RAMSEY SHADE TREE COMMISSION
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING, THURSDAY, AUGUST 19, 2010
The regular meeting of the Ramsey Shade Tree Commission was called to order by Mr. McMahon at 8:04 p.m., Thursday, August 19, 2010.  Also present were Mr. Beltramini, Mr. Fitzsimmons, Mr. Martone, Mr. Rutkowski (arrived at 8:10 p.m.), Mr. Schumacher, Commission members, Mr. Tyburczy, Council Liaison, Mr. Smith, Coordinator, and Mrs. Dey, Secretary.  Mr. Brisby, Mr. Gubala, and Mr. Cillick, Board Attorney, were absent.   
Mr. McMahon announced that this meeting is being held in accordance with the Sunshine Laws of the State of New Jersey.  Public notice of this meeting was published in the legal ads section of the BERGEN RECORD on Monday, December 28, 2009 and in the legal ads section of the RIDGEWOOD NEWS on Friday, December 25, 2009.  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Upon motion by Mr. Fitzsimmons, seconded by Mr. Beltramini, the minutes of the July 15, 2010 meeting were unanimously accepted as received.  
BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS
Mr. McMahon welcomed Mr. Tyburczy to the Shade Tree Commission as Council Liaison, replacing Mr. Siemsen.

Mr. Martone shared a problem pertaining to some little leaf lindens on Cherry Lane.  They have split bark which may be the result of heat stress.  They may heal themselves and bounce back. 
PUBLIC COMMENT
Mr. McMahon announced that the Public Comment portion of the meeting would be opened at 8:07 p.m. and would last approximately fifteen minutes.

Mr. Al Braggin, 25 Franklin Street, noted that Mr. Cillick had reported that 112-114 West Oak Street was in the hands of Borough Attorney Scandariato.  However, when Mr. Braggin recently spoke with Mr. Scandariato he said that he was unaware of the issue.  Mr. Braggin will follow-up with Mr. Scandariato.  Mr. Braggin also asked about the status of the ordinance update which deals with withholding of a residential certificate of occupancy for failure to complete a tree remediation plan.  The Shade Tree Commission is collecting information and ordinances and has information from Emerson, Paramus, and Upper Saddle River.  Since there are related legal issues in the state, a revised ordinance is a work in progress. 
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COMMUNICATIONS
Minutes

Board of Adjustment-June 16, 2010, July 21, 2010

Board of Public Works-June 22, 2010 

Design Review Board-June 22, 2010

Environmental Commission-June 8, 2010

Planning Board-July 20, 2010

Also received and filed were:

1.
Board of Adjustment memorializing resolutions, from the July 21, 2010 and  
August 18, 2010 meetings

LANDSCAPING PLAN REVIEW-None
SITE PLAN REVIEW-None
TREE REMOVAL PERMIT APPLICATIONS/VIOLATIONS
112-114 West Oak Street (16 Hubbard School Lane) 
Mr. McMahon noted that Mr. Cillick was unable to attend the meeting due to a family emergency and that he had reported to him that this issue is in the hands of Mr. Scandariato.  There will be an update at the September meeting. 
PLANNING BOARD APPLICATION STATUS-None  

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT APPLICATION STATUS-None
SHADE TREE COMMISSION APPLICATION STATUS-None
RESIDENTIAL SITE INSPECTIONS

Mr. Smith explained the bid process for 2010.  The notice appeared in the newspaper on Monday, August 16th.  So far, four packets have been picked up.  The bids will be opened on Tuesday, August 31st.  The contract will be for two years.  Mr. Smith indicated that work at the following residential sites is waiting on bid-
36 Snyder Avenue

