RAMSEY SHADE TREE COMMISSION
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING, THURSDAY, AUGUST 18, 2011
The regular meeting of the Ramsey Shade Tree Commission was called to order by Mr. McMahon at 8:01 p.m., Thursday, August 18, 2011.  Also present were Mr. Beltramini, Mr. Fitzsimmons, Mr. Gubala, Mr. Martone, Mr. Rutkowski, Mr. Schumacher, Commission members, Mr. Cillick, Board Attorney, Mr. Tyburczy, Council Liaison, and Mr. Smith, Coordinator.  Mr. Brisby and Mrs. Dey, Secretary, were absent.   
Mr. McMahon announced that this meeting is being held in accordance with the Sunshine Laws of the State of New Jersey.  Public notice of this meeting was published in the legal ads section of the BERGEN RECORD on Friday, December 31, 2010 and in the legal ads section of the RIDGEWOOD NEWS on Friday, December 31, 2010.  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Upon motion by Mr. Gubala, seconded by Mr. Schumacher, the minutes of the July 21, 2011 meeting were unanimously accepted as received.    
BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS-None

PUBLIC COMMENT
Mr. McMahon announced that the Public Comment portion of the meeting would be opened at 8:03 p.m. and would last approximately fifteen minutes.

Mr. Al Braggin, 25 Franklin Street, asked about the status of the contract with Pat Scanlan Landscaping.  Mr. Cillick stated that since the issue is still ongoing, there is no information which can be shared at this time.  Mr. Braggin then asked what the lien amount is for the property at 112-114 West Oak Street (16 Hubbard School Lane).  Mr. Cillick will contact Borough Attorney Scandariato to find out the amount of the lien.  Mr. Braggin referred to him comment from the July meeting when he stated his opinion that plantings might be in the right-of-way should not be used to calculate the amount of green space.  He checked with Mr. Whitaker, Planning Board Attorney, who agreed that only the actual property counts for green space calculation.  
COMMUNICATIONS
Minutes

Board of Adjustment-June 15, 2011, July 20, 2011 
Board of Public Works-June 20, 2011
Design Review Board-June 28, 2011
Planning Board-June 21, 2011, July 19, 2011, August 2, 2011, agendas-July 19, 2011, August 2, 2011, August 16, 2011 
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Also received and filed were:

1.
Board of Adjustment memorializing resolutions, from the July 20, 2011 and the August 17, 2011 meetings
2.
Planning Board memorializing resolutions, from the August 2, 2011 meeting

LANDSCAPING PLAN REVIEW

Interstate Shopping Center/former Howard Johnson’s site
Alexander Laptka, 12 Route 17N, Paramus, New Jersey was present with the landscaping plan for the former site of Howard Johnson’s at Interstate Shopping Center.  Howard Johnson’s has been demolished and the project (2/3 retail, 1/3 restaurant) has been approved by the Planning Board.  The new building is being set back, more in line with the rest of Interstate and the parking lots will be aligned.  Mr. Lapatka indicated the plantings which will be placed on the property.  Mr. McMahon asked about snow load on the low hedges.  Gabrellian has an existing procedure to handle snow at Interstate.  The size of the trees need to be increase to 3” to 3 ½” in caliper.  Mr. Martone asked for a re-write of note twelve, indicating that any subsequent changes to the plan need to be cleared through the Shade Tree Commission.  Mr. Beltramini asked about a weeping copper beech, tree #7180 on the plans, which he would like to see preserved.  Mr. Braggin noted that Mr. Carey, a member of the Planning Board, had been concerned with the caliper deficiency at this site when eighteen trees are removed. Mr. McMahon explained that nine of the trees to be removed are in the building envelope and many of the other trees are borderline past their prime.  Upon motion by Mr. McMahon, seconded by Mr. Martone, a tree removal permit for nine trees was unanimously approved.  
20 Pine Tree Road

Kim Mitchell, 934 Washington Avenue, Hohokus, New Jersey, landscape architect was present to explain the Felderman project.  Mr. Beltramini recused himself from the project.  

Chelsea Court

SITE PLAN REVIEW-None
TREE REMOVAL PERMIT APPLICATIONS/VIOLATIONS
82 North Spruce Street

A summons had been issued to Mark Sanicki and Danuta Wojtaszek for the removal of two borough trees valued at $4,100 each.  At municipal court on Tuesday, April 12th, they were given sixty days to pay the $8,200 fine which they have not yet done.  Mr. Mammone sent them a letter on June 20th.  The deadline has been extended to September 12th, the last extension, according to the judge.  
303 Darlington Avenue
48 Mechanic Street (Knights of Columbus)

Mr. McMahon explained the clean-up of the property.  Removal of a total of fifteen trees is being requested, with replacement of six oak trees (two red oaks, two pin oaks, and two white oaks).  A sketch of the plan is needed.  Upon motion by Mr. McMahon, seconded by Mr. Martone, the tree removal permit was unanimously approved.  Upon motion by Mr. McMahon, seconded by Mr. Martone, the twenty-five dollar fee was unanimously waived.
PLANNING BOARD APPLICATION STATUS-None
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BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT APPLICATION STATUS-None
SHADE TREE COMMISSION APPLICATION STATUS-None
RESIDENTIAL SITE INSPECTIONS
63 Airmount Avenue-The dead tree will be removed.
257 Davidson Avenue-Mr. Rutkowski recommended that the maple tree be trimmed and 
elevated.

99 Brookfield Lane-The two dead trees will be removed.
4 Candlelight Road-Mr. Martone will check the status of the two maples.
47 Beech Street-The two dead branches will be removed.
435 Elbert Street-Mr. Rutkowski will check on the two trees.
30 Hart Street-Mr. Schumacher will look at the two trees with branches in wires.
Acorn Court and West Oak Street-Trimming and elevating will be put on the winter work list.
20 Lantern Lane-Mr. Martone will check on the tree which is hanging over the driveway.
130 Darlington Avenue at Elbert Street-Mr. Rutkowski will re-evaluate the a large old oak tree.
End of Talina Court-Orange and Rockland will be contacted regarding the branches which are in the wires.
88 DeBaun Avenue-Mr. Gubala will check the two trees which the resident thinks are dying.
104 Ackerman Avenue-Mr. Mammone has notified the resident that they have sixty days to remove a hazardous branch.
428 Shadyside Road-Mr. Beltramini will check the tree which fell in the backyard from Green Acres.
205 Heather Lane-The trimming and branch removal was given to Ace.
8 Pine Tree Road-The tree will be removed.
20 Refy Avenue-The dead branch will be removed.
297 South Central Avenue-
32 Franklin Street-

12 Column Court-

71 West Main Street (Sal’s Pizza)-

10 Kelleher Avenue-

172 Twinbrook Court-

215 Elbert Street-

59 East Oak Street by the Municipal Pool-

Cleveland Street end of cul-de-sac-

COMMERCIAL SITE INSPECTIONS
OLD BUSINESS-None 
NEW BUSINESS-None
ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business to come before the Commission, the meeting was adjourned at 9:32 p.m. upon motion by Mr. Gubala, seconded by Mr. Beltramini, and carried unanimously. 
