present were Mr. Beltramini, Mr. Gubala, Mr. Martone, Mr. Schumacher, Commission members, and Mr. Cillick, Board Attorney.  Mr. Brisby, Mr. Fitzsimmons, Mr. Rutkowski, Mr. Tyburczy, Council Liaison, Mr. Smith, Coordinator, and Mrs. Dey, Secretary, were absent.   
Mr. McMahon announced that this meeting is being held in accordance with the Sunshine Laws of the State of New Jersey.  Public notice of this meeting was published in the legal ads section of the BERGEN RECORD on Friday, December 31, 2010 and in the legal ads section of the RIDGEWOOD NEWS on Friday, December 31, 2010.  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Upon motion by Mr. Beltramini, seconded by Mr. Gubala, the minutes of the May 19, 2011 meeting and the June 30, 2011 special meeting were unanimously accepted as received.    
BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS-None

PUBLIC COMMENT
Mr. McMahon announced that the Public Comment portion of the meeting would be opened at 8:16 p.m. and would last approximately fifteen minutes.

Mr. Al Braggin, 25 Franklin Street, referred to a question which Mr. Gubala had raised at a prior meeting.  He had asked about the lien amount for the property at 112-114 West Oak Street (16 Hubbard School Lane).  Mr. Cillick will find out the amount of the lien.  It was noted that the issue has been removed from the agenda.  Mr. Braggin also commented upon the plantings on the west side of the Shannon Rose property.  He is of the opinion that those plantings might be in the state right-of-way and therefore should not be used to calculate the amount of green space.  Mr. McMahon indicated that the calculation is not the concern of the Shade Tree Commission and would need to be discussed with a different board within the borough. 
COMMUNICATIONS
Minutes

Board of Adjustment-May 18, 2011 
Board of Public Works-April 18, 2011
Design Review Board-April 26, 2011
Planning Board-May 3, 2011, June 7, 2011, agenda-June 7, 2011, June 21, 2011 
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Also received and filed were:

1.
Board of Adjustment memorializing resolutions, from the June 15, 2011 meeting
LANDSCAPING PLAN REVIEW

Shannon Rose

Mr. Jaworski was present with a revised plan for Shannon Rose, located at the former site of T.G.I.Friday’s.  The project has been presented twice to the Planning Board and the site plan and variances, with the exception of signage, were approved at their July 19th meeting.  The ten parking places in the front of the building have been eliminated in favor of green space.  The outdoor dining area has been moved away from the dumpster area.  The area next to the dumpster will be landscaped as will the complete area around the outdoor dining location.  The green space will not be thirty percent but there is a forty-foot right-of-way that runs through the site so the application includes a 6,500 square foot impervious surface that cannot be changed.  If that impervious surface could be altered, the green space would be in excess of twenty-eight percent.  The revised plan allows for 26.2% of green space, up .8%.  In total, the applicant has eliminated seventeen parking spaces.  Mr. McMahon had two requests.  First, he asked that the existing property be cleaned up.  Secondly, the Shade Tree Commission needs two drawings with the planting schedule for the bond.   
SITE PLAN REVIEW-None
TREE REMOVAL PERMIT APPLICATIONS/VIOLATIONS
82 North Spruce Street

A summons had been issued to Mark Sanicki and Danuta Wojtaszek for the removal of two borough trees valued at $4,100 each.  At municipal court on Tuesday, April 12th, they were given sixty days to pay the $8,200 fine which they have not yet done.  Mr. Mammone sent them a letter on June 20th.  Mr. Cillick will follow-up.  
20 Pine Tree Road

Both Mr. McMahon and Mr. Martone visited the property and have no issues with the removal of nine trees, five of which are fighting for sunlight and others which need to come down.  A landscape plan has been developed.  Upon motion by Mr. McMahon, seconded by Mr. Schumacher, the tree removal permit was unanimously approved.

PLANNING BOARD APPLICATION STATUS

1.
Shannon Rose will be continued at the September meeting for signage.

2.
Gabrellian Associates (Howard Johnson’s site) is an ongoing project.  Mr. 


McMahon suggested a road trip to look at the property.  
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BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT APPLICATION STATUS-None
SHADE TREE COMMISSION APPLICATION STATUS-None
RESIDENTIAL SITE INSPECTIONS
Rather than commenting upon the trees on the list, Mr. Martone suggested that the Commissioners provide Mr. Smith with an update regarding any of the trees from their assigned residential areas via e-mail.
COMMERCIAL SITE INSPECTIONS
The Commissioners were reminded to keep an eye on their assigned areas.
OLD BUSINESS 
Mr. McMahon reviewed the status of the Pat Scanlan Landscaping issue from the executive session of the June 30th special meeting.  As had been discussed and approved by the Shade Tree Commissioners, the entire contract has been canceled.  A letter was written and sent by Borough Attorney Scandariato.  The bond company had been notified of the action.  The Commissioners had been given a summary, based upon what was discussed at the June meeting.  Upon motion by Mr. Martone, seconded by Mr. Schumacher, the resolution as presented was unanimously approved.  Mr. Cillick will stay in touch with Mr. Scandariato regarding this issue and will keep the Commissioners posted on any updates.          
NEW BUSINESS-None
ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business to come before the Commission, the meeting was adjourned at 8:43 p.m. upon motion by Mr. Martone, seconded by Mr. Beltramini, and carried unanimously. 
