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Dear Ramsey Residents:
As winter and the Holidays approach, I would
like to wish all our residents and friends a safe and
happy season. I also want to bring you up to date on
various projects and initiatives in our community.
I am pleased to report that the Main Street
resurfacing project and the intersection improvements
Mayor Christopher C. Botta
at Main Street and North Central Avenue have been
completed. This project added dedicated left hand turn lanes and traffic signals
to each direction of Main Street, and highlighted and enhanced crosswalks
for pedestrian safety. We will be working on the calibration and timing of
these lights, as well as the new signal at Darlington Avenue and North Central
Avenue, to permit maximum traffic flow through these intersections. Infrared
cameras will also control the stacking of vehicles and automatically change
the traffic signals to minimize traffic delays. You will also notice the improved
pedestrian signals, which actually count down the time a pedestrian has
until the light changes. All of these infrastructure improvements are aimed
at reducing traffic congestion and improving pedestrian and vehicular safety
in the heavily traveled Main Street corridor, not to mention enhancing the
aesthetic appeal of our wonderful downtown.
The Borough has received, in conjunction with the Board of Education, a
recreation grant from the Bergen County Open Space Fund in the amount of
$94,000.00 which will be dedicated to the installation of lights at the Ramsey
High School turf field and track. So much of our tax money goes to Trenton
and Hackensack, it is nice to report that we can sometimes get some back! The
balance of the cost of this project will be borne by a non-profit organization
which is dedicated to raising private funds solely for the purpose of this
endeavor. This is also an excellent example of the Borough Council and the
Board of Education working together for the benefit of our residents. The Board
of Education has worked closely and consulted with neighbors and others
who would be affected by lights at the field. Board of Education facilities are
already heavily utilized by the Borough’s fine recreation programs, as they
should be, and the lighted field and track will open this facility to even greater
utilization by the school for sporting events, and by residents for walking and
other youth and adult recreational programs. I even hope to use the lighted
track and field for a future Mayor’s Wellness Campaign event!
A new initiative that the Borough is joining is the “Sustainable Energy
Joint Meeting.” A “Joint Meeting” is defined as the governing bodies of any
two or more local units that enter into a joint contract which provides for
the joint operation of public services, public improvements, public works,
facilities, or any other undertakings which the local units are empowered
Continued on page 7
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Upcoming Events

Services Continue at the Ramsey Library

Best of Open Mic
Nov 18
Bergen County
HazMat Collections Nov. 21
D.A.R.E. Ziti Dinner Nov. 21
Autism Lecture
at Woman’s Club
Nov. 24
Wreath Workshop
Dec 1
Seniors at
Botanical Gardens
Dec 1
Home for the Holidays Dec 5

The Ramsey Library renovation is underway! You may not see activity as
you drive by on Wyckoff Avenue, but behind the scenes the project manager,
contractor and architect are working with borough officials to make sure that
everything is properly prepared as the project proceeds.
Across town, the library is operating at our temporary site in the Pavilion
Building at 171 Lake Street. We are open seven days a week on our regular
service schedule: Monday – Thursday 9-9; Friday 9-5, Saturday 10-5 and
Sunday 12-4.
The web site lists our story time schedule for children. While space is
limited, we are still able to offer activities that encourage everyone to borrow
the resources at the library; books, music CDs, DVDs and magazines for all
ages. If we don’t have something on our shelves we can easily order it for
you from one of the other area libraries or you can place your own request
online: http://www.BCCLS.org.
Teens, you can Fan us on Facebook by clicking on the Teens link at:
http://www.ramseylibrary.org. Look for future “Pages to Reel”
programs sponsored by the library and the Smith School Media Center.
Think “BeAT,” the Bergen eAudio Team, when you want to download audio
and ebooks to your iPod or MP3 device: http://www.beateaudio.org
or click though from the library web site.
English as a Second Language, ESL, services continue with student/tutor
matching and a weekly conversation class. See the library web site for more
information. New tutors are always welcome. Free training is provided.
The library has computer access for word processing and the Internet,
along with early literacy programs for young children. Remember to bring
your library card to sign in. The building is a wireless hot spot if you prefer
to bring your laptop or netbook.
Although there is no room for a Friends of Ramsey Library book sale this
year, FORL will still sell the popular “Book Lover’s Calendar” for 2010. This
wonderful gift item helps support the Friends. Come purchase copies for the
readers in your life this holiday season, only $8 per calendar.
Also, look for the Friends 2010 annual membership appeal in your
mailbox. Your FORL dues are the main source of Friends support for the
library’s activities for children and teens. We will have amazing special
events to celebrate the library’s new space so plan now to help the Friends
help the library.
The Ramsey Journal will help keep you up to date as the library renovation
moves forward. We also send email progress reports to registered library
users so now is the time to make sure that your library card is current and that
we have your email address. Stop in to see us and confirm that we know how
to reach you. Before you know it we’ll be back in our renovated building.
Until then, look for us in the train station at “Home for the Holidays” on
December 5th. We’ll be reading stories for kids of all ages!
If you need more information just give us a call at 201-327-1445 or visit
our website: http://www.ramseylibrary.org.

