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Dear Ramsey Residents:
As Spring blooms into season and thoughts of
Summer abound, I would like to wish all our residents
and friends a safe and happy season. I also want to
bring you up to date on the status of various issues and
projects in our community.
We are faced with many challenges during these
trying economic times. As elected officials, we are
continually balancing the provision of essential municipal
services with the increasing cost of delivering those vital
services which our residents have come to expect. In
this environment, be assured that your Mayor and
Council are working for your interests in Ramsey. We are “doing more with less”
on the municipal side by minimizing our long-term debt, limiting replacement of
personnel, negotiating firm but fair labor agreements which control ever-increasing
benefit costs, exploring grant opportunities, outsourcing non-essential services and
entering into shared services/joint purchasing arrangements with our neighboring
communities. We have maintained Ramsey’s high-level of essential services, such
as public safety, snow removal and refuse collection, while scaling back on others.
There are many challenges ahead. But Ramsey is on the right path, as we have put
our financial house in order, so that we can meet the needs of our residents in the
wake of the fiscal reality of our State.
We have also embarked on selective improvement projects for the benefit of our
community, many of which were long overdue. In particular, we have renovated and
refurbished Veteran’s Park on Main Street to properly commemorate the sacrifices
of Ramsey’s many veterans: our true “Hometown Heroes”, who fought to preserve
our liberty and freedom. The cost of this project is being partially offset by a County
matching grant in the amount of $40,000. It is a great improvement to Main
Street, and a peaceful area to recall the memory of all those Ramsey residents who
served, and are presently serving, in our nation’s wars and conflicts. Our veterans
paid a heavy price to serve our country: it is our honor and duty to reflect upon their
sacrifice. I hope to see you all at the Memorial Day services to officially open the
newly renovated park.
The other major project in town is the ongoing refurbishment of the Ramsey
Free Public Library, anticipated to be completed by the start of the new school
year. Our wonderful Library staff has done a great job at the Library’s temporary
residence on Lake Street, but I know they are all looking forward to returning to the
newly renovated building. The new Library will be able to host additional children
and teen programs in newly designated and segregated spaces, as well as continue
to provide the same high-quality service to all our residents. A great library is truly
an “essential service” of a community, and I am confident that the new Ramsey
Free Public Library will be a wonderful asset and resource to our Borough. To
learn more, and to follow the progress of the Library construction, please visit www.
ramseylibrary.org.
Finally, I want to welcome and encourage you to join us in visiting our new
Sunday Farmer’s Market which will run from June 13 to October 31, at the Main
Street Train Station. The market, managed by the Ramsey Historical Association,
will feature fruits and vegetables, breads, cheeses, baked goods, pastas, pickles,
maple syrups, sauces, coffees, fresh flowers and much more. Many community
organizations will also be participating in this market, and the market will also serve
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Upcoming Events
April 17

