RAMSEY SHADE TREE COMMISSION
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING, THURSDAY, APRIL 21, 2011
The regular meeting of the Ramsey Shade Tree Commission was called to order by Mr. McMahon at 8:00 p.m., Thursday, April 21, 2011.  Also present were Mr. Beltramini, Mr. Gubala, Mr. Martone, Mr. Rutkowski, Mr. Schumacher, Commission members, Mr. Tyburczy, Council Liaison, Mr. Geist for Mr. Cillick, Board Attorney, Mr. Smith, Coordinator, and Mrs. Dey, Secretary.  Mr. Brisby and Mr. Fitzsimmons were absent.   
Mr. McMahon announced that this meeting is being held in accordance with the Sunshine Laws of the State of New Jersey.  Public notice of this meeting was published in the legal ads section of the BERGEN RECORD on Friday, December 31, 2010 and in the legal ads section of the RIDGEWOOD NEWS on Friday, December 31, 2010.  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Upon motion by Mr. Martone, seconded by Mr. Beltramini, the minutes of the March 17, 2011 meeting were unanimously accepted as received.    
PUBLIC COMMENT
Mr. McMahon announced that the Public Comment portion of the meeting would be opened at 8:03 p.m. and would last approximately fifteen minutes.

Mr. Al Braggin, 25 Franklin Street, raised several issues.  He positively commented upon the finalization of the 82 North Spruce Street issue with the imposition of the $8,200 fine which will be put in the Shade Tree trust fund.  He asked about the lien status regarding 16 Hubbard School Lane.  According to Mr. Geist, the lien has been placed.  Money for the completion of the remediation plan will come from the trust fund. Thirdly, he asked about the status of the meeting regarding 21 Lakeview Terrace which is still pending.  Mr. McMahon reported that Kurt Sumner’s business has been sold which is impacting that meeting.  Finally, Mr. Braggin noted Mr. Cillick’s absence and observed that the Shade Tree Commission needs a regular attorney who will provide continuity for the commission.
BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS
Ramsey has been named a “Tree City” for the seventeenth year.
COMMUNICATIONS
Minutes

Board of Adjustment-agenda-April 20, 2011 
Board of Public Works-February 14, 2011
Design Review Board-February 22, 2011
Environmental Commission-February 8, 2011, March 8, 2011, agenda-April 12, 2011
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Planning Board-March 1, 2011, April 5, 2011, agenda-April 5, 2011, April 19, 2011 
Also received and filed were:

1.
Planning Board memorializing resolution, from the April 19, 2011 meeting
2.
Environmental Commission, Sustainable Land Use Pledge
LANDSCAPING PLAN REVIEW

Shannon Rose

Mr. Jaworski was in attendance to present a landscaping review of the Shannon Rose project, at the former T.G.I.Friday’s site.  The establishment will be open seven days a week, from 11 a.m. to 2 a.m.  The Planning Board is hearing this project.  The plan is to renovate the existing business, keeping its footprint, and also to provide outdoor dining.  The dumpster will need to be blocked and screened.  The patio will have a working fireplace with an English ivy backdrop.  There will be a new lawn and two parking spaces will be eliminated.  The islands will have new landscaping.  On the north side there are existing trees.  Straight mulch will be used in the back.  A nice variety of plantings as well as some transplanting is planned.  Irrigation will be provided.  There is a pre-existing retaining wall.  The snow load will be placed on the northern portion of the property.  There have been discussions with the property owners behind the site.  Mr. McMahon indicated that the Commissioners will make a site visit.  The project will be put on the May agenda.

“The Castle”
Mr. Jaworski also provided information about “The Castle,” which has been approved by the Board of Adjustment.  An LOI is in place.  There will be electric go-karts on the site as well as two mini-golf areas.  Sixty parking stalls are planned.  The rear part of the site will be left alone and the existing buffer will be kept, if possible.  To increase traffic visibility, the radius will be softened.  There is a pending application with the borough of Mahwah.  There were discussion and questions about the go-kart track and the steep grade of the property which Mr. Jaworski will clarify.  The golf courses will be all synthetic and will probably be seasonal.  Finer landscaping details are needed.  Regarding drainage, there will be a retention basin on the property.  Mr. Braggin presented information regarding the concerns which were raised by the Environmental Commission.  There is an underground tank on the property which must be investigated further, according to the NJDEP.  Mr. Braggin also noted the presence of Masonic Brook which must not be compromised.  Any discharge from the entertainment site should be filtered.  Mr. Jaworski noted the concerns of the Commissioners and he will provide answers for the May meeting.                 
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SITE PLAN REVIEW

