RAMSEY SHADE TREE COMMISSION
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING, THURSDAY, APRIL 15, 2010
The regular meeting of the Ramsey Shade Tree Commission was called to order by Mr. McMahon at 8:00 p.m., Thursday, April 15, 2010.  Also present were Mr. Beltramini, Mr. Fitzsimmons, Mr. Rutkowski, Mr. Schumacher, Commission members, Mr. Siemsen, Council Liaison, Mr. Cillick, Board Attorney, Mr. Smith, Coordinator, and Mrs. Dey, Secretary.  Mr. Brisby and Mr. Martone were absent.  
Mr. McMahon announced that this meeting is being held in accordance with the Sunshine Laws of the State of New Jersey.  Public notice of this meeting was published in the legal ads section of the BERGEN RECORD on Monday, December 28, 2009 and in the legal ads section of the RIDGEWOOD NEWS on Friday, December 25, 2009.  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Upon motion by Mr. Fitzsimmons, seconded by Mr. Beltramini, the minutes of the March 18, 2010 meeting were unanimously accepted as received.
BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS-None
PUBLIC COMMENT

Mr. McMahon announced that the Public Comment portion of the meeting would be opened at 8:03 p.m. and would last approximately fifteen minutes.

Mr. Al Braggin, 25 Franklin Street, noted that there are two dead limbs at the Brennan home, across from Finch Park, and another dead limb at the home on the corner of the street which leads to Interstate Shopping Center.  
COMMUNICATIONS
Minutes

Board of Adjustment-February 17, 2010
Design Review Board-February 23, 2010
Planning Board-March 2, 2010, agenda-April 6, 2010
Also received and filed were:

1.
Planning Board Resolution of Denial of Dunkin Donuts, 775 Route 17 South
2.
Letter from Attorney Lasser Hochman to Mr. Mammone, withdrawing their 
application for a bigger sign and related tree removal at Ramsey Square Shopping 
Center
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LANDSCAPING PLAN REVIEW
Thomas Flint of Thomas Flint Landscape Design was in attendance to discuss 45 DeBaun Avenue.  According to Todd Zecher, the owner of the property, permission to build a free-standing 125-foot stone wall along the road in the right-of-way with a borough tree in front of the wall had been granted by the borough.  He sought borough approval as directed.  Both Rich Mammone and Borough Administrator Saros had been consulted.  The request went before the governing body which was verified by Mr. Siemsen.  It was suggested that, due to the scope of the project, Borough Engineer Reed should also have been consulted.  The roots of the triple trunk maple, a borough tree, were pretty well butchered.  Mr. Flint ran the machine which dug the trench, impacting the roots.  He indicated that he thought the borough tree should be cabled or taken down entirely.  Following discussion, Mr. McMahon stated that the borough’s arborist will take one leader off of the maple tree and send the bill to the property owner.  Mr. Braggin questioned why they did not also go before the Board of Adjustment.  His question was also discussed.    
Sergio Deruvo and Peter Agnello of Forcellati Brothers of River Vale were present to discuss the changes to the landscaping plan for Prestige BMW, Block 4603, Lots 33, 34, 42-46.  They distributed an updated plan, noting that any changes had been highlighted.  They have increased the plantings from forty-four to fifty-six.  Lots of perennials will be planted on the site.  The original plan was approved in 2006.  The key has been corrected.  The White Terrace buffer is better, bigger with a larger spread.  The plantings will be done within the next three to four weeks.  Upon motion by Mr. Schumacher, seconded by Mr. Beltramini, the amended and upgraded plan for Prestige BMW was unanimously approved.  The landscape bond will be revisited and then sent to the Planning Board.

SITE PLAN REVIEW
TREE REMOVAL PERMIT APPLICATIONS/VIOLATIONS
12 Hosking Way

The requested permit is for the removal of seventy-two trees.  Nothing has been received from Conklin Associates.  A tree inventory is needed and the trees need to be re-tagged.  The residence will be carried to the May agenda.  

112-114 West Oak Street (16 Hubbard School Lane) 
Prior to the filing of a municipal court complaint, Mr. Cillick recommended, following discussion with Borough Attorney Scandariato, that the property owners be given another opportunity to come before the Shade Tree Commission.  He will send a letter to Mr. Krawczyk.
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20 Alida Place

The permit request is for the removal of ten trees.  Mr. Beltramini inspected the property and recommended approval.  Upon motion by Mr. Beltramini, seconded by Mr. Fitzsimmons, the tree removal permit for 20 Alida Place was unanimously approved.

PLANNING BOARD APPLICATION STATUS

Prestige Mini Cooper is on the current agenda.  