Baseball Parade

April 17

Clean-Up Day

April 20

School Board Election Budget Vote

April 23

Lacrosse Registration

April 23

Ambulance Corps 		
Comedy Night Fundraiser

April 23

Cub Scout 175
Spring Round-Up

April 24

Open Mic at Borders

April 25

Old Stone House 		
Open House

April 25

Woman’s Auxiliary 		
Flea Market

April 26

Seniors United
Nations Trip

April 28

Fire Dep’t 31 Cent 		
Scoop Night

May 1

Tire Recycling Day

May 2

Cub Scouts 306
Pancake Breakfast

May 5

Seniors Cinco de 		
Mayo Luncheon

May 7

Mom’s Walking
Group Resumes

May 7

Girl Scout Fish &
Chips Dinner

May 8

Garden Club Plant Sale

May 8

Shred It Day

May 9

Mother’s Day

May 14

Cub Scout 306 Sign-Up

May 11

Leisure Club Luncheon

May 15

Heirloom Tomato Sale

May 16

Ramsey Responds 		
Donation Drive

May 21-23 St. Paul’s Carnival
May 31

Memorial Day

May 22-23 Relay for Life
May 22

Open Mic at Borders

May 29

Pool Opens Weekends

June 8

Primary Election

June 11

Cub Scout 306 Sign-Up

June 13

Farmer’s Market 		
Strawberry Festival

June 14

Flag Day

June 18

RHS Graduation

June 20

Father’s Day

June 23

Pool Opens Weekdays

June 26-27 National Field Radio Event
June 26

Open Mic at Borders

June 27

Old Stone House 		
Open House

July 4

Independence Day - 		
Music Festival/Fireworks

July 5

Rain Date for July 4 Events

July 24

Open Mic at Borders
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Library News
Watch us change! In spite of the snow and rain this past winter we’ve made
great progress on the library construction project. To see the latest renovation
photos, visit our web site: www.ramseylibrary.org and click on the link for our
flickr account: You may not always see activity as you drive by on Wyckoff Avenue,
but framing for the interior walls is already in, along with duct work for the new
HVAC system, conduit and cabling for data and electrical service, and yards of dirt
moved in preparation for the concrete work on walkways, ramps and steps.
Across town, the library is busy at our temporary site in the Pavilion Building at
171 Lake Street. We are open seven days a week on our regular service schedule:
Mon–Thurs 9-9; Fri 9-5; Sat 10-5 and Sun 12-4. Beginning on June 19th, Saturday
summer hours will be 10-2 until after Labor Day. All other days remain the same.
The web site lists our story time schedule for children. While space is limited, we
are still able to offer activities that encourage everyone to borrow the resources at
the library; books, music CDs, DVDs and magazines for all ages. If we don’t have
something on our shelves we can easily order it for you from one of the other area
libraries or you can place your own request online
We are also collaborating with local agencies to provide a Summer Reading
Club for Ramsey kids this year. The 2010 Summer Reading Club themes are all
water related: “Make a Splash-Read” for kids up to 5th grade, “Make Waves at
Your Library” for grades 6-12 and “Water Your Mind” for adults. Special events will
be held at the Masonic Lodge on Franklin Turnpike, the Rescue Squad building on
South Island Avenue and at the Ramsey Pool. Details will be posted on our web site,
flyers sent home from school and handouts at the library. You can call Miss Maggie
or Mrs. Smith for information about sign-ups and about volunteer opportunities for
older kids and teens. Kudos to the Friends of Ramsey Library for underwriting the
Summer Reading Club and special thanks to the local Ramsey merchants who have
been so generous with prizes and incentives.
Other programs include: English as a Second Language. ESL services continue
with student/tutor matching and a weekly conversation class. See the library web
site for more information. New tutors are always welcome. Free training is provided.
Think “BeAT,” the Bergen eAudio Team, when you want to download audio and
ebooks to your iPod or MP3 device: www.beateaudio.org or click though from
the library web site. Finally, the library has computer access for word processing
and the internet, along with early literacy interactive computer for young children.
Remember to bring your library card to sign in. The building is a wireless hot spot
if you prefer to bring your laptop or netbook.
If you need more information just give us a call at 201-327-1445 or visit our
web site. The Ramsey Journal will help keep you up to date as the library renovation
moves forward. We also send e-mail progress reports to registered library users so
make sure that your library card is current and that we have your e-mail address.
Before you know it we’ll be back in our renovated building. Look for us and the
Friends of Ramsey Library at the Farmer’s Market on Sunday, October 3rd.

Municipal Pool Introduces
Out-of Town Memberships
The Ramsey Municipal Pool Commission is introducing a new policy permitting
sponsored out-of-town memberships for the 2010 season. Non-resident members
must be sponsored by Ramsey residents who are members of the municipal pool.
The 2010 Ramsey Municipal Pool brochure is now available online at
www.ramseynj.com via the Municipal Pool tab on the left side or you may also
obtain an application at borough hall. Brochures are no longer being mailed home
in an effort to go green. For further information, contact Joe Collins, Pool Manager,
at 201-825-8317 or ramseypooldirector@yahoo.com or Karen Dey, Pool Secretary
at 201-825-2518 or gkdey@ramseynj.com.
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The Ramsey Historical Association and
the Borough of Ramsey are
pleased to announce Ramsey’s
own Farmers’ Market.
After two years of successful one-day farmers’ markets, the
RHA is pleased to announce its sponsorship of a weekly Farmers’
Market this summer. Ramsey will be honoring its rich farming
history by introducing this market at the Ramsey Train Station
where it all started. With the advent of the railroad line in the
mid 1800’s, Ramsey Station became the shipping point for
strawberries grown throughout the area making it the nation’s
strawberry capital. What better way to kick-off the event than with
a Strawberry Festival, featuring fresh strawberries and live musical
entertainment, sponsored by the Woman’s Club of Ramsey on opening day, Sunday June 13th.
The Market will be held Sundays from 9AM-2PM from June 13th through October 31st rain or shine at the train
station parking lot on Main Street. Please join us for farm fresh organic and non-organic fruits and vegetables, artisan
breads and cheeses, jams, organic maple syrup products, organic and fair trade coffees, wonderful baked goods,
balsamic vinegars and specialty olive oils, fresh homemade pastas and sauces, fresh cut flowers and much more.
The RHA will also have a booth staffed to give out information on the Old Stone House, and extend our mission of
educating the community about Ramsey’s rich history. We’re planning some special exhibits to focus on the role that
farming and agriculture played in the town’s early days.
Community organizations are also invited to participate in the Farmers’ Market (one per week) on a first-come firstserved basis. For example, the Ramsey Fine Arts Council will be there providing live musical entertainment on June
27th. Please check our website for other weekly events.
The RHA also introduces the “Ramsey Pays it Forward” program. Each week, certain vendors at the market will be
donating fresh produce to our local food pantries. In addition, the market will be a drop-off point for non-perishable
foods, which market volunteers will also bring to local food pantries. Please remember to bring a few items with you
when you come to the market, and help Ramsey to “Pay it Forward.”
Bring your family, friends and neighbors to downtown Ramsey on Sundays.
Visit our website at www.ramseyfarmersmarket.org. Other special events will be announced throughout the
market season so visit often.
Vanessa Jachzel, our Borough Liaison has been working closely with Nancy Boone, our Committee Chair for the
project, to bring this market to Ramsey. Many thanks also to webmaster Ellen Mass, who created our website. For
more information or to volunteer, please contact Nancy Boone at amorfeti@aol.com or 201-675-6866. See you this
summer!