(Rain Date Dec 6)

Old Stone House
Open House
Dec 6
Scouts Christmas
December
Tree Sales
Weekends
Seniors Holiday Party
Dec 8
H1N1 Vaccinations
Dec 13
Fine Arts Sampling
January
Rabies Clinic
Jan 16
Juniors’ Casino Night
Feb 6
Pet Registration
Deadline
Feb 26
Woman’s Club
Performing Arts
Program
Mar 15

Sign Up for the
Rams “e” News
The Ramsey School District
is publishing a monthly “e”
newsletter – Rams “e” News – to
let the community know what is
happening inside and outside our
classrooms and how we strive to
provide students with the kind of
education that every child deserves.
Community members may keep in
touch with Ramsey School news by
signing up on the district’s webpage
at
www.ramsey.k12.nj.us
to receive the electronic Rams
“e” newsletter. All residents are
encouraged to sign up to keep
informed!
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Happy Holidays and A Safety
Reminder from the Ramsey
Fire Department
The Ramsey Fire Department’s “Home for the Holidays”
is upon us once again. This year’s event will take place on
Saturday evening December 5 (rain date Sunday December 6).
What began five years ago as a grassroots effort to welcome
the Holiday Season on the Main Street of our town, has grown
to be the premier event that the Ramsey Fire Department hosts
for Ramsey and area residents. Civic groups are all lined up
with floats, bands and holiday merriment to welcome in the
Santa Claus Comes to Main Street Ramsey
Holidays with Santa himself being the guest of honor astride
our fully restored and functional 1927 American LaFrance fire engine, the first fire engine Ramsey bought as brand
new. This year’s theme will be “The March of the Wooden Soldiers.”
Starting at 6:00pm, Santa will be sitting and visiting with children in the Terri O’Connor real estate agency
building. He will stay until he has to leave to join the “Parade of Lights” at approximately 7:15 pm. After the parade
Santa will return to his house to continue seeing children until Main Street re-opens for traffic.
More information can be gathered at our website, www.ramseyfd.com and at the Home for the Holidays event page
http://rfdhomefortheholidays.com.
Our safety bulletin for this time of year concerns chimney fires, a common occurrence here in Ramsey, and an
easily preventable disaster in your home. We can’t stress enough the importance of inspection, cleaning, and proper
wood burning in preventing chimney fires. Chimney fires occur when the byproducts of combustion (smoke, tar) do
not have a sufficiently hot chimney or fire to push all the way up the chimney and the tar (creosote) begins to attach to
the walls of your chimney. As time passes your chimney gets narrower and narrower to the point where it becomes
either totally occluded or has sufficient fuel to become a blowtorch. Signs of a chimney fire can include smoke suddenly
coming back into your home while you have had a fire burning for a while, or a rumbling sound, similar to a freight
train, coming from the chimney. Dense dark smoke will be coming out of the top of the chimney along with a multitude
of sparks. If this happens, CALL THE FIRE DEPARTMENT IMMEDIATELY! Chimney fires burn intensely hot and can
break down the surrounding mortar and ultimately extend through the walls into your home.
To prevent chimney fires, call a licensed reputable chimney sweep for annual inspections and periodic cleaning
as per their recommendations. Burn good seasoned hardwoods like oak, maple and ash. Avoid softwoods like pine,
hemlock and the like, as they are full of the pitch or tar that deposits on the chimney walls. For further information you
can Google search chimney fires, or we like this article at www.doityourself.com/stry/chimneyfires.
Happy Holidays everyone and be fire safe!

