RAMSEY SHADE TREE COMMISSION
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 16, 2010
The regular meeting of the Ramsey Shade Tree Commission was called to order by Mr. McMahon at 8:02 p.m., Thursday, December 16, 2010.  Also present were Mr. Gubala, Mr. Martone, Mr. Rutkowski (arrived at 8:10 p.m.), Mr. Schumacher, Commission members, Mr. Tyburczy, Council Liaison, Mr. Geist for Mr. Cillick, Board Attorney, and Mrs. Dey, Secretary.  Mr. Beltramini, Mr. Brisby, Mr. Fitzsimmons, and Mr. Smith, Coordinator, were absent.   
Mr. McMahon announced that this meeting is being held in accordance with the Sunshine Laws of the State of New Jersey.  Public notice of this meeting was published in the legal ads section of the BERGEN RECORD on Monday, December 28, 2009 and in the legal ads section of the RIDGEWOOD NEWS on Friday, December 25, 2009.  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Upon motion by Mr. McMahon, seconded by Mr. Martone, the minutes of the November 18, 2010 meeting were unanimously accepted as received.  
BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS-None
PUBLIC COMMENT
Mr. McMahon announced that the Public Comment portion of the meeting would be opened at 8:03 p.m. and would last approximately fifteen minutes.

Mr. Al Braggin, 25 Franklin Street, commented upon the tree removal work which has been done by Orange & Rockland throughout the borough.  It was suggested that Mr. Braggin contact Orange & Rockland directly with any questions, observations, or suggestions that he might have about their work.  
Mr. Steve Strollo, 27 Lakeview Terrace, was present to discuss 21 Lakeview Terrace.  He expressed his concern for the safety of his property because there exists a split section on his neighbor’s tree which will fall on his property when it fails.  The split is more than three-quarters of the way through the tree trunk so he thinks that it is just a matter of time before it falls onto his property.  He further noted that the tree is unbalanced.  He was against cabling because he felt that the split section is too far along.  Mr. McMahon explained that there is not a split in the tree, but rather a leader.  Mr. Strollo asked why that area in question stays wet if it is a leader, not a split.  There was some discussion regarding split versus leader.  Kurt Sumner had examined the pin oak and found no problems with the tree which is close to twenty caliper inches and seventy feet tall.  The recommendation was some limb removal and elevation.  Mr. McMahon suggested that he, Mr. Strollo, and Mr. Sumner re-examine the tree.
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COMMUNICATIONS
Minutes

Board of Adjustment-agenda-December 15, 2010

Board of Public Works-October 18, 2010

Design Review Board-October 26, 2010

Planning Board-November 16, 2010, agenda-December 7, 2010
Also received and filed were:

1.
Planning Board memorializing resolutions, from the December 7, 2010 meeting

LANDSCAPING PLAN REVIEW-None
SITE PLAN REVIEW-None
TREE REMOVAL PERMIT APPLICATIONS/VIOLATIONS
250 Shadyside Road

Christopher and Maureen Pierpont would like to remove twenty trees from a vacant lot.  

7 May Court

Hugo and Fabiana Perez would like to remove seven trees.  Perfect Cut is their contractor.  They need to indicate a reason for the removal and to submit a drawing.
112-114 West Oak Street (16 Hubbard School Lane) 
Three attorneys are working on this issue and everyone is hopeful that it will soon be put to rest.  Those involved are aware of any pertinent deadlines.  Mr. McMahon sent an e-mail regarding the caliper inches deficiency.  Mr. Braggin observed that many of the plantings which have already been done were not on the remediation plan.
40-42 North Franklin Turnpike 
A summons was issued to Sage Realty for removing ten trees over four inches in diameter without a permit.  They will be appearing in court in January with Mr. McMahon and Mr. Mammone.  
82 North Spruce Street

A summons was issued to Mark Sanicki and Danuta Wojtaszek for the removal of two borough trees valued at $4,100 each.  They have not responded; a warrant will be issued.
PLANNING BOARD APPLICATION STATUS-None
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT APPLICATION STATUS-None 
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SHADE TREE COMMISSION APPLICATION STATUS-None
RESIDENTIAL SITE INSPECTIONS
257 Davidson Avenue-The tree is marked and the resident wants to know when it will be taken down.

Brittany Court-In January the entire block will be trimmed and elevated.

59 West Crescent Avenue-The resident would like the white mulberry trimmed and its broken branches removed.

6 New England Drive-The resident planted a tree on the borough’s right-of-way, about one foot from the curb.
17 Twinbrook Court-Mr. Beltramini will check on the tree which the resident thinks is dead and would like removed.
Vaughn Drive-In the spring, all of the trees on Vaughn Drive will be trimmed and elevated.
4 Swan Hollow Court-The resident reported one dead evergreen and one other dying tree.  The evergreen is not on borough property.  Mr. McMahon will check the status of the other tree.
21 Lakeview Terrace-This tree was discussed during the public comment portion of the meeting.  
OLD BUSINESS
Since six members completed training with Kurt Sumner, a letter was sent to the state for Commissioner qualification.
Ramsey has been designated “Tree City” for seventeen years. 
NEW BUSINESS
Four bids were received for the emergency work.  Tree Tech of Mount Freedom was awarded a two-year contract.  He subcontracts for Ridgewood so he works nearby.       
At the January meeting, the residential assignments will be determined.

Newly-elected Councilman Weber was present to observe the meeting.  He probably will be the Shade Tree Commission liaison in 2011.
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ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business to come before the Commission, the meeting was adjourned at 8:37 p.m. upon motion by Mr. Martone, seconded by Mr. Gubala, and carried unanimously. 