The Old Stone House Hosts Spring & Summer Open Houses
The Ramsey Historical Association will host two Sunday Open House events this Spring and Summer with special
demonstrations and/or displays to correspond to the season. Both open houses will be held from 1-4 pm. The Spring
Open House will be on April 25 and the Summer Open House will be on June 27. Please visit our website for changes
and additional announcements: www.ramseyhistorical.org.

Mayor’s Message Continued...
as a weekly drop-off point for donated non-perishable foods which volunteers will donate to the Center for Food Action.
As you read this, your fellow residents are out running on the High School track, biking or walking their dogs on
Ramsey’s bike paths, and taking in the true beauty of our community. I encourage you all to stay active and involved in
your community, whether by volunteering on a Board or Commission, coaching youth sports, participating in events and
trips at the Senior Center, working with a Scout troop, volunteering for the emergency services, or just getting together
with neighbors on your block. Ramsey has so much to offer, but its true value is a direct function of the participation of the
people who live here and contribute so much to its success. I look forward to seeing many of you soon around Ramsey.
Please continue to contact me at 201-825-3400, ext. 231, or at mayorbotta@ramseynj.com, regarding any ideas or
concerns that you may have about our community.
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Board of Health Wellness Programs
This Board of Health is offering two programs this spring to promote the health and well-being of Ramsey residents: “Ramsey
Walks” and “Project Healthy Bones.”

Ramsey Walks!

If you are looking for a walking partner, join a Ramsey Walks group. You’ll immediately find friendly companions, lots of encouragement
and lively talk. These walks are so special because they combine exercise and socializing— essential elements in a healthy life.
Select the walking group that best suits your schedule and life style:
			
• 8am Monday through Saturday.
• 9am Tuesdays & Thursdays.
• 10am Mondays & Wednesdays.
• 9:15am Fridays. “Mom and Me” walking group, which resumes on Friday, May 7.
• Dads, grandparents, aunts, uncles, etc. are also welcome to participate.
The 8am group—recently featured on Cablevision’s public access channel-assembles at Varka’s parking lot on the corner of Carol and Spruce St. and usually
ends their walk with coffee and conversation at the Finch Park Senior Center. All the
other groups begin and end their walks at the Interstate Shopping Center entrance
to the Ramsey Bike Path—by the dark green posts on Addison Street. To participate,
just show up at the starting place at the designated time. No need to register!
The walks take between 30-45 minutes. The bike path provides a flat, easy and safe place to walk, with benches along the way
for those who might need or want to rest. Ramsey Walks is open to people of all ages and walking speeds. Walkers are required to
observe traffic safety rules; when walking on the street, face oncoming traffic and cross streets only at crosswalks.

“Project Healthy Bones”

A wellness initiative is Project Healthy Bones, a collaborative effort between the Ramsey Board of Health
and the Health Awareness Regional Program (HARP) of the Hackensack University Medical Center. Project
Healthy Bones is a 24 week exercise and education program for older women and men who have, or who
are at risk for, osteoporosis. The exercises target large muscle groups to improve strength, balance, and
flexibility. The educational portion of the program focuses on the importance of exercise, nutrition, safety,
drug therapy, and life style as each relates to osteoporosis. Classes are held at the Senior Center at Finch
Park on Tuesdays at 10-11 AM and are taught by professionals from HARP. The program is free for Ramsey
residents, but space is limited. For more information please contact Joan Waring at 201-825-2246 or
joan.waring@gmail.com.

A Message from Police Chief Bryan Gurney
New Pedestrian Safety Laws. As we all know, the Borough of Ramsey is a very busy town. There
are many businesses, school activities and sporting events that occur on a daily basis, which create a
large volume of pedestrian and vehicle traffic. Due to this, it is imperative that drivers and pedestrians
alike abide by the law when pedestrians cross the streets of Ramsey. The State of New Jersey has recently
amended the Pedestrian and Jaywalking laws: Beginning on April 1, 2010, the new law states that
drivers must now stop for pedestrians. This changes the prior law that only required motorists
to “yield” to pedestrians. The updated law requires motorists to stop as soon as a pedestrian enters a
crosswalk and remain stopped for pedestrians in a crosswalk. Motorists who do not stop face a fine of
$200 plus court costs and 2 points on their license and a possibility of up to 15 days community service.
Pedestrians who jaywalk face a $54 fine plus court costs. So be mindful when driving and walking alike:
it’s the law!
Burglary Warnings: Since the beginning of the year, the Borough of Ramsey has experienced
several residential burglaries. In an effort to prevent burglaries, the Ramsey Police Department asks our
residents to help. Make sure your house has lights on at dusk and early evening. Many of the houses
that have been burglarized were dark. Lights on timers is a very easy way of illuminating your house if no
one will be home. Don’t make it easy for burglars: Hide your good jewelry and heirlooms. Burglars do
not spend much time in the house that they are attacking. In some cases burglars remove a pillow case
and dump the contents of jewelry boxes into the empty pillow cases without discerning the value. Separating and hiding your good jewelry, will drastically decrease the possibility of losing a piece of jewelry
with sentimental and monetary value. If you are going to be away from your home for a protracted period of time, please notify the Ramsey
Police Department at (201) 327-2400 and we will place your home on the “Vacant House List.” Also, make arrangements to stop newspaper
deliveries and either stop mail, or have a neighbor pick it up daily.
Most importantly, if you see any suspicious cars or people in their neighborhood, please contact the Ramsey Police Department immediately. Residents know the people in their neighborhood, if you see something that does not look right please call. Astute observations by
residents have assisted in solving many crimes. We need your eyes and ears.
Finally, the Ramsey Police Department offers crime prevention surveys of homes and businesses. Just call 201-327-2400 and ask for Sgt.
Timothy Flanagan for an appointment.
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Ramsey Fine Arts Council
Hosts Open Mic Night
& July 4th Music Festival
The Ramsey Fine Arts Council would like to share
our upcoming events and information. We are proud to
announce that April 24th will be the fourth anniversary
of our Open Mic Night—a joint venture with Borders,
Books and Music at the Interstate Shopping Center. This
free monthly event (4th Saturday of the month) is hosted
by Zeke Carey at 7:30pm in the Cafe. If you have never
attended, please join us as audience, participant or both.
We are also very pleased to announce that a logo
has been designed for us by local artist and resident
Gina Enberg. Gina incorporated strawberries in the vine
to acknowledge our roots as a community of strawberry
farms, and the vine to symbolize how we’ve grown as an
organization.
Speaking of “roots”, this year’s Fourth of July
Celebration program is, “Red, White and Blues~A
Celebration of the Routes of American Music.” The music
will encompass different genres
including folk, bluegrass, western
swing and the blues. Along with
music, we will have a Vendor Village
featuring American-made crafts,
speciality foods and fireworks. The
program will be on Sunday, July 4th
(July 5th rain date), from 3pm on.
There is sure to be something for
everyone so ‘Save the Date’, share
this information with family and
friends and plan on having a picnic
in Finch Park!
The Ramsey Fine Arts Council
meets the first Tuesday of the month
at 7:30 in the rear conference room of the Municipal
Building. Our meetings are open to the public.
For more information, please visit out website at
http://ramseyfac.homestead.com. We are also on
Facebook!