20 Kimberly Court

102 North Island Avenue

150 Forest Avenue

169 Twinbrook Court

164 Canterbury Drive
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25 Poplar Street

42 Tulip Street

16 Roandis Court
3 Acorn Court

214 North Spruce Street

112 Refy Avenue

36 Joshua Drive

395 South Central Avenue

26 Rose Avenue at Elizabeth Avenue

68 Bedford Place

67 Alder Drive

16 Lantern Lane

9 Rosewood Court

17 Rosewood Court

9 Schierloh Court

19 Cobblestone Lane
6 Canterbury Drive at Prospect Street-The tree in question is not a borough tree.
54 Addison Place-Mr. McMahon will check on the low limb which is sticking out over the road.
12 Armstrong Avenue-Mr. Beltramini will check on the tree which the resident thinks should be trimmed and elevated.
Chestnut Street by the bikepath-DPW will trim the bushes which are hanging over the sidewalk.
70 Meadowbrook Road-An arborist’s report is forthcoming, stating that there is no salt damage.
205 Park Street-The nearly dead tree will be removed by DPW.  The tree needs to be marked.
196 North Spruce Street-The resident would like dead wood removed from a borough tree.
107 Broad Street-There are three trees down in the creek which the resident would like removed.
Elizabeth Avenue at Martis Avenue-Mr. Mammone sent the resident a letter, advising them to trim their shrubs.
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3 Quail Run at North Central Avenue-The tree which has a lot of dead wood at the top needs to be trimmed.
3 Mohawk Drive-Mr. Rutkowski will check on the tree which the resident thinks is dead.
240 East Crescent Avenue-The county will remove the tree which has been marked.

Airmount Commons-Mr. McMahon spoke with the owner who will put in more trees to block the neighbor’s line of sight.
63 Manor Drive/68 Manor Drive-DPW is trimming and elevating all of the trees on the street which have been marked.  This is a work in progress.
129 Canterbury Drive at Hart Street-The tree in question was struck by a car and an accident report was filed.  Kurt Sumner looked at the tree and indicated that removal is indicated due to the wound to the tree.  The ash tree itself is valued at $6,500.  The issue has been turned over to Borough Administrator Saros.  
Franklin Turnpike/8 Norman Drive-The county will remove one of the two dead trees.  The other tree is the responsibility of the resident.
110 North Island Avenue-There are two borough trees, one which is dead and one which is dying.
16 Arrowhead Court-Once the resident removes her trees, the white pine and one of the maples, the borough’s maple tree will be removed.
Monte Park (Norman Drive)-DPW has completed their work in this Green Acres area.  Since the Shade Tree Commission has done what it could, Monte Park will be removed from the list.  
COMMERCIAL SITE INSPECTIONS  
Mr. Beltramini asked about the status of the landscaping at the new restaurant which is going in at the corner of North Central Avenue and Wyckoff Avenue.  Rich Mammone is handling the problem and Mr. Smith will follow-up with him.  The Commissioners will be inspecting their assigned commercial sites to ascertain the landscaping status and to decide upon landscape awards.  The Garden Club handles residential awards.  There has been no remediation at HSBC; there is an ongoing letter battle.  Mr. McMahon and Mr. Smith will take Mr. Gubala on one of their inspection runs.    
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OLD BUSINESS
Rescheduling with Kurt Sumner will take place on either September 18th or September 25th.  At least four Commissioners must participate to earn the credits.  Mr. McMahon also reported on upcoming opportunities for CORE training, including a course at Cooks College in February or March.  In October, Mr. Smith will be going for CORE training in Cherry Hill.  According to Todd Wyckoff, forestry manager, no one in Ramsey is CORE
certified; however, both Mr. McMahon and Mr. Martone indicated that they are certified.  They will look for their certificates.      
NEW BUSINESS  

Mr. Smith noted that some of the Main Street trees are not doing well.  DPW will be providing extra watering of those trees.  Mr. Smith reported that he and Mr. Schumacher had checked all of the trees which were planted in 2009.  The seven trees which died will be replaced.  Regarding the bid specs, tree removal will be done at a unit price.  Trimming, elevating, and removing dead branches will be charged per hour.  Emergency work is also charged per hour.  Once the two-year contract is awarded, work will be done in an ongoing manner.  Mr. Braggin asked about a time stipulation within the contract.  Mr. McMahon noted that work needs to be done within a reasonable time, generally within three weeks.
ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business to come before the Commission, the meeting was adjourned at 8:38 p.m. upon motion by Mr. Fitzsimmons, seconded by Mr. Martone, and carried unanimously. 
