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A Message from Mayor Botta
Dear Ramsey Residents:
Spring is here…finally! After the devastation of Hurricane
Sandy, and a snowy and cold winter, it is about time! There
is much to be done to “clean up” our parks, roads and
open spaces from this long and messy Fall and Winter. The
Borough Department of Public Works is out in full force
making that happen, but we could use your help too at
the Environmental Commission’s annual town “Clean-up
Day” on Saturday, April 20, 2013 from 10am to 2pm (Rain
date: April 21). Grab a rake and some gloves, and meet
at the Rescue Squad garage on Prospect Street to lend a hand. Make it a mini-block
party with your neighbors, it will all be for a great cause, and I am sure someone will
volunteer to host the after-party at their house when you are done!
I also want to bring you up to date on the status of various issues and projects in
our community. We were fortunate to receive from Governor Christie and the State
Department of Transportation grants in the amount of $250,000 for the repaving and
renovation of curbs, drainage and sidewalks on South Central Avenue, and $150,000
for repaving and sidewalk repairs on East and West Oak Street. Contracts are in place
for these projects, and work should begin very shortly. These projects will increase
vehicular and pedestrian safety in and around South Central, Hubbard School and
the Municipal Pool. The grants from the State will allow us to undertake these large
projects without substantial impact on our budget, and permit us to allocate resources
to other vital projects for our community. To that end, be on the look-out for news
about the renovation and refurbishment of the Municipal Pool, coming soon.
There is no greater responsibility as Mayor than making our residents feel safe and
keeping them informed, especially during times of crisis and severe weather events.
The Ramsey Office of Emergency Management has procedures in place to keep
residents informed, but we need your support and input to make the system work
effectively. All too often we overlook or simply put off preparing emergency plans,
falsely believing we will have an opportunity to “get ready” somewhere down the
road. Yet emergencies strike when we least expect them, and preparation can make
the difference for you and your family.
I encourage all residents, business owners and local employees to register their
home and cell phones with our Swiftreach911 alert service, NIXLE, the Ramsey OEM
Facebook page and Twitter account, and/or the email notification service from the
Borough website. In the time of need, information is key. However, our emergency
notifications are only as good as our database, and we encourage you to sign up for
such alerts.
To conclude, I wish all our residents and friends a safe and happy Spring season. I
look forward to seeing you all around town, whether on the ball fields, bike paths,
walking along Main Street, or at one of Ramsey’s many outdoor cafes. Please also
remember to support our local businesses and restaurants. Ramsey has so much to
offer, stay here and enjoy it! Please continue to contact me at 201-825-3400, ext.
231, or at mayorbotta@ramseynj.com, regarding any ideas or concerns that you may
have about our community.
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April 14-20

Nat’l. Library Week 		

April 15

Clean-Up Day
10:00am - 2:00pm

April 16

School Election
11:00am - 9:00pm

April 26

Library Book Sale

May 3

Lacrosse Parent’s Night Out

May 11

Ramsey Day Idol		

May 11

Jr. Woman’s Tag & Bake Sale

May 11

Shred It Day

May 13-19

Children Book week		

May 18

Hazardous Waste - Campgaw
9:00am - 3:00pm

May 19

The Kootz - Library
2:00pm

May 27

Memorial Day Parade 		

June 2

Strawberry Festival

June 7

Relay for Life

June 26

Summer Reading Program		

July 6

Fireworks

Aug. 11

Peach Festival
Farmer’s Market

Sept. 7

Ramsey Day 			

Sept. 22

Apple Festival 		

Spring 2013

Ramsey Volunteer Fire Dept.
As many residents may have recently read in
various media outlets, the Boro of Ramsey has
been working with the Fire Department to upgrade various pieces of fire apparatus that have
now surpassed their usable life span. Over the
last 2 years, members of the apparatus replacement committee have worked tirelessly to review
the fire protection needs of the boro and its residents. This process consisted of a top to bottom
review of the current fleet to determine which
apparatus due to age were in need of replacement. It was determined that the following class
A pumpers, engine 432 and 434 should be replaced immediately due to age, maintenance issues and open cab style,
no longer permitted by state and federal guidelines. Additionally it was
recommended to the boro that one of the Departments Tower Ladders
designated as unit 441 , also an open cab and suffering from a variety
of age related issues should be re-chassied or replaced. After several
presentations to the Mayor and Council, we are happy to report that the
governing body has approved the purchase of the 2 new replacement
pumpers. We thank the Boro for recognizing this critical need and for
providing the funding to advance this purchase. Currently, the officers of
the Fire department are working to update the long range plan for apparatus replacement so the Mayor and Council can have a comprehensive
game plan for future apparatus replacements, as several additional trucks
will reach the 20 year old mark over the next few years. The fact that
these front line fire engines have served for over 20 years, is a testament
to the care these trucks receive by the men and women of the department.
While it will take over a year for these new trucks to be built and delivered
to the boro, we look forward to upgrading the fleet to continue to offer the
highest level of fire protection to Ramsey’s residents.
The Fire Department also elected a new Chief that took office in January
2013. Chief Randall Sterbinsky took over the reins from outgoing Chief
Carl Held. We look forward to Randy’s leadership and vision and wish
to take this time to thank ex-Chief Held for leading the department over
the past year and his many years of dedicated service to the department.
New Members are always welcome.
The Fire Department is always looking for new men and women members. Interested residents can join as a Jr Fire Fighter at 16 years of age
and as regular firefighter at 18 years of age. Anyone interested in exploring membership can come to the Firehouse on Island Ave on any Monday
night at 7:30pm to fill out an application.
July 2013 Ramsey FD Golf Classic. This annual event is a fundraiser for
the Dept. and is open to the public to participate. The event is $125 per
golfer and includes breakfast, transportation via motor coach to and from
the course, lunch, greens fees, gifts and an awards dinner at the end of
the evening. This event sells out each year so reserve your spot early.
Contact Asst Chief Greg Hewitt at Ghewitt@ramseyfd.com to reserve your
spot today.