Scouting Roundup
Girl Scouts Host Fish & Chips Dinner
The Ramsey Girl Scouts are hosting their annual Fish and
Chips Dinner on Friday, May 7th, (5:30pm - 7:00pm) at St.
Paul’s cafeteria. “Tastefully British” is supplying the fish or
chicken dinners for $13 per adult and $7 per child. Help
support our Girl Scouts while enjoying a delicious dinner!

Cub Scouts Pack 306 Host
Pancake Breakfast
Cub Scout Pack 306 will be hosting its 2nd Annual Chili’s
Pancake Breakfast Fundraiser on Sunday, May 2nd from
8:00am-10:30am. All are welcome! Cost is $5 per
person for an all-you-can-eat breakfast.
Pack 306 will also have New Scout meetings on Friday, May
14th and Friday, June 11th at 7pm in Tisdale’s cafeteria.
Boys entering 1st – 5th grade in September are encouraged
to attend with their parents. Siblings are also invited. This
is a great way to see what Scouting is about, join a Pack
that is very active and make new friends. Signup early and
be eligible to attend our great Summertime Activities!

Cub Scout Pack 175 Spring Round-up Carnival
Ramsey Cub Scout Pack #175 invites current Kindergarten
through 4th grade boys from Hubbard, St Paul’s and Dater
Schools, who are interested in joining Cub Scouts, to visit
our Spring Round-up Carnival on Friday, April 23rd from
6-9pm in the St Paul’s School cafeteria. Parents and boys
will receive an introduction to the Cub Scouting program
and the boys will get to participate in our pack meeting
and enjoy games along with our current scouts. For more
information, please e-mail Denise Woelky at
woelky@optonline.net.

Lacrosse is Coming to Ramsey!
Lacrosse will now be available in Ramsey for boys and girls, ages Kindergarten through 5th grade. We
will be conducting Introduction to Lacrosse clinics in May and June. Registration forms have been sent
via the schools and there will be an in-person registration on April 23 at the Senior Center in Finch Park
from 6pm - 8pm. You can also drop off the form at the municipal building prior to April 23rd. The
clinics will be run through Ramsey Recreation and held on Ramsey High School front lawn on Sundays
from 4pm-6pm. Please join our Facebook page “Ramsey Youth Lacrosse.” For additional info email
us at ramseyjrlacrosse@gmail.com or call Murph Bamrick at 201-927-1407.

5

Ramsey Journal

Spring 2010

Sustainable Jersey Update:
Are you looking for a service project for your group? The Sustainable Jersey Program has many projects in which you may
be interested. To find out more, visit the website at www.sustainablejersey.com and on the right hand side click “actions for
certification.” Community Education and Outreach; Green Challenges and Community Programs, and Community Asset
Mapping are just a few of the opportunities Ramsey organizations could lead. The website helps provide information
on who should involved, time frames, project costs; what to do and how to do it; what other NJ towns are doing; and
available resources for your project. We encourage and invite your participation. Ramsey may receive points for the
Sustainable Jersey program if your project meets the requirements of the program. For further information, contact the
Ramsey Green Team either in writing at Borough Hall or by leaving a message for the Green Team at the Borough’s main
number at 201-825-3400.

The following ongoing projects count towards Ramsey’s certification in the program:
		
• The Ramsey Farmers’ Market: This new community program will take place
			 Sundays, June 13- October 31.
		