Holiday Events with the Ramsey Scouts
Ramsey Girl Scout Troops 912 and 1341 will be holding a wreath decorating party, open to all
residents of Ramsey, on December 1st at Smith School from 6:30pm to 8:30pm. Begin the holiday
season by creating your own unique wreath. Start with one of our beautiful fresh wreaths and add
decorations of bows, hand painted pinecones, ornaments, etc. supplied by our troops. Learn how to make beautiful
holiday bows and decorative groupings for your wreath. Enjoy an early holiday get together with your family and
friends. The cost of the evening is $26.00 for the wreath and refreshments. Please call Jackie Gersht at 201-8345450 or e-mail her at JackieG18@aol.com, so she can reserve a wreath for you.
Ramsey Boy Scout Troop 31 and Girl Scout Troop 912 and 1341 will be holding their annual Christmas Tree and
Wreath Sale at the tennis courts on the first weekends in December. Free delivery of trees to local residents will be
provided. Please support scouting in Ramsey and buy a tree from the scouts. Happy Holidays!
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Upcoming Fine Arts Events
and Workshops

Ramsey Seniors
Host Winter Events

Our upcoming season will see the return of two
workshops. “Sampling of the Arts,” scheduled for
January, is a day long program for children in grades
2 to 6 to become acquainted with various aspects of
the arts including visual arts, vocal performance, improv
theater, and dance. The Photography Workshop is
designed for amateur photographers of all skill levels.
Both these were introduced last year and are being
brought back by popular demand. Look for more info
in your local newspaper or contact Jackie Gersht at
201-934-5450 or e-mail her at JackieG18@aol.com
with your questions or to make reservations.
We are also excited to introduce a new event, an
Irish Ceili. A ceili is a folk dance accompanied by
live music and general merriment. Our Fourth of July
Summer event will focus on Americana with a tribute to
the “Red, White and Blues.” Please save the date and
join us live from Finch Park.
Please check out our new website
http://ramseyfac.homestead.com/index.html
for more information.

The Ramsey Senior Center now has a ping pong
table and Shuffleboard table. What a great way to get
out of the house and have some fun this winter! Senior
residents who are interested in playing and perhaps
organizing a playing time may contact Doug Rennie or
Joanne Bockhorn at the senior center.
The senior center has planned a trip to the New York
Botanical Gardens Holiday Train Show on Tuesday,
December 1. This is a self-guided tour to see the Enid
A. Haupt Conservatory transformed into an enchanting
landscape, wrapped in the glow of twinkling lights.
Model trains and trolleys zip along over bridges and
on winding tracks past scaled replicas selected from the
Garden’s collection of 140 New York landmarks, created
entirely from plant parts. After the tour, the trip will
include free time on Bronx’s Arthur Avenue where you
may window shop or enjoy lunch or a snack at a local
café on your own. This trip involves a lot of walking.
The cost per person is $45 per person and is for Ramsey
Seniors only. Check with Borough Hall for tickets.
The holiday season is upon us and Ramsey Seniors
are ready to party! Once again the Christmas luncheon
will be held at the Ramsey Country Club on Tuesday,
December 8 from noon to 3:00pm where we will enjoy
a delicious meal while listening to the sounds of Ron
Dellapina. After lunch, there will be dancing, a 50-50
raffle and door prizes. The price is $ 25 per person.
Sign up in Borough Hall.
Events and activities are ongoing throughout the year.
To request a newsletter with an activity calendar, please
call Borough Hall at 201-825-3400. Any questions or
ideas can be directed to Andree Cobb, or Doug Rennie,
President, at 201-825-1975.

OEM Holds County
EmComm Exercise
The Ramsey Office of Emergency Management
recently participated in the American Radio Relay
League’s Simulated Emergency Test.
This is an
annual national drill to test each county’s emergency
communications capabilities. “Since we are the interim
Bergen County EmComm headquarters,” commented
OEM Coordinator Michael Adams, “We ran the base
station from our Emergency Operations Center, while
deploying mobile units around the county.”