For more information please visit us at www.ramseyfd.com
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The Ramsey Farmers Market

4th Season June-November!!

by Nancy Boone

Join us for opening day of our 4th outdoor season at the Ramsey Farmers’ Market starting Sunday, June 2nd through
November 24th from 9AM-2PM at the Main St train station. The Ramsey Women’s Club will again host the popular
Strawberry Festival that day with complimentary strawberry shortcake.
Stroll the market and visit over 30 farmers and vendors, who each Sunday bring the freshest, local produce and products, including organic and traditional vegetables and fruits, artisan breads and cheeses, homemade pastas, soups,
sauces and chili, organic prepared foods, gourmet olive oils, nuts and dried fruits, gluten free baked products, local
wine, spices, fresh fish from the Hampton Bays, free range eggs, handmade soaps and body products, artisanal coffees, teas, freshly cut flowers, perennial plants and much more.
Our atmosphere at the market is relaxed and friendly as market-goers enjoy their Sunday ritual of choosing healthy
foods, visiting with friends, meeting the local farmers and food purveyors, enjoying market music , children’s crafts,
scheduled Artisan’s Corner every 3rd Sunday, chef demos and surprise Featured Vendors.
Upcoming events planned by our market committee and non-profit organizations:
• June 2- Strawberry Festival

• August 11- Peach Festival

• September 22- Apple Festival

• October 6- Wellness Day

• October 13- Touch A Truck

• October 27- Pumpkin Painting

Donations of non-perishable foodstuffs at our “Pay it Forward” table have increased as visitors become more aware
of our program. Each Sunday these donations, plus donated produce and products from our market vendors, are collected and delivered on Monday to the Center for Food Action in Mahwah.
We are proud of our outstanding community Ramsey Farmers’ Market, thanks to the
sponsorship of the Ramsey Historical Association and support from Mayor Chris Botta ,
Boro Council, the Ramsey Police and DPW, and especially the dedication of our Ramsey
Farmers’ Market committee volunteers, who each Sunday greet visitors, answer market
questions and assist vendors. Visit www.ramseyfarmersmarket.org for a complete list
of participating vendors and events or call 201-675-6866 for additional information.

For more information visit www.ramseyfarmersmarket.org or call 201-675-6866.

Save The Date
Ramsey Day

September 7
3
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Ramsey Senior Events
The senior center, located in Finch Park, has many activities planned on a regular schedule. There are trips, luncheons
and special events as well. If you are an older adult age 60+, you may join the senior center and take part in these
activities. Simply fill out a registration card at the center or Borough Hall, and if you don’t already receive the monthly
calendar, ask someone in the Clerk’s office to put you on the mailing list. The monthly calendar is available on line as
well on the Ramsey web page. Scroll down the left until you see the box that says “SENIORS”. Click on that box to link
to the senior’s page. Click on “Current Monthly Calendar”. The monthly calendar has sign up dates for classes, trips
and luncheons and the activity schedule for the month. Flyers on current trips and special events are on the website
and posted at the senior center and on the borough bulletin board.
MARK YOUR CALENDARS:
April 23:

Doolan’s Shore Club BEST OF BROADWAY

June 12:

Bronx Zoo and Arthur Avenue

July 17:

Broadway trip to NEWSIES and lunch at Pigalle

Aug. 13:

River Lady Cruise, Toms River with lunch at The Captain’s Inn

Oct. 16:

Oktoberfest at Platzl Brauhaus

Dec. 3:

Christmas Luncheon

Regularly scheduled activities include those pertaining to health and fitness, artistic creativity, sociability, community
service, recreation and entertainment, and games of skill and chance.
HEALTH & FITNESS: Walking Group every day, Exercise on Tuesdays and Thursdays, Arthritis Foundation Exercise
on Mondays and Fridays, Tai Chi on Thursdays, Yoga on Fridays, Line Dance on Mondays, and Healthy Bones on
Tuesdays and Thursdays.
ARTISTIC CREATIVE: Knitting on Mondays (which is for community service), Chinese Calligraphy on Tuesdays, Art
on Wednesdays, Woodcarving on Wednesdays.
RECREATIONAL / GAMES: Men’s Bocce Mon, Tues, and Weds, Women’s Bocce on Thursdays, Pool on Mondays,
Fast Track Bingo on Mondays, Chess on Tuesdays, Scrabble on Wednesdays, Bridge on Wednesdays, Mahjong on
Wednesdays, Shuffleboard on Wednesdays and Ping Pong on Fridays.
ENTERTAINMENT: Movies are shown every Sunday. Food generously donated by Morano’s.

NEED A RIDE
The Ramsey Senior Transportation Committee provides door-to-door Van Transportation for mobile Senior Citizens,
who are Ramsey Residents. The van operates Monday to Friday from 9:00am to 12:00 noon. It is ideal for trips to
the store, Interstate Shopping Center is a regular destination, visits to doctors, dentists,
physical therapy or other errands in the Ramsey area.
The van will pick you up at your residence, take you to your destination and return to your
home in a convenient, clean and safe vehicle.
The charge is a reasonable $3.00. Reservations can be made by calling the Borough Hall
at 201-825-3400 ex. 277. Reservations should be made one day in advance.