•
			
			
			

Anti-Idling Campaign: Consider the daily effect of hundreds of idling cars in the 		
school pick up lines. We encourage you to turn off your car when waiting to pick up your 		
child at school. NJ law also states that no motor vehicle may have its engine running if 		
stopped for more than three consecutive minutes.

		
• Shred-it Day: Harry Smith, our recycling coordinator did a great job organizing this 		
			 successful event last fall. This year it will take place on May 8 and in October.
		
•
			
			
			

Rain Barrel Demonstration Project: Steve Tesoriero presented a rain barrel made 		
of a 60 gallon wooden French cognac barrel to Ramsey. The rain catcher saves some 			
of the rainwater from a gutter downspout to which it is attached to be used for watering 		
plants in dry weather.

		
•
			
			
			

Operation Medicine Cabinet: The Ramsey police department and the 				
Environmental Commission encourage you properly dispose of expired and unwanted 			
medicines through drug collection programs such as the one that took place last 			
November to keep them from ending up in our water supply.

Saturday, May 1: Tire Day 9am-4pm at the Recycle Center. Passenger tires only. Tires and tires with rims
accepted.
Saturday, May 8: Shred-It Day 9am-1pm at the Train Station Parking Lot in front of DPW. Shred up to 4
boxes of your old financial records & other sensitive papers. Residents only.
2nd Wednesday of each Month: White Goods--Curbside Pickup. Refrigerators, Freezers, Stoves,
Washers, Dryers, Hot Water Heaters, Metal Furniture, Toys, Lawn Mowers (Hand No Riders), Barbecues, Air
Conditioners. For safety you must remove all doors on your appliances. Please call Borough Hall if you think
your appliance contains Freon as special care is needed when we pickup.
Ongoing: Computers and other electronic waste (monitors, printers, fax machines, speakers, televisions,
keyboards, VCR’s, DVD players, stereos, typewriters, radios, irons, copiers, terminals & cables) are accepted at
the Recycle Center. Residents only.

6

Spring 2010

Ramsey Journal

Fire Department News
Written by Carl Held

The Ramsey Volunteer Fire Department has been very busy since the last issue of the Ramsey Journal. We have elected new
2010 officers, Chief James Dougherty, and President Joseph Lehr. Congratulations to them and the rest of the newly elected officers.
President Lehr and members would like to thank all who have donated to our annual fund drive. If you have not donated and would
like to, please send to: The Ramsey Volunteer Fire Department, P.O. Box 164, Ramsey, NJ 07446.
Sadly we have lost two of our long time members. William
“Suds” Fleming and E. Robert “Bob” Litchult. Their accomplishments
and dedication serving the Borough and our country are too vast to
list. They both will be greatly missed.
Over the past year, the men and women of the Ramsey Fire
Department have been giving every spare moment to rejuvenate
the interior of the Robert Litchult Fire Safety Building located on
Michael Reilly way. Captain Greg Hewitt had a vision and we built
on it. We extend a very special thanks to all the contributors of
time and materials, contractors, merchants and Firefighter Art Keys
for the extraordinary help you have given us. These efforts truly
turned a 50+ year-old building into a place where we proudly train
the residents of Ramsey on fire safety. This renovation, estimated
at over $150,000, did not cost the Ramsey taxpayers anything due
to the generous donations of materials and physical labor of our
membership.
We are also pleased to announce that Captain Hewitt was
named 2009 Fireman of the Year; Congratulations Greg! And, on
March 24th the Ramsey Fire Department was asked to stand by and
set up a safety landing zone for a helicopter. To everyone’s surprise
it was for Governor Christie. The Governor was in town for a Conversation with Mayor Botta and it was nice to have him stop to talk
to us and take photos.
Finally, as spring approaches don’t forget to bring the family to Baskin Robins on Franklin Turnpike for National
31 cent scoop night on the evening of April 28th from 6-9pm. Most importantly, please remember to change
your batteries in your smoke and Carbon Monoxide detectors.
These and other events and items can be seen on our website. Please go to www.ramseyfd.com. Volunteers
are always needed so stop by Fire Headquarters any Monday night at 7:30 for an application, and, as always, the
public is welcome to visit anytime.