The New Senior Bus is On Its Way
The Ramsey Senior Transportation Committee is pleased to announce that a new, 17-passenger, wheelchairaccessible bus for senior transportation in Ramsey is due to arrive in a few weeks. This bus is being donated by Inserra
Supermarkets, Inc., in memory of Theresa Inserra, beloved mother of Larry Inserra, Laura Dupont and Marie Larsen.
The Senior Transportation Committee is extremely grateful to the Inserra family for their support and generosity.
The Committee is exploring ways to expand usage of the bus service, including transportation to Borough
events. We also welcome your comments so please contact Bob Phelan at BobJPhelan@optonline.net with any comments
or ideas.
The van operates Monday to Friday from 9:00am to 12:00 noon. The charge is a reasonable $3.00 per trip.
Reservations can be made by calling the Borough Hall at 201-825-3400 ex. 277.
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The Ramsey Historical Association Celebrates the Holidays
Warm Up at the Ramsey Train Station
during Home for the Holidays. The Ramsey
Historical Association will continue its tradition of
Serving up complimentary hot chocolate and cookies
at the Ramsey Train Station during the Home for the
Holidays celebration on Saturday, December 5th from
6pm-9pm. Miss Maggie from the Ramsey Library will be
on hand to read holiday stories to the children. So get a
break from the cold, and be sure to stop by.
Visit with St. Nick at the Old Stone
House on December 6th.
The Ramsey
Historical Association invites children and their families
for a visit with St. Nicholas at the Old Stone House on
Sunday, December 6th from 1pm-4pm. Come and
learn the legend of St. Nicholas,
and experience a bit of Colonial
America with a tour of the Old
Stone House and Children’s
Museum. Visitors can watch
open hearth fireplace cooking

and children can learn to
make old-fashioned tree
trimmings. Get a close
up look at the progress
on the Jacob May Barn
adjacent to the museum,
which is being restored by
volunteer members.
Admission,
refreshments, and small gifts for the
children are complimentary.
The Old Stone House is a
1740’s Dutch farmhouse
listed on the National
and State registry of
historical places. It is one
of Ramsey’s architectural
gems,
operated
and
maintained by the Ramsey Historical Association.
For more information please visit us on the web at
ramseyhistorical.org.

A Taste of Ramsey / Ramsey Farmer’s
Market Day was a Huge Success!
On October 4th, the Borough of Ramsey, along with the Ramsey Historical
Association, hosted “A Taste of Ramsey - Ramsey Farmer’s Market Day.” This
event was a huge success, with approximately 1,000 attendees at A Taste
of Ramsey, and similar crowds at the Farmers’ Market, selling out some of
the vendors at both events by the end of the day! We have received an
overwhelmingly positive response from the community, and plan on keeping
this as one of the annual events of our town. The Borough, along with the
Ramsey Historical Association, is also considering hosting a more frequent
farmers’ market next year and will publish details in the next edition of the
Ramsey Journal. Thank you to all of the volunteers who helped make this event happen, and to all of those who
attended! We also ask you to please remember to continue to support our local restaurants and businesses
throughout the year!
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A message from the Ramsey Environmental Commission
Ramsey has made a commitment to becoming a sustainable community by pursuing the Sustainable Jersey
Certification Program.
Several projects have been initiated towards attaining this goal. The Mayor’s Wellness
Campaign, the recent storm water pollution messages and the recent ‘Shred It Day’ to name a few, are all part of
Ramsey’s efforts to obtain Sustainable Jersey certification. One of the most important elements required to be certified
as a sustainable community is education. In learning about the consequences of our actions, we can help change our
behaviors and further protect our environment. This month our focus is on our Anti-idling Campaign.
Many of us do it, but are unaware of the detrimental impacts of this type of activity. The act of idling occurs when a
car engine is turned on but the vehicle is not in motion. This is not only unnecessary, but also harmful to the environment
and our health. New Jersey has had a No-Idling regulation for diesel-fueled commercial vehicles since 1972. The
current regulation, effective since 1985, and updated in 2007, states that, with limited exceptions, no motor vehicle
(diesel or gasoline fueled) may have its engine running if stopped for more than three consecutive minutes.*
Have you ever left your car running while you were waiting to pick someone up, perhaps waiting for a child in
the pick up line at school? Have you left your car running while doing errands or running back into your house for
something you have forgotten?

What can you do?
Idling affects:
Your Wallet
• Idling your car gets you 0 miles per gallon.
• Idling your car for more than 10 seconds cost more in fuel
than restarting your engine. *
• In two minutes, an idling car burns enough gas to travel
one mile!*

• Turn off your car. If you are going
to be waiting or idling for more
that 10 seconds, turn off your
car. ( except at red lights )
• Don’t use your remote starter,
they encourage excessive idling.
• If you have to warm up your car,
idle for 30 seconds, and then
drive off.