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT APPLICATION STATUS-None
SHADE TREE COMMISSION APPLICATION STATUS-None
RESIDENTIAL SITE INSPECTIONS

Mr. Smith will remove trees from the list as necessary.  
106 Alder Drive-Mr. Brisby will check the tree to ascertain if it needs trimming because of visibility issues.
7 Colonial Heights Road-Mr. Schumacher will ascertain if the borough tree is dead.
200 Park Street-Chris Fix will trim the trees.
102 Brookfield Lane-Mr. McMahon and Mr. Smith will check on the possible dead and/or dying borough tree.
7 Pine Tree Road-Mr. Brisby will ascertain if the borough tree is dying.
69 Sun Valley Road-Mr. Rutkowski will check on two borough trees.
63 Manor Drive-Mr. Martone will check on the broken hanging branch for possible removal.
124 Deer Trail North-Mr. Beltramini will check on the overhanging branches for possible trimming. 
Fuhrman Avenue-A resident called to request that his sycamore not be removed.  Another resident wants many of the sycamores taken down.  When the Commissioners meet with Kurt Sumner on Fuhrman Avenue, the residents will be asked to walk with them.  Mr. Siemsen will be notified of the date so that he can inform the rest of the governing body. 
8 Goose Cove Lane-Stump removal was given to Chris Fix.
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12 Ramsey Avenue-Stump removal was given to Chris Fix.
243 Davidson Avenue-Stump removal was given to Chris Fix.
122 Ramview Avenue-Stump removal was given to Chris Fix.
55 Airmount Avenue-Chris Fix will remove the dead tree.
Allison Way and Joshua Drive-DPW will remove the wires and stakes.
82 North Spruce Street-The resident cut down every tree on the property, including two borough trees which were cut and ground without any permits.  Kurt Sumner will be providing an arborist’s report regarding the property.
26 Center Street-During a recent storm, a borough tree and power lines came down.  The resident had to pay $150 for a building permit which he feels the Shade Tree Commission should pay for.  However, the act of God leaves the responsibility with the resident.
9 Walnut Street-The resident wants to remove fifteen to twenty hemlocks on the borough’s right-of-way.  The trees are not in bad shape.
19 Cobblestone Lane-The status of the borough tree will be ascertained.
86 Refy Avenue-DPW will handle the storm-damaged broken branches on the borough’s dogwood.
278 East Crescent Avenue-The resident feels that drainage installed by a neighbor is causing his trees to die.  Borough Engineer Reed has ascertained that the drainage is functioning properly.  Kurt Sumner will be asked to look at the trees.
27 Woodland Avenue-Mr. Rutkowski will look at the trees which have fallen from borough property on to the resident’s property.  
115 Abbey Court-Chris Fix will trim the tree and remove the lower branch.
20 Pine Tree Road-The property line needs to be ascertained to determine if the tree in question is a borough tree.
164 Deer Trail North-Mr. Beltramini will inspect the borough tree.
10 Alida Place-DPW will handle the large broken branch which is hanging from the tree.
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135 East Oak Street-Mr. Brisby will look at the large oak tree which the resident would like removed since the roots have uprooted the sidewalk.
257 West Oak Street-Two trees which were marked to be removed are still up.  There is an ongoing question about responsibility for these trees which are on a sewer easement.  Mr. McMahon will handle the issue.  
37 Roandis Court-Mr. Reed was informed of the sinkhole which was given to DPW to fill.
352 Elbert Street-Mr. Rutkowski will look at the tree which the resident thinks is killing his grass.
6 Center Street-Mr. Brisby will inspect the tree and determine if it needs to come down.
123 Arch Street-Mr. McMahon inspected the two trees which the resident thinks are dying of disease but they have budded out.
Monte Park (Norman Drive)-The clean-up of this twelve-acre Green Acres area has been put on the back burner.
100 Jean Street- The trees have a lot of dead branches which need to be trimmed.
160 South Franklin Turnpike/Backyard of 32 Lakeside Drive-Mr. Smith will notify the residents about the tree removal which will be done by the county.  
COMMERCIAL SITE INSPECTIONS  
In April and May, the Commissioners will start to inspect their assigned sites to ascertain the landscaping status.  There was some discussion about landscaping at Interstate Shopping Center.  Mr. Beltramini provided an update regarding the boulder work.  Once that work is completed, a landscape plan will be submitted for that specific area.  
OLD BUSINESS
Rescheduling with Kurt Sumner will take place within the next couple of weeks.  As previously noted, Fuhrman Avenue will be the focus.  At least four Commissioners must participate to earn the credits. 
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NEW BUSINESS
Due to extensive storm damage clean-up, there will be no spring planting except for three trees on South Central Avenue.  Last year’s planting list will be checked to ascertain the condition of the trees since they have a one-year guarantee.  May 1st is the target date for that tree evaluation by the Commissioners.  

The Arbor Day plans including a tree planting at the Smith School cul-de-sac.

Mr. Braggin suggested that the monthly minutes be put on the borough’s website.

He also suggested that every Shade Tree Commissioner be given a digital camera to provide an electronic record of his findings.
ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business to come before the Commission, the meeting was adjourned at 9:07 p.m. upon motion by Mr. McMahon, seconded by Mr. Fitzsimmons, and carried unanimously. 
