RAMSEY RECYCLING COMMITTEE
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING, THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 2011

The regular meeting of the Ramsey Recycling Committee was called to order by Mr. Smith, Recycling Coordinator, at 7:30 p.m., Thursday, February 3, 2011.  Also present were Mr. Barrow (arrived at 8:00 p.m.), Mrs. Baxer, Mr. Ranzi, Mr. Rutkowski, and Mr. Schumacher, Committee members, Mr. Weber, Council Liaison, and Mrs. Dey, Secretary.  Mr. Stecyna was absent.   

Mr. Smith announced that this meeting is being held in accordance with the Sunshine Laws of the State of New Jersey.  Public notice of this meeting was published in the legal ads section of the BERGEN RECORD on Friday, December 31, 2010 and in the legal ads section of the RIDGEWOOD NEWS on Friday, December 31, 2010.  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES


Mrs. Dey will be preparing the meeting minutes.
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN AND VICE-CHAIRMAN


Mr. Schumacher nominated Mr. Ranzi as Chairman, seconded by Mr. Rutkowski.   There were no further nominations.  Mr. Schumacher nominated Mr. Stecyna as Vice-Chairman, seconded by Mr. Rutkowski.  There were no further nominations.  Both nominations were unanimously approved.
ACTIVITY REPORTS (OLD/NEW BUSINESS)  
RECYCLING NEWSLETTER

The January 2011 edition of the Recycling Newsletter has been sent to all Ramsey residents.  The information on page one highlighted what is new in 2011.  Ramsey now takes all plastics #1 to #7, all of which can be co-mingled in a recycling container.  Styrofoam and packing peanuts will be accepted at the recycling center.  Plastic bags are being kept separately.  

ELECTRONICS/NEW STATE LAW


The Electronics Waste Management Act became law, effective on January 1, 2011.  All electronic waste must now be recycled but it cannot be picked up at the curb.  All electronics should be brought to the recycling center which is an MRM consumer collection site.  Mr. Smith noted that there might be a monthly or quarterly pick-up of electronics.  Roselle conducts the collection of white goods and other metals on the second Wednesday of each month.  They are in the fourth year of a five-year contract.  There will be a credit for 2011 and possibly a credit for 2010.      
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CARDBOARD


Cardboard is not garbage and should be recycled.  Since education is a key component to compliance, ways to educate the public about the new policies were discussed.  The information will be put on the borough’s website and publicized via the newspapers and the spring edition of the borough newsletter.  Mr. Smith will submit a journal article.  Pizza boxes are recyclable.  Eventually Suburban Disposal will be told not to pick up cardboard when left curbside.  

SHRED-IT DAY


The 2011 Shred-It Days have been scheduled for Saturday, May 7, and Saturday, October 15, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., in the train station parking lot in front of DPW.  
TONNAGE REPORT


The tonnage report has an April 30th deadline.  Mr. Smith reported that sixty new names have been added because he used the Who’s Who to expand his list.  He noted that  Pietro’s is now recycling cooking oil and Pizzette is recycling glass.  Newspaper is now $70 per ton.
GREEN SKY CONTRACT


The two-year Green Sky Industries contract was awarded as of February 1st.  Mr. Smith noted the Wyckoff does single stream recycling where all recyclables can be mixed together but in Ramsey separation is a requirement.  They have two teachers working for them who provide educational programs.         

COMMITTEE MEMBER COMMENTS


Mr. Barrow mentioned that spreadsheets which Pastor Creadick had completed to record what comes through the recycling center and what is hauled away.  He has the old sheets and will work with Mr. Smith to develop a workable system.  Recycling is up at borough hall and the police station.  However, the annual report from the Board of Education was not very good.  Recycling containers are needed at Finch Park and the train station.  Mr. Barrow noted that soccer has recycling as part of their rules and a recycling mom or dad makes sure that recyclable items are not thrown in the garbage.  There was discussion about both recycling and garbage containers and a question about whether the DPW would have input into such containers.  Coordination with other groups in the borough, such as the Environmental Commission, was suggested as well as input from Mr. Buono and Mr. Mammone.                
RECYCLING COMMITTEE


-3-

FEBRUARY 3, 2011

ADJOURNMENT


There being no further business to come before the Committee, the meeting was adjourned at 9:00 p.m. upon motion by Mr. Barrow, seconded by Mr. Schumacher, and carried unanimously. 