Big Tows, 35 Grant Street

There is a site plan waiver from the Planning Board for this project which is in the highway zone and they were seeking Shade Tree Commission approval.  Their attendance at the meeting was a formality since there are no trees involved.  Upon motion by Mr. Schumacher, seconded by Mr. Rutkowski, the project was unanimously approved. 
TREE REMOVAL PERMIT APPLICATIONS/VIOLATIONS
112-114 West Oak Street (16 Hubbard School Lane) 
Mr. Geist spoke with Borough Attorney Scandariato and was told that the lien has been placed.  However, no planting can take place without permission.  It may be necessary that the court order access to the property.  As soon as the Shade Tree Commission gets the go-ahead, the planting will take place.   
82 North Spruce Street

A summons had been issued to Mark Sanicki and Danuta Wojtaszek for the removal of two borough trees valued at $4,100 each.  At municipal court on Tuesday, April 12th, they were given sixty days to pay the $8,200 fine.

95 Deer Trail

Jason Nagy was present with his plan to create daylight in his backyard and to open up the space so that his children have a nice yard to play in.  He would like to remove up to twenty trees which would still leave about seventy-eight trees on the property.  Mr. Martone had visited the property and he and Mr. Nagy decided which trees should be removed and which should remain.  Of the twenty-one trees, thirteen would be removed.  Upon motion by Mr. Martone, seconded by Mr. Gubala, the removal of thirteen trees was unanimously approved, based upon what was suggested, subject to Mr. Nagy’s discussion with Mrs. Nagy.  

303 Darlington Avenue

The borough had asked that part of a building on the property be removed.  The owner would also like to remove twenty-six trees, nine of which are dead or dying.  Upon motion by Mr. McMahon, seconded by Mr. Martone, permission to issue the tree removal permit was unanimously approved.

339 Wyckoff Avenue

Mr. McMahon explained the proposed backyard project which would necessitate the removal of sixteen trees.  Upon motion by Mr. McMahon, seconded by Mr. Martone, permission to issue the tree removal permit was unanimously approved.
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PLANNING BOARD APPLICATION STATUS-None
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT APPLICATION STATUS-None
SHADE TREE COMMISSION APPLICATION STATUS-None
RESIDENTIAL SITE INSPECTIONS
52 Bedford Place-Mr. Beltramini will mark for removal the tree which has many roots above the ground and which is ruining the driveway.
48 Addison Place-DPW will be asked to remove the stakes opposite this address.
103 Alder Place-Ace will trim and elevate the borough tree.
6 Eton Court-The arborist will be asked to evaluate the tree which lost a large branch and which the resident thinks is dying.
115 Orchard Place and Senior Complex-Mr. Mammone will be asked to visit the site to determine right-of-way.
47 Garland Avenue-Mr. Beltramini recommended that the tree be trimmed and elevated.
Aspen Place-A resident reported that there is a dead tree on a vacant lot by the municipal pool.  It is leaning against another tree and is in danger of falling in the street.  It was noted that the pool parking lot needs to be done with more permanent curbing, rather than the current railroad ties.  
59 West Crescent Avenue-Mr. Beltramini marked the dead tree for removal by DPW.
36 Snyder Avenue-The tree which the resident thinks has termites and is dying was given to Ace.
158 East Main Street-Mr. McMahon looked at the tree which the resident thinks needs trimming since branches are falling but it is not a borough tree.
434 Elbert Street-Mr. Rutkowski checked the two trees which the resident thinks are dying, especially the one on the Myrtle Avenue side.  One tree is fine and the other tree has dead wood in it.
17 Twinbrook Court-Mr. Beltramini checked on the tree which the resident thinks is dead and would like removed.  It was given to Ace for removal.  
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Vaughn Drive-In the spring, all of the trees on Vaughn Drive will be trimmed and elevated.
4 Swan Hollow Court-The resident reported one dead evergreen and one other dying tree.  The evergreen is not on borough property.  Mr. Gubala will look at the other tree.
21 Lakeview Terrace-This tree will be looked at by Mr. McMahon, Mr. Strollo, and the arborist.  The root system needs to be checked.
COMMERCIAL SITE INSPECTIONS-None
OLD BUSINESS
The residential re-assignments were finalized.  Mr. Smith will distribute new maps.  
The list of sixty replacement trees for 2011 was finalized.  Some changes were made.  The low bidder was Pat Scanlan Landscaping who has never been used by the Shade Tree Commission.  Red paint for marking curbs is available from Mr. Smith.    
NEW BUSINESS-None
ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business to come before the Commission, the meeting was adjourned at 9:59 p.m. upon motion by Mr. McMahon, seconded by Mr. Gubala, and carried unanimously. 