Planning an Outing?
Is you senior group planning an outing? Need transportation. The Senior Van is available for groups up to 14 people.
To check on rates and availability, call Bob Phelan @ 201-788-8321
The van is operated by the Ramsey Senior Citizen Transportation Committee, a non-profit corporation, to be of service
to the senior citizens of Ramsey.
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RAMSEY OFFICE OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
33 North Central Avenue • Ramsey, NJ 07446

201-825-3400 X420

email: rventurini.oem@ramseynj.com
BOROUGH OF RAMSEY
33 N OR T H C EN T RA L AV EN UE
RA MS EY , NE W J E RS E Y 074 46

CHRISTOPHER C. BOTTA
MAYOR
mayorbotta@ramseynj.com

Telephone (201) 825-3400
Facsimile (201) 825-1745

www.ramseynj.com

Dear Ramsey Residents,
our residents feel safe and keeping them
There is no greater responsibility as Mayor than making
weather events. The Ramsey Office of
informed, especially during times of crisis and severe
residents informed, but we need your
Emergency Management has procedures in place to keep
support and input to make the system work effectively.
cy plans, falsely believing we will
All too often we overlook or simply put off preparing emergen
road. Yet emergencies strike when we
have an opportunity to “get ready” somewhere down the
e between a successful outcome, or the
least expect them, and preparation can mean the differenc
alternative, for you and your family.
es to register their home and cell
I encourage all residents, business owners and local employe
OEM Facebook page and Twitter
phones with our Swiftreach alert service, NIXLE, the Ramsey
Borough website. In the time of need,
account, and the email notification service from the
only as good as our database, and we
information is key. Our emergency notifications are
encourage you to sign up for such alerts.
As your Mayor, it is my privilege and
Thank you for your attention to this important matter.
the best and safest community it can be.
honor to serve you and work with you to make Ramsey
Cordially,

EMERGENCY
NOTIFICATIONS
We are urging all residents, if you
haven’t already done so, to register to
receive emergency notiﬁcations from
the Borough of Ramsey.

TO SELF REGISTER ON LINE
• Visit ramseypd.com
• Click on the
here and
follow the directions
• Please list your cell phone next to
primary phone.
• List home phone and/or the family cell
phone(s )next to Alternate Phones

TO REGISTER BY MAIL –
OR DROP OFF AT
BOROUGH HALL

Christopher C. Botta
Mayor of Ramsey

Name:_________________________________________________ Primary Phone:________________________________________
Address:_______________________________________________ Alternate Phone 1:______________________________________
_______________________________________________________ Alternate Phone 2:______________________________________
Email:_________________________________________________

Alternate Phone 3:______________________________________

Note: Please list your cell phone next to Primary Phone. List home phone and/or the family cell phone(s) next to Alternate Phones.
If you do not have a cell phone, list your home phone next to Primary Phone.

Ramsey OEM has also partnered with NIXLE, a free emergency notiﬁcation
text messaging service. Visit nixle.com to sign up or text our
zip code (07446) to 1-888-7777 from your cell phone.
You may follow us on:
twitter.com/RamseyOEM