Your Environment
• On average a car emits 1 pound of C0 2 emissions from
driving one mile.*
• Idling your car or truck contributes to air pollution by emitting particles and chemicals into our air. *

Your Health
• Air pollution can cause asthma, trigger other health problems such as heart attacks, heart disease and other
health problems. *
• Consider the effect on your children when several hundred cars idle each afternoon in the school pick up lines.
*information taken from Sustainable Jersey Website - Anti-Idling Education and Enforcement Program. www.sustainablejersey.com

Do your part. Think about it and make a positive change!

H1N1 Vaccine Update
The Borough of Ramsey expects to receive its allotment of H1N1 (swine flu) vaccines and to hold a vaccination
clinic for Ramsey children ages six months to 18 years on Sunday, Dec. 13th at Smith School. Pre-registration may
become necessary depending upon supply. For more information, please contact the Board of Health or check the
Borough website at www.ramseynj.com as information will be updated as it becomes available.
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Shred-It Day and More Recycling News
Ramsey’s first Shred-It Day, organized by the Recycling Committee, was an
overwhelming success; a steady stream of residents with old documents kept the
shredder busy all day long! Because it was so well-received, the Committee will run
this event twice in 2010, in late-April and mid-October. Items to be shred can include
tax returns, personal paper, old bills, cancelled checks, etc. You do not have to remove
staples, paper clips or rubber bands and you may watch as the items are shredded. We hope to see you then!
We would like to assure the residents of Ramsey our electronics are being recycled properly. Our recycler uses
sound environmental practices and components marketed oversees are with EPA registered companies. If you would
like more detailed information, it is available at Borough Hall.
Please note, as of 2010, due to changes in Federal law, the Borough of Ramsey will no longer be able to accept Batteries
at our Recycling Center. Instead, dry cell alkaline batteries should be disposed of in the trash. Rechargeable batteries
should be recycled, and they will be accepted at retailers such as Radio Shack, Staples, Target, Home Depot and Verizon.
Other hazardous batteries (such as button cell) should be brought to the County’s Hazardous Disposal Days. A complete
listing of dates and locations can be obtained at Borough Hall—the next one will take place on Saturday, November 21st
at Bergen County Campgaw Mountain Reservation, 200 Campgaw Rd, Mahwah from 9am to 3pm. These collections are
free for Bergen County residents but ID is required. For more information please call 201-807-5825.
Tours of the Recycling Center are available to local groups. Recently, Cub Scout Pack 306 availed themselves of
this tour, followed with a discussion on why we recycle and how it helps the community and the environment. If your
group would like a tour, or if you would like to help out with an upcoming recycling project, please contact Harry Smith
at Borough Hall 201 825-3400 Ext. 229.

Would You Like to Receive E-mail Notifications?
The Borough now offers e-mail reminders and notifications. You may sign up to receive a reminder to pay your
property taxes or notices about meeting cancellations, town pool information or even recreation information. Simply
sign up on the Borough website by going to www.ramseynj.com Click on the button on the left hand side that
says “Q-Notify.” There will be a list which allows you to check off the notifications you wish to receive by entering your
e-mail address.
Please note, the property tax reminder will act as a one time reminder that your quarterly tax payment is due.
Ramsey provides a grace period of ten (10) days to make payments without interest. Your payment must be actually
received by the 10th of the month, postmarks are not accepted, and failure to receive any email reminder notice
will not excuse failing to pay property taxes within the grace period.