Ramsey OEM Invites you to Participate in
National Field Radio Day
The Ramsey Office of Emergency Management will be participating in the 76th ARRL Annual Field Day Weekend, sponsored by
the Association of Amateur Radio. The event will take place June 26- 27 and involves all American Radio Operators in the United
States. The purpose of the exercise is to test the emergency capabilities of Ham Operators during a natural or manmade disaster and
to introduce the public to ham radio and its importance as a form of emergency communications.
The event will begin with an opening ceremony at Borough Hall on Saturday, June 26 at 1pm, and will continue through 2pm on
Sunday in three simultaneous locations: Ramsey Borough Hall, Campgaw Ski Center and at the forest fire tower off Skyline Drive in
Ringwood.
Residents of all ages, children included, are invited to attend both events and participate by “getting on the air” and using a very reliable
form of emergency communications. During this event, residents will have the capability of communicating, under the supervision of
licensed ham radio operators, with other operators around the world, as far as the Arctic Circle, the Antarctica Continent and even
the Space Shuttle. Operations will continue around the clock, and adults will be permitted to stay overnight at the Campgaw location.
Ham radio operates on VHF frequencies, and is critical in times of disaster. In the immediate aftermath of the earthquake in Haiti,
land and cell phone lines were decimated, but three ham radio operators remained on line, communicating their distress and needs
with the rest of the world. In Ramsey, we remained in contact with these operators and ultimately, volunteer residents from our town,
including OEM, Rescue and Ambulance members Mike Migliaccio, Eamon Daul and James Gatti, traveled to Haiti to assist with the
rescue efforts.
As you drive by the Ramsey Municipal Building, you will see temporary antennas and tents being utilized on the front lawn. Temporary
antennas will be up in all three locations, with the most basic type being a wire that is simply shot up into the tree tops with a bow and
arrow!
Ramsey OEM currently has 60 licensed Amateur Radio operators on its roster, including Mayor Christopher Botta. For additional
information or directions, please contact the Ramsey Office of Emergency Management, at 201-825-3400, ext. 420.
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Senior Activities and Events
The Ramsey Senior Center, located in Finch Park provides a wide range of activities for Ramsey residents age 60+.
For information on regularly scheduled activities, please visit the center or call Borough Hall for a monthly calendar of
events. If you would like to volunteer for the Ramsey Senior Committee, please contact Douglas Rennie at 201-327-1201.
Project Healthy Bones is a 24 week exercise and education program for older women and men at risk for, or who
have, osteoporosis. Osteoporosis is also known as the “silent disease” because bone loss occurs without any symptoms.
It affects 1 in 2 women, and 1 in 4 men, over the age of 50. For details, see the Board of Health Article on page 4 of this
Journal.
The United Nations Trip will be on Monday, April 26. The first stop is the Delegates Dining Room serving some of
the finest cuisine in New York City. Chef Daryl Schembeck brings experience and training from the Culinary Institute of
America to the United Nations and prepares lunch for UN Ambassadors, Heads of State, UN Staff and the general public
on a daily basis. Enjoy the lunch buffet and world class service while taking in breathtaking 180 degree views of the East
River. After lunch, there will be a guided tour of the United Nations. $65 per person; sign up at Borough Hall.
Grab your sombrero for the Cinco de Mayo Fiesta Luncheon at the senior center! Join us at noon on Wednesday,
May 5 for an authentic Mexican meal from Badlands Tacos including guacamole, salsa, chips, mini beef chimichangas,
enchiladas, rice and refried beans. $8 per person/sign up at Borough Hall. Dress is bright and colorful.
In June, we plan to see the spectacular Broadway hit “Wicked.” The date will be announced in the May calendar and
posted at Borough Hall and in the Senior Center.

Ramsey Leisure Club

The Ramsey Leisure Club meets on the second and fourth Tuesday of each Month, from 10:30 until 1:00 p.m.
Ramsey residents over 60 years of age are welcome. Coffee, tea and cake are served downstairs in the Lutheran Church
of the Redeemer, 55 Wyckoff Avenue. The next club event will be a spring luncheon on May 11th with details to follow in
the local papers.

Ramsey’s New Senior Bus has arrived!
Ramsey now has a beautiful, brand-new Senior Bus. This new bus has
room for 14 passengers plus a wheelchair. The customized E3-50 Ford
cost $52,000 and will continue to be operated by the Senior Transportation
Committee Inc., a non-profit group that works with the senior center. The
total cost was covered Inserra Supermarkets Inc., in dedication to the late
Theresa Inserra. On behalf of the residents of the residents of Ramsey,
we thank Larry Inserra, Jr. and the Inserra Family for their continuing
generosity to the Ramsey community.
Ramsey residents aged 50 or over may use the bus for medical
appointments
and
supermarket
trips,
Mondays-Fridays, 9amnoon. In addition, rides
to and from Ramsey events (Memorial Day Ceremonies, Fourth of July
events, Farmers Market days, Veterans Day Ceremonies, etc.) will be
available on a first-come-first-served basis. These trips will continue to
cost $3 per round trip. Simply call (201) 825-3400 ext 277 to reserve
your seat and the bus will pick you up at and return you to your home.
The bus will also be available for chartered trips for Ramsey residents
50 and over, at the reasonable rate of $20 per hour plus 50 cents per
mile. To charter a trip please contact Bob Phelan at (201) 788-8321.
In addition, advertising space will be sold inside the bus to help offset
costs of operation. Please contact Bob Phelan if you are interested in advertising on the Senior Bus.
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The Junior Woman’s Club Gives Back to Ramsey
On February 6th the Junior Woman’s Club of Ramsey hosted their 5th annual
Sweetheart Casino Night at the Knights of Columbus. This year they raised over
$30,000 meeting their goal of $100,000 in five years! All proceeds were donated
to many Ramsey organizations including DARE, Ramsey Ambulance Corps, Ramsey
Fire Department, Ramsey Rescue Squad and Veteran’s Park.
Also, on March 8th the Juniors hosted a “Spring Fling” vendor fair at the Ramsey
Golf and Country Club to benefit Ramsey’s public schools. Over twenty vendors
participated in the event. Funds were raised from donations, silent auctions and
50/50 raffles resulting in over $2,000 donated to the Ramsey Public Education
Foundation. Look for more fundraising events like this throughout the year.
Finally, from May 22-23rd the Juniors will be participating in the American
Cancer Society 3rd Annual Relay for Life on “The Crayola Crayons” team, helping to
“Color our World Cancer Free”. If you are not currently involved with another team
please consider supporting the Juniors. In addition, please join us at our upcoming
fundraising events at Chili’s: Sun., April 25, Pancake Breakfast 8:00am-10:45am, $5 per person; and Fri., May 14, 11am-11pm,
Chili’s will donate 10% of your check if you bring our flyer. Visit www.RamseyJuniors.com for information and a copy of the flyer.
There are several ways to get involved: you can purchase a luminary (only $10 each), make a donation to the team, and/or come out
to the event to cheer us on. Any support is greatly appreciated.