Facebook.com/RamseyOEM
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Thomas Dater
Beloved Citizen and Ramsey Historian
On March 11th, Ramsey lost one of its most beloved and dearest friends. Newspaperman, publisher, civic leader,
historian and life-long friend to our community; but above all, a nice and kind man. While words cannot do justice
to Tom and his family’s profound impact in shaping the history of our Borough, below are some aspects of his extraordinary life.
Tom was the adopted son of John Y. Dater (the third JYD) and Eleanor Gott Dater. He is survived by his wife Joan
and son Christopher. He was predeceased by daughter Gretchen who died in the terrorist bombing of Pan American
Flight 103 over Lockerbie, Scotland on December 21, 1988. Both Tom and Joan have been active in the advocacy
work of Victims of Pan American Flight 103. He served on the Scottish Cairn Committee to build a Cairn in memory
of the 270 victims at Arlington Cemetery in Arlington, VA.
He was a graduate of Ramsey High School and attended Princeton University, member of the Class of 1951. He
then went to work for the National Broadcasting Company (“NBC”) as a guide and inside company announcer working in New York City. In 1953 he joined his father in Ramsey who was then publishing the weekly newspaper, “The
Ramsey Journal” that covered four local towns. Later on, Tom expanded the concept and founded “The Home and
Store News” and widened its coverage to include thirteen towns in Northwest Bergen and Rockland Counties. Tom
continued with The Home and Store News until his sale of the paper in 1994. Tom was a Director and President of
the former Ramsey’s Savings and Loan. His long and diverse business involvement even included a period from
1962-1965 where he served as the Bergen County Coroner. Tom was still working with his son, Christopher, in
property management with Dater Realty Co. Inc, in downtown Ramsey.
Tom was also an active community leader. In the 1950’s he helped to organize the Junior Football Association and
served as a coach. He served as President of the Ramsey Volunteer Fire Department and as a firefighter for twenty-five years. He was a past President of the
Ramsey Library Association and campaigned for and supervised the original construction of the Ramsey Free Public Library at its current location,
dedicated in 1968. He was President of the Ramsey Chamber of Commerce and in 1995 received the Chamber’s “Man of the Year“ Award.
He was an elder in the First Presbyterian Church and served as Clerk
of Session. The Bergen Highland Ramsey Rotary also recently recognized his significant achievements with its “Dr. William H. Kelly
Community Service” Award.
History was an integral part of Tom’s life from studying it, to reporting on it, to preserving it, as he served as Ramsey’s Historian. He was also active in several historical societies and advocated for preserving the Old Stone House on Island Avenue.
When the fifty year lease on the Old Stone House expired, Tom
anonymously stepped up to purchase the property and transferred ownership to the Borough of Ramsey for preservation. In
2008, when Ramsey celebrated its Centennial, Tom was chosen
to lead the celebration as Grand Marshall of the town-wide parade as well as serving as the producer and narrator for the pictorial history of Ramsey presented at the Centennial Celebration
event. He also preserved a wealth of newspaper archives and
town documents for future generations to enjoy.
A community’s heartfelt condolences go out to the Dater family. In
the memory of his daughter, The Gretchen Dater Arts Festival, an
annual event, will be held at the John Y. Dater Elementary School on
May 30th. This year the Festival theme will be “Peace” represented
by the students who will make doves in various media. The President of
The Victims of Pan Am Flight 103, Frank Duggan, will speak.
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A Message from the Ramsey Rescue Squad
Why do I keep seeing the Saddle River Valley Rescue Trucks?
Over the past fifty years, the reassuring presence of Ramsey Rescue Squad (RRS) vehicles responding to the call of our
citizens in need has been a familiar and comforting resource our community has come to expect and depend upon.
With an eye towards the future, the Rescue Squad and Ramsey Mayor and Council, took a major step to help ensure
that we can continue to provide these services for the next fifty years without any major taxpayer expense, by opening
our doors to the Saddle River Valley Rescue Squad (SRV).
For the last 40 years, our squads have responded and trained closely together. Last year, when they found themselves in
a position of being unable to continue to serve the area, RRS and SRV met to discuss ways to minimize the impact while
preserving their experience and capabilities for all of our communities. Most concerning was the loss of shared services
established many years ago, and the wealth of experienced, dedicated volunteers. Through a yearlong collaboration,
these goals were successfully achieved by enabling many of the SRV members to transfer their membership to RRS and
SRV donating much of their equipment to us.
As a result, our squad has never been better equipped, or had more highly trained personnel to respond to whatever
emergency might arise, and at no or minimal additional cost to our community. We welcome our brothers in service
to our department and are already seeing the benefit of our mutual interest in serving
the people of Ramsey.
Finally, it has always been our pleasure and honor to serve the citizens of Ramsey, and
we take great pride in maintaining the highest standards of training and safety of our
rescue personnel so we can be prepared to meet whatever challenges come our way.
We would also like to thank the Mayor and Council for their assistance and support
throughout the process, without whom this would not have been possible.
Thank you,
The Ramsey Rescue Squad

Ramsey Water Department

Summer Sprinkling Ahead

As the spring days blend into the warm summer days our thoughts turn to our landscapes and
gardens for our summer enjoyment. No doubt the life here in Ramsey is enhanced by the many
gardens about town that brighten our drives and walks around town and our own homes.
Many species that adorn our town require additional irrigation that rainfall cannot provide,
and thusly we supplement their watering by sprinklers, hoses and the like. This demand on our
water system has in the past routinely quadrupled the amount of water needed to be pumped
on any given day. While our system is designed to sustain such short term demands, it cannot
sustain this demand for any length of time. Therefore sprinkling regulations have been and
remain in effect since 2000.
Properties East of the New Jersey Transit tracks may water Sunday, Tuesday, and Thursday only.
Properties West of the New Jersey Transit tracks may water Monday, Wednesday, and Saturday only.
On your designated day in ground sprinklers may water from 4am-7am only, and above ground sprinklers from 5pm9pm. Please set your sprinkler timers accordingly during start-up this year.
If you are contemplating sod for your lawn please try to expedite the install to April or hold off until late September or
October (barring any late season drought restrictions) when the weather cools off which will lessen the need for water
to keep the sod alive and hydrated.
Further information can be obtained by calling the Ramsey Water Department 8:30 to 3:00 Monday thru Friday.
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Hearts & Crafts
Hearts & Crafts Grief Counseling of Ramsey is currently planning their 16th
annual Camp Grief Busters to be held June 8th - June 9th, 2013 at the Stony
Point Conference Center in Stony Point, NY. Camp Grief Busters is a 2 day
overnight, professionally run camp for bereaved children and their families that many have called a “life-changing
experience”. The healing that occurs has a long-lasting impact. They offer a wide variety of age appropriate games
and activities, all addressing an aspect of grief, to help children and adults have fun, connect to each other and gain
support in their healing process. Camp unifies families from all around NY and NJ who have suffered a tragic loss,
helping them overcome the suffering and isolation grief can bring.
By keeping the camp fees at a drastically reduced price, Hearts & Crafts can continue to support the families hit by
emotional and financial hardship, during their most challenging time. There are usually about 45 children and 30
adults that attend. Additionally, over 40 volunteers help make the weekend a unique and intense experience! Each
year we seek out funding from various sources so we can offer the camp to our families at a drastically reduced
rate. We are a non-profit organization, relying on modest client fees and donations. Anyone interested in making a
donation or volunteering can contact us through our website www.heartsandcraftscounseling.org, phone (201)8189399 or email at ltredici@heartsandcraftscounseling.org.
Hearts & Crafts Grief Counseling was founded in 1994 by Laura Hudson, Director/Board Certified Art Therapist.
Samantha Tinter, a Licensed Social Worker and Terry DeBrule, a Licensed Clinical
Social Worker work with Laura to help families living with serious illness and loss.
Together, they are dedicated to providing a safe, caring environment as families
work through their healing process. Situated in a cozy carriage house to create a
home away from home, the counseling center has an art room, family room, and
loft to replace the conventional psychotherapy office. Clients, who can range in
age from 4 to 99, receive both individual counseling and support groups. Coming
from 80 communities in NJ and NY, most clients are referred by schools, medical
practices, and other Hearts & Crafts families.