A Message from Mayor Botta (continued from page 1)
to operate. It is in line with our standing goal of “sharing services” with other communities, and the positive results
already obtained through the Borough’s membership in a joint insurance fund, aggregate purchasing cooperatives,
and joint bidding for road resurfacing and sidewalk/curb projects with fourteen other Northwest Bergen communities.
The Sustainable Energy Joint Meeting presents the Borough the opportunity to purchase energy in bulk with other
municipalities throughout the State. By forming a large group of consumers (in this case, municipalities) into a single
buying pool for the direct purchase of electricity or natural gas supply, favorable rates will be achieved. The Borough
is a charter member, and eager to achieve savings in energy and natural gas purchasing. In addition to energy and
natural gas savings, the Joint Meeting will introduce other energy sources such as solar and wind power which could
also be purchased in bulk. Ramsey’s membership will provide benefits for both the taxpayer and the environment.
The Borough must and will continue to explore these and other options to reduce the cost of providing vital municipal
services to our residents.
I hope you are able to enjoy all that Ramsey has to offer our residents and friends this winter. Remember, we
want to hear from you! Please continue to contact me at 201-825-3400, ext. 231, or at mayorbotta@ramseynj.com,
regarding any ideas or concerns that you may have about our community.
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Upcoming Women’s Club Events
The Woman’s Club of Ramsey meets every fourth Tuesday, Sept-May at the Masonic Lodge, 24 N. Franklin
Turnpike and Lake St. All are welcome to visit us.
As the New Jersey State Federation of Women’s Club’s two-year commitment is autism, on Nov. 24, Bergen
County Freeholder-Elect John Driscoll and Pat Bagley will be speaking to the Ramsey Woman’s Club about autism.
Therefore, On Nov. 24, 2009, John Driscoll and Pat Bagley will be speaking to the Ramsey Woman’s Club about
autism. Other meeting themes include: “Let’s Entertain Us” on January 26th. On February 23rd there will be a
presentation by Jim Zimbano, gemologist and goldsmith.
On Monday, March 15th, the Club will host the Ramapo District Performing Arts Program at The First
Presbyterian Church, 15 Shuart Lane, Ramsey. The program will be held in the chapel and luncheon in the Metzger
Room. Registration is at 9:30 am and there is a $2 fee. The program begins at 10 am. Finally, on March 23,
Pat Delaney, RN, will inform us about “Women’s Heart Health.”
For more information please contact Paula Bartow at 201-327-4516.

Ramsey Juniors Sweetheart
Casino Night Supports Local
Community
The Junior Woman’s Club
of Ramsey (JWCR) has a proud
tradition of supporting charitable
causes both within and outside
the Ramsey community. Its annual Sweetheart Casino
Night fundraiser has enabled JWCR to donate more
than $75,000 to Ramsey organizations over the past
four years. The Fifth Sweetheart Casino Night will be
held on Saturday, February 6, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. at the
Knights of Columbus Hall in Ramsey.
If you would like to assist by donating auction
items or placing an advertisement in the Casino Night
program, please visit the website for donation and
advertising contact information. The Club is also
accepting applications now through January 15th from
not-for-profit organizations that wish to be considered
for funding from Casino Night proceeds.
Ticket information for the event and applications
for funding may be found at www.ramseyjuniors.
com. The club’s next general meeting is January 14th
at 7:30 pm at the Ramsey Ambulance Corps building.
New members are always welcome.
The Juniors have placed a “Giving Tree in the Ramsey
Library with hand-made ornaments each tagged with a
holiday gift for a needy child. If you can, please visit
the Library’s temporary space on Lake Street to select an
ornament and purchase a gift.
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Some Reminders from the
Ramsey Police Department
The Ramsey Police Department asks that our
residents please be aware of the following:
• Borough Ordinance 17-1.5 requires that snow
and ice be removed from the entire sidewalk
24 hours after a snowfall.
• Borough Ordinance 4-5.6 requires that all
audible alarms be approved and registered
by the Chief of Police. Visit www.ramseypd.
com for alarm registrations forms or stop
by the Ramsey Police Department at 25 N.
Central Ave.
• During fall and winter it is important to
remember that per Borough Ordinance 7-14
prohibits parking on all streets from 2:00AM
until 6:00AM, except on Sundays and public
holidays. Permission for overnight parking
may be granted by calling the Ramsey Police
Department at 201-327-2400.
Homeowners and business owners are urged to
update their emergency contact lists. Emergency
contact forms can be found at www.ramseypd.com
or picked up at the Ramsey Police Department.
Thank you for your cooperation!
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The 2010 Census
is Coming to Your
Home Soon
In March of 2010, every residence will be receiving
a short questionnaire that is simple and fast to complete.
With only 10 questions it will take approximately 10
minutes for you to fill out. Households are asked to
provide key demographic information, including:
whether a housing unit is rented or owned; the address of
the residence; and the names, genders, ages and races
of others living in the household. This includes citizens,
non-citizen legal resident, non-citizen long-term visitor
and illegal immigrants.
The confidentiality of these replies is very important.
By law, no one—neither the census takers nor any
other Census Bureau employee—is permitted to reveal
identifiable information about any person, household,
or business. So please complete the questionnaire
honestly and accurately, and please return it to the
Census Bureau promptly.
The U.S. Constitution requires a national census once
every 10 years to count the population and determine
the number of seats each state will have in the U.S. House
of Representatives. The Census is a very important tool
and it is important that you take the time to fill it out.
Over $400 billion in federal funds will be awarded to
states and local communities based on Census results,
including funding for hospitals, schools, transportation
and social services. The amount our community will
receive depends on our population, so an accurate
count is important.
For more information on the US Census
please call 212-356-3100 or visit
www.census.gov/2010census.
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Senior Citizen Discount for Dog
Licensing Fee Now Offered
The Borough recently passed an
ordinance which will now offer a senior rate
to dog owners 62 years of age and over. The
fee will be $5.00 for spayed/neutered dogs
and $8.00 for unspayed/unneutered dogs.
All other licensing fees have stayed the same. However,
the late fee has been increased. If you do not register
your dog or cat by the last day in February, late fees will
be $10.00 for the first month and will increase $5.00 for
each month thereafter. For your convenience, the Borough
Clerk’s Office will stay open until 8pm on Monday nights
through February in order to help you avoid any late fee.
You may also register your pet by mail.
A rabies clinic will be held on Saturday, January 16,
2010 at the Rescue Squad Building. The time is still to
be determined. An ongoing rabies clinic will no longer
be offered throughout the year. This will be a one time
clinic. Veterinary Services will be provided by Allendale
Veterinary Hospital. Please be sure your pet is on a
leash or in a carrier. If you have any questions, please
call Borough Hall at 201-825-3400.