7th Annual Heirloom Tomato Transplant Sale
The Woman’s Club of Ramsey’s 7th Annual Heirloom Tomato Transplant Sale will be on May 15th,
from 10am–4pm in the parking lot of the Masonic Lodge (corner of Lake St & Franklin Turnpike). This
annual sale is a fund raiser for the club and helps to raise money for their charitable work.
There will be a large variety of Heirloom tomato plants offered as well as a limited offering of some
Heritage Hybrid varieties, the most famous of which is the Ramapo Tomato. This variety was known
as the “true Jersey tomato” 30 years ago and has not been commercially available for years. This will
be our fourth year growing the very popular Ramapo tomato and we have received great feedback.
Farmer Rich will also be offering the Moreton variety, which also was a favorite Jersey tomato and often
referred to as the “4th of July” tomato.
In addition there will be a great selection of herbs, eggplant, squash, cucumber & pepper plants.
These are grown by Susan & Richard Sisti of Catalpa Ridge Farm. More than 90 different varieties
of heirloom tomato plants will be offered at the sale. New varieties include Nyagous, Tami-G, State
Fair, Tomato Berry, Tumbler, Bush Beefsteak & Beauty (similar to Florida Ugly). Also, Pink & Yellow
Brandywine, Rutger’s and Yellow Pear will continue to be offered.
Pre-orders (pick up on day of sale) are encouraged as many varieties may sell out early. Visit www.
jerseygrown.com to view a complete listing and pre-order online. You are also welcome to phone Sue or Rich Sisti at: 973-209-4903
(between 6-8 pm) or e-mail jerseygrown@gmail.com and we can send you a form.

Ramsey Responds
Announces Town Wide Clean
Up Donation Drive
Now entering its fourth year, Ramsey Responds continues to
answer the call of local residents who find themselves in need of
assistance. From financial support to professional guidance, it aids
in navigating the local and county agencies that have been created
to help in a time of uncertainty. Supported by local churches, private
donations, and area schools, as well as organizations throughout
the community, it continues to be at the heart of generosity and
compassion. Donations of gently used furniture and beds, household
items and baby equipment are graciously accepted.
Sponsor of the Winter Coat and Comforter Drive, the
Thanksgiving Food Drive and the Adopt A Family Christmas Project,
Ramsey Responds will again be sponsoring the Town Wide Clean
Up on Saturday May 16th. At this time, area residents are invited
to donate any good reusable item for distribution to area families.
Donate starting at 8am at the train station parking lot in front of the
DPW garage; items to be distributed at 11am. No clothing please.
Items may include bicycles, appliances, computers, toys, household
items and furniture. Ramsey Responds can be confidentially reached
at 201-312-4843.

Shop for Mother’s Day at
the Garden Club’s
Annual Plant Sale
The Ramsey Area Garden Club Plant Sale will be Saturday,
May 8th at the Ramsey Main Street Train Station from 9 AM to
3 PM. There will be hanging flower baskets, perennials from
members own gardens, and nursery grown perennials, all at
great prices. Proceeds are used to fund scholarships given
to local students pursuing higher education in horticulture or
environmental studies.
Membership is open to all area residents from the novice
to the experienced gardener. Our monthly meetings feature
interesting speakers and the public is welcome to attend. On
April 13th, Hollace Hoffman will give a slide presentation on
Thomas Jefferson’s Garden. Kathleen Gagen will present “A
Passion for Peonies” on May 11th. Meetings are held the 2nd
Tuesday of the Month (September-June) at the Lutheran Church
of the Redeemer, 55 Wyckoff Avenue at 6:45 PM. Please contact
Nancy Skelly 201-825-8287 for more information.
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Memorial Day Ceremonies - May 31, 2010
Ramsey’s 2010 Memorial Day Events will begin at 9:00 a.m. with a ceremony
at Union Cemetery on Darlington Avenue. The Parade will begin at 11:00 a.m.
The staging area for participants will be at the Lutheran Church of the Redeemer
at Wyckoff and Woodland Avenues. The Parade will run down Main Street, to end
at the newly-renovated Veteran’s Park where there will be a ceremony honoring
our deceased war Veterans.
We encourage you all to attend the ceremonies and parade. For Seniors,
round trip transportation, to and from both ceremonies and the parade, will be
available by appointment in the New Senior Bus; please call Borough Hall
(201) 825-3400 ext. 277 to reserve your seat on the bus.