Private and group counseling is available all year round at Hearts & Crafts
at the carriage house at 60 E. Main Street in Ramsey.
For more information or to make a tax deductible donation visit

www.heartsandcraftscounseling.org

Ramsey Woman’s Club
Once again we will be hosting our 10th Annual Heirloom Tomato Transplant Sale on Saturday
May 18th, The sale will be held from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. in the parking lot of the Masonic Lodge at
the corner of Lake Street & Franklin Turnpike in town. The sale is a fund raiser for the club and
helps to raise money for their charitable work There will be a large variety of Heirloom tomato
plants offered as well as a great selection of herb, pepper, eggplant, squash and cucumber
plants.
At this time we will be offering more than 90 varieties of heirloom tomatoes. Some new varieties
include Pomodaro Abruzzese (an extra large pear paste tomato from Italy) German Johnson,
Blondepfchen, Yellow Tumbler for hanging baskets,Primio cluster tomato simular Early Cascade, Black Zebra and San Marzano Namo (an improved variety from Italy) just to name a few.
Preorders will start in April. Those interested in seeing the current varieties and placing an order
can visit www.jerseygrowers.com or
call Sue or Rich at 973-970-3276.
Please also join us for our annual Strawberry Festival which kicks off the 2013 Farmers Market
Season on Sunday June 2nd at the Ramsey Main Street Train Station. We will be serving fresh
strawberry shortcakes to all who stop by.
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Ramsey D.A.R.E
These Magnets Have a Mission
A new Ramsey DARE car magnet has been released and we’re calling on all residents to get
involved in the display. Recent studies reveal
that there are now more than 40 million Americans meeting the criteria for drug addition. That’s more than
the number of people diagnosed with cancer, heart disease
or diabetes. At the same time comes a troubling finding that
preventative messaging in the media and school environments has actually decreased.
The Ramsey DARE team has maintained a long legacy of delivering fantastically fun, empowering and strong drug-free
messaging to the kids and families of Ramsey. Now, every
resident can echo that sentiment by proudly displaying their
support on the back of their cars. The magnets are distributed at our cost ($3) and are undeniably stylish! Please take
a moment to get yours and show our kids that being drugfree is the way to be. Order now at www.ramseyrocks.org or
email Officer Shoemaker at dare@ramseypd.com.

Take The Pledge
Did you know that the average American is
now more likely to die from a drug overdose
than from a car crash? This and many other
sad statistics lay testament to our continuing
struggle against substance abuse. This year, we’ve got a
chance to create a different kind of legacy.
Ramsey DARE, in partnership with the Ramsey Municipal Alliance is asking you to take part in the Pledge. The pledge
is a simple but profound way for us all to make a huge difference in the local and national suffering attributed to substance abuse. By simply pledging to be drug free, to help
our kids stay drug free and to keep yourself informed on the
important subject of substance abuse, you can help build a
brighter future for us all.
In October of 2013, the nation will celebrate Red Ribbon
Week, a recognition of how much we’ve all sacrificed to
drugs and how much we stand to gain by helping our community break free from substance abuse. It’s a symbol of
hope and we need you to be a part of it. To join our pledge
and become part of the solution, log on to www.ramseyrocks.org/pledge. Together, we can make a difference.

DARE Idol is Back, Baby

Ramsey Lacrosse
Mark your calendars for Ramsey Lacrosse’s Second
Annual Parent’s Night Out! The date is set for Friday,
May 3rd at the Ramsey Knights of Columbus.
Our Hawaiian themed event will feature live entertainment, buffet, beer, wine and specialty drinks.
Registration forms and further details to follow. Donations are being accepted and may be directed to
Anne Jacobus at agjacobus@yahoo.com.