Ramsey is Walking!
There are now several new walking groups in
Ramsey as part of the “Ramsey Walks” initiative
sponsored by the Ramsey Board of Health. Groups on
Mondays and Wednesdays walk at 10am, Groups on
Tuesdays and Thursdays walk at 9am, and the “Mom
and Me” group walks at 9am Monday mornings. The
starting and finishing point is at the entrance of the
Interstate Shopping Plaza off Addison Place, bordering
the bike path. Walks take 30-45 minutes, and there
are benches along the way. To participate, just show
up. Fathers and grandparents are also welcome at
the Mom and Me group. There is no fee for any of
these walks. The last mom and me walk will be Nov
23rd and will resume in the spring.
The Board of Health also sponsors the “Ramsey
Walkers” group, which meets at 8 am on the bike
path at Carol Street for a brisk walk up to the Interstate
Shopping Center six days a week. Coffee is usually
available at the end of this walk. Anyone interested
in joining may meet the group at the Varka Restaurant
parking lot off Spruce Street.
For more information on any of the walking
groups, please call Joan Waring at 201-825-2246.
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A Community of
Outstanding Volunteers
The Borough of Ramsey recently awarded awards
Outstanding Volunteers in our community, each of whom
were nominated by their respective organizations to
receive their well-deserved recognition. Recipients were,
Ron Damato-Knights of Columbus, Paul Hennion-Office
of Emergency Management, Dorothy Verdone-UNICO,
Tom and Judy Consiglio-Ramsey Baseball & Softball,
Betsy Coyne-Cub Scouts Pack 175, Jim Gwon-Ramsey
Hockey, Michelle Kaczorowski-The Junior Woman’s Club
of Ramsey, Margaret Davis and Bina Wenthen-Ramsey
Senior Citizens Committee, Jim Cowie-Ramsey Soccer.
Jackie Gersht-Ramsey Girl Scouts, Pierre Gauthier and
Paul Gatti-Ramsey High School Big Blue Marching
Band, Susan Major-DARE & Smith School PTO, Kim
Rozylowicz-Smith School PTO, and Kelly VriesemaRamsey Rescue.

Ramsey UNICO Donates
To Ramsey Public Safety
The Greater Ramsey Chapter of UNICO recently
made donations to the Ramsey Rescue Squad, the Ramsey
Ambulance Corps and the Ramsey Fire Department. The
funds will be used to purchase much-needed equipment
for all three emergency organizations.

