RAMSEY SHADE TREE COMMISSION
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING, THURSDAY, JANUARY 21, 2010
The regular meeting of the Ramsey Shade Tree Commission was called to order by Mr. McMahon at 8:07 p.m., Thursday, January 21, 2010.  Also present were Mr. Beltramini, Mr. Martone, Mr. Rutkowski, Mr. Schumacher, Commission members, Mr. Siemsen, Council Liaison, Mr. Cillick, Board Attorney, and Mrs. Dey, Secretary.  Mr. Brisby, Mr. Fitzsimmons, and Mr. Smith, Coordinator, were absent.  
Mr. McMahon announced that this meeting is being held in accordance with the Sunshine Laws of the State of New Jersey.  Public notice of this meeting was published in the legal ads section of the BERGEN RECORD on Monday, December 28, 2009 and in the legal ads section of the RIDGEWOOD NEWS on Friday, December 25, 2009.  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Upon motion by Mr. Beltramini, seconded by Mr. Schumacher, the minutes of the December 17, 2009 meeting were unanimously accepted as received.
CHAIRMAN AND VICE-CHAIRMAN ELECTION

Upon motion by Mr. McMahon, seconded by Mr. Martone, and approved unanimously, the regular order of business was changed to allow for the election of chairman and vice-chairman.  Mr. Martone nominated Mr. McMahon as Chairman, seconded by Mr. Beltramini.  There were no further nominations.  Mr. Beltramini nominated Mr. Martone as Vice-Chairman, seconded by Mr. Schumacher.  There were no further nominations.  Both nominations were unanimously approved.  
BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS

Weather-permitting, the necessary training with Kurt Sumner will be rescheduled for Sunday, January 31st, at 1 p.m.  Mr. McMahon will provide an e-mail update.  At least four Commissioners must participate to earn the credits.
Mr. Siemsen was welcomed back as liaison and he indicated that he is glad to be back.  
PUBLIC COMMENT

Mr. McMahon announced that the Public Comment portion of the meeting would be opened at 8:11 p.m. and would last approximately fifteen minutes.

Mr. Al Braggin, 25 Franklin Street, commented upon the ongoing Krawczyk “saga,” stating his concern about a statute of limitation.  He expressed his hope that in 2010 the finalization of the issue will occur so that it can be removed from the monthly agenda.  He further commended the Commissioners on the good job which they provide for the borough.  
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COMMUNICATIONS
Minutes

Board of Adjustment-agenda-January 20, 2010
Design Review Board-November 24, 2009
Planning Board-December 1, 2009, agenda-January 6, 2010
Also received and filed were:

1.
Board of Adjustment memorializing resolutions, from December 16, 2009 
meeting

LANDSCAPING PLAN REVIEW

Eastwick College-10 South Franklin Turnpike 
Tom Ashbahian was present to discuss the landscaping plan.  Three large dead trees, as yet unmarked, are to be taken down on the property.  It was decided that three deciduous trees with a 3” to 3 ½” caliper, at a cost of $400 each ($1200), would be added to the plant schedule.  The type of trees and their placements would be finalized in the spring.  The Blue Atlas Cedar is to be hand dug and moved from the north side of the building to the entrance side on Lake Street.  A description of the plantings on ten to fifteen feet of the western curb line is also needed.  Issues with snow removal were discussed.  Mr. Ashbahian will modify the drawing and forward it to Mr. Smith or Borough Engineer Reed.

SITE PLAN REVIEW
Dunkin Donuts-775 Route 17S

The Planning Board requested that the Shade Tree Commission look at the project.  The building currently on the site will be taken down and will be replaced by a slightly smaller building.  They are adding a drive-through lane to the site.  A solid vinyl fence will be put on the western side of the site and will meet up with the adjacent car wash’s fence.  The landscaping plan which had been submitted was weak.  Thirty six-to-seven foot arborvitae were included on the plan.  Nothing was proposed for the islands and no irrigation plan was included.  There was no mention of sod, topsoil, or mulch.  Evergreens on the site are slated for removal.  There are additional trees on the property which are not shown on the plan.  A separate page for landscaping was recommended, including a stepped-up planting plan.      
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TREE REMOVAL PERMIT APPLICATIONS/VIOLATIONS

112-114 West Oak Street (16 Hubbard School Lane)
Mr. Cillick had nothing further to add at this point.  Before the next meeting, he will look at the property with Mr. Braggin to get more information.    

PLANNING BOARD APPLICATION STATUS  


1.  
Dunkin Donuts-The application is on the agenda for the February 5th 


meeting.  
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT APPLICATION STATUS


1.
Ramsey Holdings, LLC-984 Route 17N-A vote was taken on the 



application.  One restaurant and the Verizon store were approved; one


restaurant was denied.  The applicant has not yet applied for a landscaping 

plan review.

2.
Korek, LLP-89 North Franklin Turnpike-This project had been approved 


on November 19, 2008, subject to and conditioned upon Shade Tree 


Commission approval.  Therefore, a landscaping plan is needed for this 


two-family home.  Construction has begun at the site.  
SHADE TREE COMMISSION APPLICATION STATUS-None
RESIDENTIAL SITE INSPECTIONS

Mr. Smith will remove trees from the list as necessary.  
344 Grove Street-The tree in question will be removed shortly.
251 South Central Avenue-Chris Fix will look at the tree which is hanging over South Central Avenue and is entangled in the overhead wires.
Monte Park (Norman Drive)-There are twelve acres of Green Acres which are in need of a clean-up of dead and dying trees.  A resident called Trenton and was told that any issues with the property are Ramsey’s, not the state’s.  The resident indicated that funds had been given to the borough in 1968 for maintenance of the property.  Mr. McMahon and Mr. Schumacher will walk the heavily wooded site.  
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Maple Street Bikepath-Mr. McMahon walked the bikepath with Chris Fix.  Trees were marked and the required work will be done.
7 Colleen Court-Mr. Beltramini will look at the two trees which are both losing branches.  One had no leaves during the summer.
100 Jean Street-Three trees have a lot of dead branches which need to be trimmed. 
160 South Franklin Turnpike/Backyard of 32 Lakeside Drive-Six trees need to come down.  They are all marked and will be removed in the spring by the county.  Mr. Mammone will match the trees to the homeowners on Lakeside Drive.
67 Rose Avenue-Chris Fix took care of the tree on the corner lot on Refy Avenue.
COMMERCIAL SITE INSPECTIONS  
During the months of April and May, the Commissioners will inspect the commercial sites to ascertain that everything is okay.
OLD BUSINESS
Mr. Braggin asked if there will be a look at the ordinances in 2010 by the Commissioners to make them more robust and clear.  Mr. McMahon is securing applicable ordinances from other towns.

Mr. Braggin also asked about the status of the plan for several homes near Finch Park and Interstate Shopping Center.  There was a problem with drainage on the site.  Extensions can be granted beyond the two-year period.
NEW BUSINESS
The State of New Jersey’s Tree City application is due at the end of February.  It would be Ramsey’s fifteenth designation in a row as a Tree City.

Mr. McMahon will meet with Mr. Cillick to discuss the Shade Tree Trust Account.

Mr. Schumacher asked about the new tree list which has been started.  It is the plan to get the bid out earlier, at the beginning of March.  There are seventeen to twenty trees on the list so far.
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ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business to come before the Commission, the meeting was adjourned at 8:55 p.m. upon motion by Mr. McMahon, seconded by Mr. Beltramini, and carried unanimously. 