“Blast from the Past –
A Wild West Showdown Wakes Up Downtown Ramsey”
Saturday night is generally gala night in Ramsey, and
things are usually pretty lively, as the people from the
surrounding towns all make it their headquarters. But last
Saturday night was certainly the “hottest time” the old town
has seen in some time.
Farmers from quite a distance patronize our stores and
stock up for the week. The people as a rule are peaceable,
but a gang of five, who came from Saddle River were not
disposed to be peaceable and made no bones of saying
there would be fun before the night was over. They came
over with the intention of making trouble and clean the town
out and the cleaning out began at a rapid rate.
Early in the evening Mr. Schroeder [owner of the Ramsey
Hotel] ordered the “scrappers” out of the bar room. About
11:30 the shooting began and the crowd soon dispersed. It
is said everyone ran for some cover and George Carpenter
hid in Garrison & Whitby’s ice box. Whitby and Bogert tried
to get down the cellar, but someone stood on the trap door
and they could not get down. Barber Van Horn was so nervous that he could not get the key in the key hole, to lock the
door, and the door still bears marks of his efforts. Butcher Murray was just closing his shutters and he made mammoth
strides to get inside his shop, completely forgetting his shutters. Ed Vale had a revolver, and his hand was unsteady so he
crawled under the pool table in Ryerson’s pool room first taking the precaution to lay his revolver on the pool table.
It was generally thought that Benson was the champion runner in town but he and Al Storms were standing nearby
when the shooting began and both made a break up the street, Al completely distancing George. It is said Benson has a
bullet hole in the leg of his trousers. Abe Wanamaker was hit in the finger by one of the bullets and Dr. DeYoe was called
upon to extract it. Frank Cone ran for shelter, but in so doing he slipped on the sidewalk and lay there for some time,
hollering “Murder, murder.” “Henry Ryerson was also around and tried to get in the ice box but it was already occupied.
We were told he succeeded in hiding away in a potato barrel. Many declare it was no ordinary pistol as it made a noise
like a cannon.
In the midst of all the shooting Landlord Schroeder rushed out and attacked the shooter with a club. Bullets flew thick
and fast and one imbedded itself in the pillar of the hotel stoop. The shooter’s ammunition having nearly given out, he
disappeared up the road, no attempt being made to arrest him. After the shooting, frightened faces were seen peeking
around corners and finally all gathered together to talk over the affair. Of course everybody was brave then and all had
good reasons for disappearing. Everybody said: “Wonder where the constable is?” It was said afterward, the he did not
hear the shooting.
The shooter was found on Sunday morning asleep alongside the bridge near Michael Winters. He still had his
revolver with him. It certainly seems surprising that such lawlessness was not stopped, or if the authorities were afraid of
the bullets, then he should have been arrested afterward.
(From the Ramsey Journal, April 22, 1898, courtesy of Thomas Dater)
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Ramsey Recreation offers
a wide variety of programs for all ages &
many seasonally themed special events
• 		Sports programs for children include bowling, basketball, and wrestling
		

•		Sports programs for adults include soccer and men’s and women’s softball

		
•		Special activities, such as free throw contests for boys and girls, the Easter egg hunt,
				Home Run Derby, and the Halloween parade and costume contest
		
		
		
		

•		Trips to Atlantic City, the US Open, Yankee baseball games
•		The annual Senior Citizens Gala
•		Movies at Ramsey Cinema on Main Street during school vacations and at Finch Park
			during the summer

		
•		The annual Jack McKeown Ramsey Run (both 5K and 10K races) which was expanded
				in 2009 to include a 1.2 mile fun run/walk as part of the Mayor’s Wellness Campaign
		

•		The annual Dog Show

		

•		Summer camp at Finch Park

		

•		Holiday decorating contest

		
•		New ventures for 2010 include a youth lacrosse program, a table tennis league, and
				trips to a Jersey Jackals baseball game and to West Point in the fall.
		
•		Monthly meetings of the Recreation Commission are open to all residents and
				suggestions for new activities and programs are always welcome.
Ramsey residents, here’s your opportunity to suggest new ideas to the Recreation Commission.

New Idea/Suggestion: _____________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
Your Name:

_____________________________________________

E-mail Address:

__________________________________________

Phone Number:

__________________________________________

Please complete and return to the Recreation Commission at 33 North Central Avenue, Ramsey, NJ 07446.

Thank you.
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Mayor and Council
Christopher C. Botta
Mayor
Council President Andrew Siemsen
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Chairman
Councilman Arthur M. Nalbandian
Utilities, Buildings and Grounds,
Chairman
Councilman Bruce Vozeh
Finance and Administration, Chairman
Councilwoman Deirdre A. Dillon
Building, Planning and Zoning,
Chairwoman
Councilman William J. Jones
Public Safety, Chairman
Councilwoman Vanessa Jachzel
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Chairwoman

Municipal Directory
Police, Fire & Rescue Emergencies. . . . . Dial 9-1-1
Police Main Number. . . . . . . . . . . 201-327-2400
Municipal Building Main Number. 201-825-3400
Administrator. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .ext.228
Assessor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .ext.248
Municipal Clerk . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .ext.225
Construction. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .ext.253
Construction Official. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .ext.254
Municipal Court. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 201-825-0988
Engineer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .ext.262
Finance Officer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .ext.239
Fire Inspector. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .ext.256
Health Department. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .ext.245
Planning Board . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .ext.261
Public Works . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .ext.274
Recreation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 201-825-8299
Recycling, Shade Tree . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .ext.229
Tax Collector . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .ext.235
Water/Sewer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .ext.234

Presented by
the Borough of Ramsey,
Public and Governmental
Relations Committee,
Vanessa Jachzel, Chairwoman
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