Awards were
also given for 50
years or more of
service to their
organizations, to: Alice Bianchetti of The Ramsey
Woman’s Club; Edmond Litchult, Richard Bockhorn and
Art Keys of the Ramsey Fire Dept.; and Bruce Hasbrouck,
Sr. and Richard Strangfeld of Ramsey Rescue.
We are proud to have so many residents who give
of themselves and their time without thought of reward.
They are a large part of what makes our community
such a wonderful place to live and for that they deserve
a huge thank you!
From Left to Right: Michael
Adams, President of the
Ramsey Rescue Squad;
Donna Bradshaw, Ramsey
UNICO Chapter Board
of Directors; Joseph Lehr,
President of the Ramsey Fire
Department; Andre DiNino,
National President of
UNICO; Ronald Muzzillo, President of the Ramsey UNICO Chapter; Chief
Jonathan Krehel, RRS; Deputy Chief Michael Migliaccio, RAC.
Photo by Frank Palladino.

Snowstorm Shoveling Tips
That time of year when Old Man Winter brings his wrath of snow, ice, freezing rain and wind is nearly
upon us. Here are some suggestions that might help with the removal of snow during and after a storm.
The Borough must clear the roadways from curb to curb, if not the snow/slush may freeze and we will be
unable to remove it later, which will result in a narrowing of the roads and hazardous driving conditions.
Prior to the storm, Borough Ordinances require that you remove your vehicles from the road. This helps us reduce the
time spent clearing the roadways, and, by parking your vehicles in the driveway you will have less snow to shovel.
Please remember that the DPW makes every attempt not to deposit snow back onto your driveways and sidewalks, but
we must do our job and clear and maintain the roadways for the safety of everyone. The following tips will help minimize
the impact of the plows pushing snow down the roadways:
If you must leave your home during the storm, clear just enough snow to get out. Otherwise, clear all but the last six
feet of your driveway until we are finished plowing the roadway. What this will accomplish is that the heavy wet snow will
go past your driveway and not into a newly cleared area. When shoveling your driveway apron, always pile the snow to
the left side of the driveway facing your home. This will minimize the amount of snow that will get pushed back into your
driveway if the plows come by again.
Clear your sidewalks last, or, if possible, wait until after we are finished plowing (per Borough Ordinance, you have
24 hours from the ending of the event to clear sidewalks). When clearing your sidewalks and driveways, do not throw
the snow back into the roadway, it’s against the law and it could cause an accident.
The Ramsey Department of Public Works wishes you all a safe winter.
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Ramsey Police Needs Your Help
The Ramsey Police Department responded to over 1100 alarms calls in 2008. In addition to the alarm calls we
responded to dozens of homes in Ramsey to check on the welfare of residents. Often a neighbor will call the RPD
and ask us to check on an elderly resident that they may not have seen or heard from in some time. After checking
the home or business, the officers often attempt to contact the “key holder.” This is a person that may have a key
to property or information on the homeowner. Once we get in touch with the “key holder” we can do a little more
investigating to make sure that the person is safe or that the property is secure. For this program to be effective, we
need your help. Please take a minute to complete the form with either new or updated information so that we can
update our files. As part of the RPD’s computer upgrade we hope to have all our files updated by spring 2010.
------------------------------------ cut here and return the below section to the RPD -----------------------------------You may drop this form off at the Ramsey Police Department, mail to Ramsey Police Department 25 North
Central Ave, Ramsey NJ, 07446 or fax the form to (201) 236-9171. Additional copies are available on our website
www.ramseypd.com .

o
o

NEW REGISTRATION		

o
o

We DO have an alarm system -

UPDATED INFORMATION		

o
o
o

Resident
Business

Burglar

o

Fire

o

Misc._ _____________________________________

WE DO NOT have an alarm system

Alarm Company Information:
Name:_________________________________________________________ Phone Number:_______________________
Business or Resident Name
Address
Telephone Number
Main Emergency Contact Name
Main Emergency Contact Phone Number
Main Emergency Contact Alternative Phone Number
2. Emergency Contact Name
2a. Emergency Contact Phone Number
2b. Emergency Contact Alternative Phone Number
3. Emergency Contact Name
3a. Emergency Contact Phone Number
3b. Emergency Contact Alternative Phone Number
Person filing out this form (printed)
Person Filling out this form (signature)
Date
Any other pertinent information
we should be aware of?
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