The heart-pounding, ear-thumping, prideswelling national sensation is back and better
than ever. Ramsey DARE Idol Season X is already underway with over 150 new enthusiastic contestants
vying for the top spot. Tickets are now on sale for the amazing finale show to be held on May 11th at Don Bosco High.
Fewer than 1,000 people will be allowed in to the spectacular, audience-vote finale. These seats sell out fast, so get
yours now by logging on to www.ramseyrocks.org.
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Library Update
We’ve had a real old-fashioned winter here in Ramsey – a fine
reason to welcome warmer weather. At the Ramsey Free Public
Library, we’re planning for spring events and the Summer
Reading Clubs too. All you need is your library card – your
ticket to free adventure!
Please note these upcoming library activities on your calendar.
National Library Week runs from April 14 – 20. On Monday,
4/15, we’ll celebrate with a special puppet show for kids.
Keep an eye on the library web site for details: http://www.
ramseylibrary.org.
National Library Week highlights the programs and services
that we offer, from books to media to downloadable resources
for your digital devices. You can add free music to your iPod,
borrow ebooks and audio books, practice tests for SAT and AP
exams, and more. We have all the traditional resources you
rely on and the latest digital formats too. Don’t forget our new
video game collections for Xbox, Wii and PlayStation. Check
us out: http://www.ramseylibrary.org.
Pack up your very best used treasures to donate to the Friends
book sale April 26-28. New this spring, a used jewelry sale
too! Jewelry donations will be accepted first, Monday, 4/8 –
Thursday, 4/18. Book donations will be accepted Monday,
4/22, through Thursday, 4/25, all during regular library
hours. Please remember, no VHS tapes, encyclopedias or text
books. We can accept only gently used material that you would
wish to buy yourself. There is a preview for FORL members on
Friday evening, 4/26, from 7-9 p.m. Stop in to renew your
membership now. Hours for the general public are Saturday,
4/27 from 10-4 and Sunday, 4/28, from 12 -3. Want to help out with the Book Sale? Volunteers are always
welcome - just call 201-327-1445.
Children’s Book Week is May 13 -19. Afternoon programs will include face painting, an author’s visit, garden crafts
and a concert for kids. Check with Ms. Maggie for the exact days and times.
On Sunday, May 19 at 2 p.m., the Friends of Ramsey Library presents ”The Kootz,” an acoustic trio. Musical
programs will then return in the fall when indoor activities have greater appeal.
Regular story times, after school programs and kids’ book clubs continue through May. June is focused on the end
of the school year when we count the days until summer events begin.
We’re going deep for the 2013 nationwide public library Summer Reading Clubs. For children from birth through
grade 5, the theme is “Dig into Reading!” For Teens, grades 6-12, you will go “Beneath the Surface,” and for Adults,
the challenge is “Ground breaking Reads.”
The Summer Reading Kick Off date is Wednesday, June 26. Please check our web site beginning in early June for preregistration dates and programming information. A sample of the fun to come: performers, craft workshops, story
times, book clubs, reading incentives, and raffles for kids. There will be weekly Teen events, and for adults, reading
for raffle tickets, a book group and more. Programs continue through 8/1. Additional children’s programming will
follow through the month of August.
This is just a hint of the fun to be found at the Ramsey Free Public Library in the next few months. As always, details
about all of our plans will be available on the library web site: http://www.ramseylibrary.org. You can always reach
us by phone: 201-327-1445 or email: bloom@bccls.org. We’ll see you at the library!
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American Cancer Society - Relay For Life
Friday night, June 7, 2013

Ramsey High School Athletic Field

Relay For Life is a life-changing event that gives everyone in our community a chance to celebrate the lives of people
who have battled cancer, remember loved ones lost, and fight back against the disease. For the 6th year, Ramsey
High School is hosting the Relay. Teams of folks take turns walking around the track and, because cancer never sleeps,
Relay goes all night.
Survivors are the guests of honor for the night. Relay begins at 7pm with Survivor Lap-- they lead the way around the
track. Being part of this lap allows survivors to celebrate what they have overcome while inspiring and motivating their
neighbors to fight – survivors are proof that cancer can be defeated.
Another important aspect of Relay For Life is the 10pm Luminaria Ceremony. As darkness falls over the field, the night
is brightened by hundreds of illuminated bags, each bearing the name of someone special who has been profoundly
affected by cancer and the family and friends who continue to fight back in their honor. The word HOPE is spelled
out in candles on the bleachers.
Everyone’s reason to Relay is as unique as their own personal story. At Relay one can find healing, comfort, and support from others who have faced cancer. You can meet others in the community who are passionate about helping to
find an end to cancer in our lifetime. No matter why you Relay, you help the American Cancer Society save lives and
fight for every birthday threatened by cancer.

