RAMSEY SHADE TREE COMMISSION
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING, THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 2011
The regular meeting of the Ramsey Shade Tree Commission was called to order by Mr. McMahon at 8:03 p.m., Thursday, February 17, 2011.  Also present were Mr. Brisby, Mr. Gubala, Mr. Martone, Mr. Rutkowski, Mr. Schumacher, Commission members, Mr. Tyburczy, Council Liaison, Mr. Geist for Mr. Cillick, Board Attorney, Mr. Smith, Coordinator, and Mrs. Dey, Secretary.  Mr. Beltramini and Mr. Fitzsimmons were absent.   
Mr. McMahon announced that this meeting is being held in accordance with the Sunshine Laws of the State of New Jersey.  Public notice of this meeting was published in the legal ads section of the BERGEN RECORD on Friday, December 31, 2010 and in the legal ads section of the RIDGEWOOD NEWS on Friday, December 31, 2010.  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Upon motion by Mr. Schumacher, seconded by Mr. McMahon, the minutes of the January 20, 2011 meeting were unanimously accepted as received.    
PUBLIC COMMENT
Mr. McMahon announced that the Public Comment portion of the meeting would be opened at 8:05 p.m. and would last approximately fifteen minutes.

Mr. Al Braggin, 25 Franklin Street, reported that he had spoken with Borough Attorney Scandariato regarding 112-114 West Oak Street.  According to Mr. Braggin, at a recent council meeting Mr. Scandariato stated, on the record, that the lien was going to be issued.  Secondly, he asked about the status of the ordinance which would allow the Shade Tree Commission to prevent the issuance of a certificate of occupancy until a required tree remediation plan is completed.  Relatedly, Mr. Braggin provided information regarding a new state regulation which he learned about at a recent Planning Board meeting.  If there is no statute on the books on the date of an application no loopholes can be closed which would impact the application; the original ordinance would still hold.  Mr. McMahon will check with Mr. Scandariato regarding necessary action by the Shade Tree Commission.  Finally, Mr. Braggin asked about the status of the meeting regarding 21 Lakeview Terrace.  Mr. McMahon reported that he has not yet met with Mr. Strollo of 27 Lakeview Terrace and Mr. Sumner due to the continuing snow pack.
BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS
Mr. McMahon noted that the pear trees at the high school, across from the fire station, were taken care of by state-certified tree experts.  There were three options-to aggressively cut them back; to leave them as they are, continually dropping branches; or to remove them.  Since they were aggressively cut back, the pear trees look bad right now 
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but it is expected that they will fill in and look much better.   
COMMUNICATIONS
Minutes

Board of Adjustment-November 30, 2010, December 15, 2010, agenda-February 16, 2011 
Board of Public Works-December 20, 2010

Design Review Board-December 27, 2010
Also received and filed were:

1.
Board of Adjustment memorializing resolutions, from the January 19, 2011 meeting

LANDSCAPING PLAN REVIEW-None
SITE PLAN REVIEW-None
TREE REMOVAL PERMIT APPLICATIONS/VIOLATIONS
250 Shadyside Road

Mr. Martone reported that the trees which were supposed to be removed were removed.  Excavation has started at the site.
112-114 West Oak Street (16 Hubbard School Lane) 
Mr. Geist reported that Mr. Cillick recently spoke with Mr. Scandariato.  Certified letters were sent to both the resident and the LLC.  The purpose of the letter was a final notice; if there is no remediation, then a lien will immediately be placed. 
82 North Spruce Street

A summons was issued to Mark Sanicki and Danuta Wojtaszek for the removal of two borough trees valued at $4,100 each.  They have hired an attorney and the court date is set for Tuesday, February 22nd.  

PLANNING BOARD APPLICATION STATUS-None
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT APPLICATION STATUS-None 
SHADE TREE COMMISSION APPLICATION STATUS-None
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RESIDENTIAL SITE INSPECTIONS
374 Island Avenue-According to Mr. Mammone, the tree is the borough’s.  Its removal was given to Ace.
70 Canterbury Drive-A large branch came down and the resident feels the tree should come down.  Its removal was given to Ace.
257 Davidson Avenue-The tree is marked and the resident wants to know when it will be taken down.  The removal was given to Ace.
Brittany Court-In the spring, the entire block will be trimmed and elevated by Ace.

59 West Crescent Avenue-The resident would like the white mulberry trimmed and its broken branches removed.  Mr. McMahon marked it with an elevation line and it was given to Ace.
6 New England Drive-The resident planted a tree on the borough’s right-of-way, about one foot from the curb.  Ace will remove the tree.
17 Twinbrook Court-Mr. Beltramini will check on the tree which the resident thinks is dead and would like removed.  
Vaughn Drive-In the spring, all of the trees on Vaughn Drive will be trimmed and elevated.
4 Swan Hollow Court-The resident reported one dead evergreen and one other dying tree.  The evergreen is not on borough property.  Mr. Mammone was asked to look at the other tree.
21 Lakeview Terrace-This tree will be looked at by Mr. McMahon, Mr. Strollo, and Mr. Sumner.  The root system needs to be checked.
COMMERCIAL SITE INSPECTIONS

Currently not much can be inspected because of the snow.

OLD BUSINESS-None
NEW BUSINESS
The residential re-assignments will be finalized at the March meeting.
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Mr. Brisby, Mr. McMahon, and Councilman Tyburczy will attend the April 2nd CORE Training in Paramus.  Following that training, all of the members of the Shade Tree Commission will be CORE trained.  

Mr. Smith has submitted the forestry plan.  He will be submitting the tree city paperwork.

The procedure regarding the 2011 tree replacements was presented.  Mr. Smith will send out the necessary letters.  The Commissioners will contact the homeowners on the list with a suggestion for the replacement tree.  All of the tree species will be gathered by the March meeting so that the list can be put out to bid that month.  The work can then be completed in April and May.  Mr. McMahon noted that there have been problems with Shademaster Locusts and Little Leaf Lindens.  He would recommend six-inch perforated PVC for those trees.  Mr. Braggin shared information regarding a redevelopment grant for the Gertzen Plaza area as well as a grant for the repaving of a portion of South Central Avenue. 
ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business to come before the Commission, the meeting was adjourned at 8:31 p.m. upon motion by Mr. McMahon, seconded by Mr. Martone, and carried unanimously. 
