RAMSEY SHADE TREE COMMISSION
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING, THURSDAY, JANUARY 20, 2011
The regular meeting of the Ramsey Shade Tree Commission was called to order by Mr. McMahon at 8:01 p.m., Thursday, January 20, 2011.  Also present were Mr. Fitzsimmons, Mr. Gubala, Mr. Schumacher, Commission members, Mr. Tyburczy, Council Liaison, Mr. Cillick, Board Attorney, Mr. Smith, Coordinator, and Mrs. Dey, Secretary.  Mr. Beltramini, Mr. Brisby, Mr. Martone, and Mr. Rutkowski were absent.   
Mr. McMahon announced that this meeting is being held in accordance with the Sunshine Laws of the State of New Jersey.  Public notice of this meeting was published in the legal ads section of the BERGEN RECORD on Friday, December 31, 2010 and in the legal ads section of the RIDGEWOOD NEWS on Friday, December 31, 2010.  
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN AND VICE-CHAIRMAN

Upon motion by Mr. Schumacher, seconded by Mr. Fitzsimmons, and approved unanimously, the regular order of business was changed to allow for the election of chairman and vice-chairman.  Mr. Schumacher nominated Mr. McMahon as Chairman, seconded by Mr. Fitzsimmons.  There were no further nominations.  Mr. Fitzsimmons nominated Mr. Martone as Vice-Chairman, seconded by Mr. Schumacher.  There were no further nominations.  Both nominations were unanimously approved.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Upon motion by Mr. Schumacher, seconded by Mr. Gubala, the minutes of the December 16, 2010 meeting were unanimously accepted as received.    
BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS-None
PUBLIC COMMENT
Mr. McMahon announced that the Public Comment portion of the meeting would be opened at 8:03 p.m. and would last approximately fifteen minutes.

Mr. Al Braggin, 25 Franklin Street, asked about the status of 21 Lakeview Terrace.  Mr. McMahon reported that he has not yet met with Mr. Strollo of 27 Lakeview Terrace and Mr. Sumner due to the recent snow.  They will re-inspect the trees is question and discuss any issues, but the trees are in good shape.  Mr. Sumner is willing to meet with the resident because of “sheer professionalism.”
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COMMUNICATIONS
Minutes

Board of Adjustment-November 17, 2010, agenda-January 19, 2011
Board of Public Works-November 15, 2010

Design Review Board-November 23, 2010

Planning Board-December 7, 2010, agenda-January 4, 2011
Also received and filed were:

1.
Board of Adjustment memorializing resolutions, from the December 15, 2010 meeting

LANDSCAPING PLAN REVIEW-None
SITE PLAN REVIEW-None
TREE REMOVAL PERMIT APPLICATIONS/VIOLATIONS
250 Shadyside Road

Christopher and Maureen Pierpont would like to remove twenty trees from a vacant lot.  Mr. Martone had visited the site three times and had no issues with the removal.  The trees have been tagged and inventoried.  Upon motion by Mr. McMahon, seconded by Mr. Fitzsimmons, approval to issue the tree removal permit was unanimously granted.  

7 May Court

Hugo and Fabiana Perez were present to discuss removal of ten trees from their property.  They can take down six trees per calendar year without a permit.  They plan to put in a waterfall.  Perfect Cut is their contractor who told them that two of their trees are diseased.  Several of the red oak trees are close to the house and the dropping acorns are an issue.  Mr. McMahon had visited the site and noted that the trees slated for removal are sixteen to twenty-four caliper inches.  He indicated that their removal could cause erosion and water problems on their property.  He recommended that they take down the trees closest to the house and elevate the canopies of the other trees.  No permit was issued.     
112-114 West Oak Street (16 Hubbard School Lane) 
Mr. Cillick reported that he met with Borough Attorney Scandariato twice regarding this issue.  Mr. Scandariato is in the process of having a lien filed.  The two attorneys will meet again next week.  Mr. Braggin observed that many of the plantings which have already been done, such as some of the deciduous trees in the front of the property, were not on the remediation plan and should not count.  Mr. Scandariato has the remediation plan as agreed to.  Mr. Braggin also mentioned that some of the evergreens which were planted are smaller than those required by the plan.
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40-42 North Franklin Turnpike 
A summons had been issued to Sage Realty for removing ten trees over four inches in diameter without a permit.  The case was dismissed because there are two lots, meaning that six trees could be removed from each lot.
82 North Spruce Street

A summons was issued to Mark Sanicki and Danuta Wojtaszek for the removal of two borough trees valued at $4,100 each.  They have hired an attorney and the court date is set for Tuesday, February 22nd.  
PLANNING BOARD APPLICATION STATUS-None
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT APPLICATION STATUS


1.
Ramsey Holdings, LLC-984 Route 17N-In place of the Verizon store 


which had previously been approved, a Vitamin Shoppe as well as a 


SmashBurger Restaurant have been proposed for the site. 
SHADE TREE COMMISSION APPLICATION STATUS-None
RESIDENTIAL SITE INSPECTIONS
257 Davidson Avenue-The tree is marked and the resident wants to know when it will be taken down.  The removal will be given to Ace.
Brittany Court-In the spring, the entire block will be trimmed and elevated.

59 West Crescent Avenue-The resident would like the white mulberry trimmed and its broken branches removed.  Mr. McMahon will look at the tree which the resident would like saved.
6 New England Drive-The resident planted a tree on the borough’s right-of-way, about one foot from the curb.  Ace will remove the tree.
17 Twinbrook Court-Mr. Beltramini will check on the tree which the resident thinks is dead and would like removed.
Vaughn Drive-In the spring, all of the trees on Vaughn Drive will be trimmed and elevated.
4 Swan Hollow Court-The resident reported one dead evergreen and one other dying tree.  The evergreen is not on borough property.  Mr. Mammone will be asked to look at the other tree.
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21 Lakeview Terrace-This tree will be looked at by Mr. McMahon, Mr. Strollo, and Mr. Sumner.
COMMERCIAL SITE INSPECTIONS

Currently not much can be inspected because of the snow.

OLD BUSINESS
The latest communication regarding Monte Park was discussed.  In addition to members of the Shade Tree Commission, Leo Egan of the Health Department, Ace, and DPW workers have visited the fourteen acre Green Acres site.  Mayor Botta agrees with and supports the actions which have been taken.   

Mr. Braggin asked about the status of Orange & Rockland work within the borough.  Mr. McMahon noted that they are completing two ongoing projects and will be in Ramsey at least through February. 
NEW BUSINESS
The residential assignments were distributed to those in attendance.  Mr. Schumacher will continue to be responsible for Zone 4.  Mr. Gubala was assigned to Zone 6.
Mr. Schumacher asked about any new plantings.  There is an ongoing list which will be put out to bid at the beginning of March.  Mr. McMahon estimated that there are about fifty trees to be planted.  The plantings cannot go over budget.

Mr. McMahon and Mr. Cillick will look at the Shade Tree Commission Trust Account.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business to come before the Commission, the meeting was adjourned at 8:40 p.m. upon motion by Mr. Fitzsimmons, seconded by Mr. Schumacher, and carried unanimously. 