Visit www.relayforlife.org/ramseynj or call 201-457-3418

The Junior Woman’s Club of Ramsey
Please join us on Saturday, May 11th for the Junior Woman's Club of Ramsey 2nd Annual Tag Sale and Bake Sale. All
proceeds from this event will be donated to our town's civic organizations. Last year we earned over $1700 and donated over $500 of items to Ramsey Responds. With your help, this year we can earn more! We are in need of donations
of saleable items including children's toys, clothing, household items, small appliances and more. Please contact us at
JWCRTagSale@aol.com or call (201) 218-5886 for drop off location and a detailed list of items needed.
On June 7-8th 2013, the Junior Woman's Club of Ramsey will be participating for a 6th year in the annual Relay for
Life sponsored by the American Cancer Society. Last year our team raised over $9,000 dollars; ranking among one of
top team donations in Ramsey. Please join us again in our efforts to make our world CANCER FREE. Participation can
involve purchasing a luminary for a loved one, making a donation to our team, and/or coming out to the event and
cheer with us. If you would like to make a donation to our team, please visit our Ramsey Junior Woman's Club fundraising team page at http://main.acsevents.org/goto/RamseyJuniorsRelayTeam
The JWCR Relay for Life Team will be sponsoring a fundraiser at Blue Moon Mexican Café in Wyckoff, NJ on Tuesday,
May 14th from 11:30am-9pm. Present our flier, which can be found on our website www.
ramseyjuniors.com and 20% of your bill will be donated to the JWCR Relay for Life Team.
Please keep an eye out for our Junior Woman’s Club of Ramsey Comedy Night in May at
the Knights of Columbus. Information can be found on our website www.ramseyjuniors.
com
The Junior Woman’s Club of Ramsey welcomes new members. For more club information,
please visit us at www.ramseyjuniors.com. “With hearts and hands we serve”.
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Ramsey Ambulance Corps.
Celebrates 60 years of service to the community
This year the Ramsey Ambulance Corps is celebrating 60 years of volunteer service
to the community. A lot has changed since 1953 when the Corps was formed and
owned a single ambulance; the Corps now operates two Basic Life Support (BLS)
Ambulances, a Command Vehicle, and a Rapid Response Vehicle. The Rapid
Response Vehicle brings EMTs and equipment to the scene of a medical emergency
before an ambulance’s arrival to begin a medical assessment, initiate patient care
and determine the need for advanced life support services. Additionally, the Corps
can deploy a Field Treatment Unit, a mobile aide station, and the EMS Bike Unit,
for community events like parades, fireworks displays and marathons. What has
not changed since 1953 is the all volunteer Corps’ service and dedication to the
community.
Funding to sustain the operations and outreach programs of the Corps has proven
to 12 been successful in bringing in revenue to defer costs. “As a non-profit entity
that does not bill for service, we needed to go out and solicit donations to help pay
for equipment. Our business plan has had to adapt to the economic climate. Our
normal donations are down; fortunately, the community has always helped us when we need them,” said President
Laura Genovese-Behrmann.
On April 2nd, Houlihan’s is hosting a fundraiser night from 5-9pm to benefit the Corps. (Diners must present a flyer.)
In addition, the Corps is currently selling commemorative long sleeve anniversary shirts for $20 each. The Ambulance
Corps will be hosting “A Night at the Races” on Saturday, October 5th at the Ambulance Corps building. Save the
date! For information regarding sponsorship opportunities, tickets or to purchase a commemorative t-shirt, please
email president@ramseyambulance.org Our Annual Fund Drive is also in progress and represents our largest source
of annual income.
“Our community has an expectation of us that we will help them in a timely manner when they need us, provide the
best care possible using the best equipment available. We strive to meet and exceed those expectations,” said Chief
Michael Migliaccio. The department continues to recruit and train new members. For information about joining the
Ambulance Corps as an Emergency Medical Technician, Ambulance Driver or Administrative Member, call
201-327-1777, email membership@ramseyambulance.org, or visit them on the web at www.ramseyambulance.org.
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The Ramsey Environmental Commission
Spring into action and get involved with Ramsey Clean Up Day!
The Ramsey Environmental Commission, with the support of the governing body, Ramsey Rescue, and the Bergen
County Dept. of Health Services, Clean Communities Program, will be hosting its annual clean up day on Saturday,
April 20, 2013 from 10 am to 2 pm. Rain Date is Sunday, April 21, 2013. Come join us to celebrate Earth Day
2013. We will be cleaning up garbage and debris that has accumulated over the winter months at several locations throughout Ramsey. Individuals, families, and groups are all welcome! Just come by Ramsey Rescue Garage
on Prospect Street to sign up and get your work gloves and equipment. While you’re there, enjoy some breakfast,
courtesy of our Junior Woman’s Club and Shoprite. We will also be giving out our green T-Shirts, sponsored by
Councilman Harry Weber and North East Printing and Promotions. It’s a great opportunity to get involved, so come
and join us. For more information, contact Angela Strollo, Vice-Chairperson, Ramsey Environmental Commission
at astrollo2@verizon.net.

Summer Camp

Recreation News
The Recreation Commission’s summer camp will run from Monday, July 1 to
Friday, August 2. Under the direction of Scott Tireman, Camp Director, the
camp has averaged over four hundred campers for the past four years. Each
year special programs are planned including a petting zoo, Outragehiss
Pets, Mad Science, and a visit from Fudgie the Clown. Campers are not to
bring anything of value to Finch Park, especially electronic devices or phones.
The camp flyer, as well as flyers for all of the recreation events, is available
on the borough website, www.ramseynj.com, using the Recreation tab on
the left. For further information about all recreation activities, please contact
John Solarino, Recreation Supervisor, at 201-825-8299.

