RAMSEY RECYCLING COMMITTEE
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING, THURSDAY, MAY 5, 2011

The regular meeting of the Ramsey Recycling Committee was called to order by Mr. Ranzi, Chairman, at 7:35 p.m., Thursday, May 5, 2011.  Also present were Mrs. Baxer, Mr. Rutkowski (arrived at 7:50 p.m.), and Mr. Schumacher, Committee members, Mr. Smith, Recycling Coordinator, and Mrs. Dey, Secretary.  Mr. Barrow, Mr. Stecyna, and Mr. Weber, Council Liaison, were absent.   

Mr. Ranzi announced that this meeting is being held in accordance with the Sunshine Laws of the State of New Jersey.  Public notice of this meeting was published in the legal ads section of the BERGEN RECORD on Friday, December 31, 2010 and in the legal ads section of the RIDGEWOOD NEWS on Friday, December 31, 2010.  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES


Upon motion by Mr. Ranzi, seconded by Mr. Schumacher, the minutes of the February 3, 2011 meeting were unanimously approved as received.
ACTIVITY REPORTS (OLD/NEW BUSINESS)  
COUNTY HAZARDOUS WASTE COLLECTION

Mr. Smith distributed the flyer, 2011 Household Hazardous Waste Collections.  The next collection is scheduled for Saturday, May 14th, at Campgaw in Mahwah.
WHITE GOODS COLLECTION

United Paterson will now receive all of Ramsey’s white goods and will pay the borough directly.  The current rate is $10.25 per hundred.  
METAL COLLECTION


United Paterson provided a dumpster for metal collection.  A decision had been made to not allow resident usage.  Mr. Ranzi suggested that metal collection could be made available to residents, perhaps one Saturday per month.  Mr. Smith will check to see if an extra employee could be assigned to the metal collection once a month.  
CARDBOARD


On a positive note, Mr. Smith reported that the recycling of corrugated cardboard has increased.  Cardboard is not garbage and should be recycled.  Since education is a key component to compliance, ways to educate the public about the cardboard policies were again discussed.  The information will be put on the borough’s website and publicized via the newspapers and the spring edition of the borough newsletter.  There was discussion about how to restrict curbside cardboard pick-up by Suburban.  Mr. Smith 
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indicated that since Ramsey has an excellent relationship with Suburban, he will discuss the issue with Robert at Suburban.  Information about cardboard recycling may be part of the Recycling Committee’s Ramsey Day booth.
SHRED-IT DAY


The 2011 Shred-It Days have been scheduled for Saturday, May 7, and Saturday, October 15, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., in the train station parking lot in front of DPW.  The truck has a seven thousand pound capacity.  
TONNAGE REPORT


The tonnage report had an April 30th deadline.  Mr. Smith reported that sixty new names have been added because he went through the Who’s Who to expand his list.  Forty-five of the sixty did respond.  He distributed the 2009 tonnage report and the 2010 tonnage report, both of which were analyzed and compared.  He explained the difficulty with the number for leaves (Nature’s Choice).  The brush/tree parts number from Orange & Rockland were also difficult to get.  There are several businesses which are not currently recycling.  Borough Attorney Scandariato has been asked to prepare a letter to be sent to those businesses.  Next year Mr. Smith will focus on increasing the numbers from both Franklin Turnpike and Route 17.      
GREEN SKY CONTRACT


The two-year Green Sky Industries contract was awarded as of February 1st.  Mr. Smith reported the figures from their March payment to the borough in the amount of $8,754.52.  Cardboard is paid at $165 per ton; newspaper is $84 per ton.  Commingled items which are picked up curbside are $22.50 per ton.  Recyclables from the recycling center are brought to Green Sky.  Recyclables that are picked up curbside by Suburban are brought by them to Green Sky.   Mr. Smith noted that they have two teachers working for them who provide educational programs; however, those programs have not yet been utilized by the borough.  Green Sky helped with the information for the recycling newsletter.  Mr. Smith noted that restricting landscaper use of the recycling center is saving $25,000 since there are now fewer trips made to Goshen.     

COMMITTEE MEMBER COMMENTS


Although recycling is up at borough hall and the police station, the same cannot be said for the schools and the Board of Education.  One suggested possibility to increase their recycling is to work with the school principals, emphasizing that greater recycling lowers garage collection.  Mr. Smith is working with an Eagle Scout, Marco Santoro, who is interested in the borough’s recycling.  His project is in the preliminary stages.     
Recycling containers are needed at Finch Park, the train station, and on Main Street.  There was discussion about both recycling and garbage containers, possibly with 
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advertising on them.  The proper containers are necessary.  Any additional pick-ups of recyclables could be a problem due to the increased cost.    
ADJOURNMENT


There being no further business to come before the Committee, the meeting was adjourned at 9:12 p.m. upon motion by Mr. Schumacher, seconded by Mr. Rutkowski, and carried unanimously. 