Ramsey Recreation Calendar
Adult Soccer Start Saturday, April 13
Men’s and Women’s Softball Start in April
Summer Camp Start Monday, July 1
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Board of Health Encourages Exercise
A recent study of health needs in Bergen County found that inadequate exercise was contributing to health problems found in
area communities. To make Ramsey an even healthier place to live, the board of health is encouraging residents to
EXERCISE. Exercise helps to keep the body supple, bones strong, and weight in check. It also helps to lower blood pressure
and cholesterol counts, reduce the risks of Type 2 diabetes, and brighten moods. When exercise is combined with positive
social interaction and team spirit, its benefits for health and well-being are magnified
Ramsey people are fortunate. The borough offers a wide array of exercise opportunities for young and old.
Walking: Walking is among the easiest, safest and most healthful of exercises—appropriate for almost everyone. Walking with
others adds to its pleasures and increases the likelihood of walking regularly. Ramsey has two morning walking groups and
is forming a new late afternoon group. Registration is not required, just show up.
• Ramsey Walks at 8AM Monday through Saturday. Meet in Varka’s parking lot.
• Ramsey Walks at 9:30AM Monday, Wednesday and Friday. Meet at the Interstate entrance to the bike path
• Ramsey Walks at 5PM Tuesday and Thursday (new). Meet in Smith School’s parking lot.
Contact Joan Waring at joan.waring@gmail.com regarding morning groups. Contact Donna Sprunger-Madar at
sprung_mad@hotmail.com to indicate interest in the 5PM group.
Organized Sports for Adults: The Ramsey Recreation Department provides adults with opportunities to take part in team
sports. These offerings include adult soccer for residents age 23+, softball for men age 50+, softball for women age 25+,
and ping pong for all ages on Wednesdays at 6:30 PM at Smith School. Go to ramseynj.com, click on recreation, for more
information or contact John Solarino, Recreation Supervisor (201-825-8299).
Exercise Classes for Seniors: Ramsey residents age 60 and over have several exercise options for improving strength, balance and flexibility. Classes held at the Senior Center at Finch Park include: Line Dancing (Mondays at 10:30 AM), General
Exercise (Tuesday and Thursday at 9:30 AM); Healthy Bones (Tuesday and Thursday at 11 AM); Tai Chi (Thursday at 1 PM);
Arthritis Exercises (Monday and Friday at 3:30 PM); Yoga (Friday at 9:50 AM), and Ping Pong (Monday and Wednesday at
6:30 PM, Friday at 12 Noon). In the spring, weather permitting, bocci ball is offered at the municipal pool grounds. Men:
Monday, Wednesday and Friday at 10 AM. Women: Thursday (beginning in May) at 10 AM.
Exercise Classes and Organized Sports for Children and Youth: The Ramsey Library, Recreation Department, and
several sport-focused volunteer associations offer exercise and seasonal sports programs for Ramsey children and youth.
(These are in addition to school-administered sports programs.)
•The Ramsey Library offers Yoga for Kids: Pre-K to kindergarten on Fridays at 9:30 AM; Grades 1-5 on Wednesdays at 4
PM and again at 5 PM. Call 201-327-1445 for more information.
•The Ramsey Recreation Department offers bowling during the fall and winter months for grades K-8. They also offer lacrosse
and basketball for both boys and girls (grades 4-8). Wrestling is also available for boys and girls age 6 and over. During
summer months the Recreation Department sponsors a summer day camp at Finch Park that begins in late June and runs
through July. Also during the summer, the municipal swimming pool affords great exercise opportunities for residents of all
ages—but don’t forget the sunblock. The Recreation Department also organizes the popular Ramsey Run (5K and 10K) held
in September.
•The Ramsey Soccer Association (RSA) has programs for nearly all young people. Pre-K and kindergarten children are offered non-competitive (fun) instructional soccer clinics. Both boys and girls in grades 1-2 can be part of non-competitive
soccer teams. Students grades 3 through high school can participate in a traveling soccer program, competing against other
communities, through RSA’s affiliation with the Northwest Bergen Soccer Association. The RSA also has a program for special
needs children. Go to ramseysoccer.com for more information.
•The Ramsey Tennis Association conducts instructional clinics to develop tennis skills for students in grades 1-8 during May
and offers a tennis camp for Ramsey youth from grade 1 through high school during the summer. For more information
call Paul Pearce at 201-934-8448.
•The Ramsey Baseball and Softball Association (RBSA) sponsors baseball leagues for boys and softball leagues for girls in
grades K-8. The RBSA offers clinic leagues that teach children in kindergarten baseball fundamentals; 1st graders are in
T-Ball leagues. Older boys participate in five grade-based spring travel leagues that play against other towns. One league,
“Majors” competes as part of the Little League. For girls, there are four softball leagues organized by school grade: grade
2, grades 3 & 4, grades 5 & 6, and grades 7& 8. Special needs youth have a their own league. The season is from March
(continued on page 15)
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to May. Go to ramseybaseball.com for more information.
•The Ramsey Junior Football Association’s program is open to children in grades K-8 Children in kindergarten and 1st
grade play flag football (tackling and hitting prohibited). Teams comprised of mostly 1st and 2nd graders receive instruction in tackle football but play a full schedule against other towns. Teams comprised of players in grades 3-4, grades 5-6,
and grades 7-8 are ability-based and play a competitive schedule against similar-ability teams in other communities. The
cheerleading program is open to girls in grades 1-8 and aims to familiarize girls with the fundamentals of cheerleading and
to have fun. Go to ramseyfootball.com for more information.
•Go to Ramseysports.com for information on other sports opportunities for Ramsey young people, e.g., basketball, ice
hockey, lacrosse, swim team, etc.
In addition to the organized activities, there is much residents can do on their own: walk, hike, bike, use the playgrounds and
work out on fitness equipment in their own homes. The Ramsey Adult School offers several exercise classes and some team
sports. There are also multiple commercial health clubs and exercise groups nearby.
Please note: It is important to check with your health provider before starting a new exercise regimen.

Ramsey Recycling Updates & Events
Do you use your Ramsey Recycling Center?
If not it is located in Erie Plaza – Southbound ( NYC ) Train Lot. Follow past the flagpole & DPW staying on the road
closest to the tracks
Hours –Spring & Summer – April 1 to September 30th
Monday 8AM to 8PM – NEW Trying to give you more hours to get your weekend cleanup to the Recycle Center.
Tuesday – Friday 8AM TO 3PM
Saturday – 9AM to 4PM
Closed Sunday & all holidays observed by the Borough

We have the following dumpsters to assist you:
Branches –
Glass Bottles –
Electronics –

Grass – Mixed Debris
Bi-Metal Cans – Aluminum Cans – Plastic Bottles – All Other 			
Plastic ( #3 to #7 Plastic Newspaper Bags to Flower Pots to Plastic Toys )
ALL Do you know all Electronics MUST be recycled.
Please place them in our recycling container at the Recycling Center
All clothing

Goodwill –
Cardboard
Newspaper & Magazines
Scrap Metal –

NEW in 2012

Questions – Call 201 825-3400 Ex 229 or E-Mail to hsmith@ramseynj.com

County Hazardous Waste Days
Campgaw Mountain Reservation – 200 Campgaw Road – Mahwah
Saturday May 18 & September 7 - 9AM to 3PM
Bergen Community College – 400 Paramus Road – Paramus
Sunday April 14 & June 23 - 9AM to 3PM

SHREDDING DAY
Saturday, May 11th 9AM -1PM
Erie Plaza – Southbound Train
Parking Lot in front of DPW
No need to remove staples, paper
clips or rubber bands
Yes, you can watch your papers
being shredded.
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